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Afghanistan’s special forces have led the way 
in repelling insurgents. Now the US is backing 
a plan to nearly double the size of the elite units. 


One Marine’s journey: Summoning the courage to go back to Vietnam 


I wonder how I looked to you 
I wonder, were you as terrified as 
I was ? 

I wonder, did you hate me as much 
as I hated you ? 

I wonder how long you’d been 
fighting your war 
I wonder if you had any children 
And I wonder had you survived and 
we met today, would you speak to 
me? 

— Excerpt from the poem 
“Notes to the Man who Shot Me, 
Revisited,” by John Musgrave 



John Musgrave, 
a Vietnam veteran 
and poet, helps to 
counsel post- 9/11 
veterans. 


By Dianna Cahn 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON 
o him, the enemy didn’t change, no matter 
how many years passed. 

Every time John Musgrave saw a pic¬ 
ture of a contemporary Vietnamese soldier 
he was consumed by the terror and hatred 
that had taken hold of him in 1967, when he watched 
his buddies go down one by one on the battlefield until 
finally it had been his turn. 

He left Vietnam after being carried from the battle¬ 
field on a stretcher soaked in his blood. 

Going back there was out of the question. 


“It was like they were the undead,” he said of the 
enemy soldiers. 

“They didn’t age and I was afraid of what my re¬ 
sponse might be when I encountered them—that I just 
might come apart. That it would be like an episode of 
‘The Twilight Zone’ that they had been waiting for me 
all these years to finish what they started.” 

It was only decades later — after the drinking and 
the near suicides, after the births of his children, the 
end of his first marriage and the miraculous rightness 
of his second one — when his buddies began returning 
from Vietnam with tales of, well, redemption, that Mus¬ 
grave finally began contemplating such a journey. 

SEE BACK ON PAGE 6 
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Trio saves fellow Marine 
injured helping others 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Marine 
Sgt. Justin Erler came across a nightmar¬ 
ish scene of twisted metal, broken glass, 
flipped automobiles and severely injured 
people on the Okinawa Expressway during 
the wee hours of Dec. 1. 

A passenger vehicle struck a compact car, 
which flipped onto its roof, said an Okinawa 
Prefectural Police spokesman. Both were 
driven by Japanese nationals. 

A U.S. military truck then barreled into 
those cars, and Marine Master Sgt. Hector 
Trujillo — who had 
I pulled over to help 
the injured Japanese 
motorists — lay in the 
road critically injured 
after being struck by 
yet another vehicle. 
Erler, a 3rd Re- 
I connaissance Bat¬ 
talion boat mechanic, 
jumped into action 
and performed CPR 
on Trujillo, with as¬ 
sistance from Cpl. 
Matthew Dungan and Lance Cpl. Eduardo 
Rosario—both of the 9th Engineer Support 
Battalion — until paramedics arrived. 

The three Marines have been credited 
with saving the life of the 44-year-old father 
of three. 

Trujillo, a motor transport chief who was 
headed to physical training when he came 
upon the crash, was airlifted to Naval Medi¬ 
cal Center San Diego where he is in critical 
condition. His family said through Marine 
officials that his condition is improving. 

His wife, Maria Trujillo, wrote a message 
on Facebook noting how her husband could 
have continued to work, leaving the situa¬ 
tion to others. 

“He of course didn’t do that,” she wrote. 



Trujillo 



Courtesy of Facebook 


Marine Master Sgt. Hector Trujillo was 
critically injured after being struck by a 
car while helping Japanese crash victims. 

“He followed his heart and he pulled over to 
assist and help. His selflessness and quick 
reaction showed his true heroism.” 

Trujillo suffered a fractured skull, broken 
ribs and a bruised lung and was knocked un¬ 
conscious, police said. 

Witnesses told police that Trujillo, who has 
served in the Marine Corps for more than 20 
years, was in the road rendering aid to the 
victims as cars whizzed by in the right-hand 
lane. He reportedly took an ill-fated step over 
the center line and was struck by a car driv¬ 
en by a 28-year-old Marine staff sergeant. 

Like Trujillo, Dungan and Rosario were 
also heading to PT when they came upon the 
wreckage. Dungan blocked the lane with his 
vehicle so other cars couldn’t do more dam¬ 
age. That’s when he saw Erler heading for 
the injured master sergeant. 



Matt BuuKE/Stars and Stripes 


From left, Cpl. Matthew Dungan, Sgt. Justin Erler and Lance Cpl. Eduardo Rosario 
have been credited with saving the life of a fellow Marine who was struck by a car on 
the Okinawa Expressway on Dec. 1. 


“There were some cars out in the middle 
of the road,” Erler told Stars and Stripes dur¬ 
ing an interview last week at Camp Hansen. 
“The first thing I did is I just ran to go assess 
and see what’s going on. That’s when I found 
the master sergeant. He was unconscious 
and he wasn’t breathing.” 

Erler began chest compressions right 
where the master sergeant had fallen near 
the median. Dungan and Rosario assisted 
him. 

“All of us have kind of been brought up the 
same way,” Dungan said of his fellow Ma¬ 
rines. “If we see somebody [in trouble, help¬ 
ing] is just what we do. We have to help them; 
we can’t just leave them.” 

Erler said the situation got personal when 
he saw Trujillo’s wedding ring. 

“If this was me, I would want someone to 
keep me going for my wife and my family,” 
he said. 

Trujillo responded to the CPR and began 
breathing, so the Marines carefully turned 
him on his side and placed him in the “re¬ 
covery position” — which essentially looks 
like the fetal position — using Trujillo’s arm 
to stabilize his own head. Then the Marines 
began talking to him. 

“He wouldn’t breathe unless you talked 
to him and told him to breathe,” Erler said. 
“That also kind of signaled to me that there 
was something there; he’s still there. Him 


trying to breathe for me gave me a sense of 
hope. He still had a lot of fight left in him.” 

An ambulance arrived about 10 minutes 
later. 

“After everything had happened, that’s 
when the emotion set in for me,” Erler said. 
“It was pretty surreal — something you 
don’t expect to happen. Just thinking about 
his family. That hit me pretty hard.” 

The driver of the compact car that over¬ 
turned was taken to a hospital but did not 
suffer major injuries, the Okinawa police 
spokesman said. 

Police are investigating a case against the 
Marine staff sergeant for negligent driving 
resulting in injury. However, Japanese au¬ 
thorities have yet to decide whether to charge 
him or let the U.S. military handle it inter¬ 
nally. He has not been taken into custody and 
has been cooperating with the investigation. 

The Marine Corps is also investigating the 
incident, said a spokeswoman who declined 
to comment further. 

The trio credited with saving Trujillo’s life 
insist they are not heroes. 

“I’m a human being just doing what I hope 
any other human being would do,” Erler 
said. “[Trujillo] is the hero. He’s the one who 
actually put his life at risk to help someone.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana Kusumoto con¬ 
tributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Airman sentenced 
to 18 years for 
attempted murder 



Courtesy of TBS 


This screen shot shows the interior of an Isuzu Elf driven by Lance CpI. Nicolas James-McLean, 21, who 
has been charged in the Nov. 21 crash that killed a Japanese national on Okinawa. 

Okinawa-based Marine indicted in 
crash that killed Japanese national 


By Matthew M. Burke 
AND HANA KUSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
—An Okinawa-based Marine has 
been indicted on charges related 
to a Nov. 19 crash that killed a 
Japanese national and led to al¬ 
cohol and liberty restrictions af¬ 
fecting all U.S. servicemembers 
in Japan. 

Lance Cpl. Nicolas James- 
McLean, 21, was indicted Monday 
on charges of negligent driving 
causing death and driving under 
the influence of alcohol, a spokes¬ 
man from the Naha District Pub¬ 
lic Prosecutors Office told Stars 
and Stripes. 

The spokesman would not pro¬ 
vide further details of the indict¬ 
ment or say when the Marine is 
scheduled to stand trial. 

James-McLean could get up to 
seven years in prison with hard 
labor on the charge of negligent 
driving causing death and up to 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S. 
servicemember has died from in¬ 
juries sustained in a “vehicle inci¬ 
dent” in eastern Afghanistan, the 
military said in a news release 
late Monday local time. Two other 
Americans were injured. 

The incident occurred in Nan- 
garhar province, where for nearly 
two years U.S. forces have been 


three years with hard labor for 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol. He also faces substantial 
fines. 

The crash occurred at a Naha 
intersection about 5:30 a.m., when 
a U.S. government-owned Isuzu 
Elf driven by James-McLean col¬ 
lided head-on with the minitruck 
of Hidemasa Taira, 61, police 
said. Taira died at a hospital from 
chest wounds and bleeding. 

James-McLean, who was off 
duty at the time of the incident, 
reportedly had a blood-alcohol 
level that was three times Japan’s 
legal limit of 0.03 percent when 
tested by police after the crash. 

All 50 U.S. states have set 0.08 
as the legal limit for driving 
under the influence or driving 
while impaired. 

Witnesses told police that Taira 
had the right of way and that 
James-McLean — who suffered 
only minor injuries in the crash 
— may have gone through a red 
light. 


supporting their Afghan counter¬ 
parts battling a fledgling Islamic 
State affiliate, but the military 
said the incident was not caused 
by enemy action. The injured 
troops were receiving medical 
treatment. 

No further information about 
the incident was provided, and 
the military did not identify the 
dead servicemember. The Penta¬ 
gon typically withholds casualty 
identification pending notifica- 


Marine officials are investigat¬ 
ing the incident. 

News of Taira’s death spurred a 
wave of anti-American sentiment 
on the small island prefecture al¬ 
ready experiencing a potent anti¬ 
base protest movement. 

In response, U.S. Forces Japan 
banned the purchase and con¬ 
sumption of alcohol for the ap¬ 
proximately 50,000 U.S. troops 
deployed across Japan, imposed 
a strict curfew and canceled all 
liberty on Okinawa. 

The ban was relaxed on Nov. 
30, allowing U.S. troops to once 
again purchase alcoholic bever¬ 
ages on base and drink them in 
their on- or off-base homes. 

A midnight-to-5 a.m. curfew 
for Japan-based servicemembers 
of all ranks is still in force. Under 
normal circumstances, USFJ’s 
Japan-wide curfew applies only 
to lower enlisted servicemembers 
and runs from 1 to 5 a.m. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


tion of next of kin. 

The noncombat fatality marks 
the fourth such death of an Amer¬ 
ican supporting the U.S. mission 
in Afghanistan this year. Another 
11 U.S. servicemembers have died 
as the result of combat incidents 
in the country, where the U.S. is 
in its 17th year of war. Two other 
coalition members also have been 
killed in action this year. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — 
An airman stationed at Aviano Air 
Base in Italy who stabbed another 
airman in her dorm room was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison at 
a court-martial Tuesday. 

Lt. Col. John Harwood, an Air 
Force judge, found Airman Cam¬ 
eron A. Owens guilty of attempted 
murder, aggravated assault, un¬ 
lawful entry and conduct prejudi¬ 
cial to good order and discipline. 

Harwood, who found Owens not 
guilty of a charge of breaking and 
entering, could have sentenced 
Owens to life in prison without pa¬ 
role. He decided on a lesser term, 
along with reduction in rank to 
E-l, forfeiture of all pay and a dis¬ 
honorable discharge. Owens will 
be credited with 245 days of con¬ 
finement in Italian and American 
custody. 

Owens’ conviction stems from 
an early morning attack on a 21- 
year-old airman sleeping in her 
dorm room on April 11. The victim 
was the lone witness the prosecu¬ 
tion called during the sentencing 
phase of the trial Tuesday morn¬ 
ing. Under questioning from Maj. 
Christine Norton, one of three 
prosecutors working the case, she 
said she still feels pain whenever 
she eats, is left with facial scarring 
and has trouble sleeping. 

“It was the most terrifying 
thing I’ve ever experienced,” she 
said. “I was thoroughly convinced 
these were my last moments.” 

The woman, who is now sta¬ 
tioned at another Air Force base, 
said she believes she will be 
haunted by the crime for life. 

“As much as I want to forget 
about what happened to me ... I 
will be constantly reminded,” she 
said. “Every time I look in the 
mirror, I will see the scars.” 

Norton called for a sentence of 
20 years in prison, reduction in 
rank to E-l, forfeiture of all pay 
and a dishonorable discharge. 

She called the case “the stuff of 
nightmares” and said it’s possible 
it has shaken other airmen’s faith 
in their service and their safety 
in their own dorm rooms. “There 
were guards at the gate and air¬ 
men surrounding her, and still she 
was not safe,” Norton said. 

Owens presented an unsworn 
statement to the judge following 
his conviction Tuesday morning. 

He apologized to his victim and 
the Air Force and said he couldn’t 
provide a motive for his actions, 
which both the defense and pros¬ 
ecution labeled “odd, random and 
bizarre.” 

“I wish I could take it back,” 
he said. “What [the victim] expe¬ 
rienced is something that no one 
should have to experience.” 

Owens said he “can’t explain 
all the actions that happened that 
night, say what happened. I wish 


I could.” His statement followed 
emotional testimony by his moth¬ 
er, Stephanie Owens, who said his 
actions that day were “not the per¬ 
son I’ve known for 18 years. And 
raised. And love unconditionally.” 

Under questioning by Maj. Jacob 
Ramer, one of Owens’ two defense 
attorneys, Owens’ mother said she 
permanently separated in 2006 
from her Army husband, who was 
“physically and emotionally” abu¬ 
sive to her and her four children. 
Owens and his three younger sib¬ 
lings were placed in foster care for 
several months before his mother 
regained custody and then moved 
to another state. 

She said after the family’s relo¬ 
cation, her son had “thrived” and 
she later added he has “never been 
a violent person.” 

Capt. Andrew Paulson, Owens’ 
other defense attorney, asked Har¬ 
wood for a sentence of four years 
in prison. He argued that Owens 
deserved to be punished, but that 
he had no prior criminal history 
and no history of drug use or men¬ 
tal health issues. A longer sen¬ 
tence would hamper his chances 
of being a productive citizen after 
his release, Paulson said. 

After three days spent on pre¬ 
trial motions and three more on 
the prosecution’s case, the de¬ 
fense called its lone witness Mon¬ 
day morning. Kenneth Moses, a 
former San Francisco police in¬ 
vestigator and director of an inde¬ 
pendent crime lab, testified about 
blood patterns found at the scene. 

His testimony was part of a 
broader attempt by the defense 
to argue that while Owens car¬ 
ried out the attack, he didn’t 
mean to kill his victim, whom he 
had never met. 

Ramer later argued during his 
closing that the prosecution never 
established a motive for the attack 
and so couldn’t prove an intent to 
murder. He described as “pre¬ 
posterous and nonsense” a pros¬ 
ecution theory that Owens was 
potentially looking for another 
airman who had days earlier re¬ 
buffed his romantic advances. 

In his rebuttal, prosecutor Maj. 
Brent Jones said the government 
didn’t need to provide a motive. 
Jones said that if he walked over 
to the exchange, grabbed a knife 
and stabbed someone, no motive 
would be needed to convict him of 
a crime. 

Earlier, in his closing argu¬ 
ments, Jones criticized the de¬ 
fense argument that Owens was 
just wandering around a dorm 
building he didn’t live in early in 
the morning, routinely entering 
rooms he didn’t have permission 
to visit, with no intent to do any¬ 
thing wrong. 

“He just happened to stab 
someone in the face while she was 
sleeping. Accidentally. You know 
how that sounds? Ridiculous.” 

harris.kent@stripes.com 


US servicemember killed in ‘vehicle incident’ 
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Maintaining Death March markers 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines — Jun¬ 
gle moss and roadwork are threatening 
historical markers along the Bataan Death 
March trail in the Philippines, says an 
American who’s waging a lonely battle to 
preserve them. 

Bob Hudson’s father, Tech. Sgt. Richard 
Hudson, was among tens of thousands of 
troops forced to march nearly 70 miles from 
the Bataan Peninsula to Japanese prisoner- 
of-war camps after the surrender of U.S. 
and Filipino forces on April 9,1942. 

Thousands perished during the 
trek, which included intense heat and 
harsh treatment from the guards. 

The government of 

■ former Philippines 
President Ferdinand 
Marcos installed the 
first markers — made 
of metal — along the 
path in the 1960s, 
Hudson told a group 
of veterans last month 
in Angeles City, 
Philippines. 

In 2000, the Filipino- 
American Memorial 
Endowment, or FAME 
— an organization seeking to preserve the 
nation’s war memorials — replaced them 
with 139 white concrete markers. 

Those markers are sturdier than the old 
ones, some of which were stolen as souve¬ 
nirs or sold for scrap metal. But the inexo¬ 
rable growth of the surrounding jungle and 
the tropical heat and humidity are taking a 
toll on them. 

“These markers require a lot of mainte¬ 
nance,” Hudson said. 

Since 2012, he and his wife, Rosalie, have 
spent many weekends along the Death 
March trail pulling weeds and cleaning and 
repainting the markers, which quickly get 
covered in mold and moss. 

Hudson said he started the work to honor 
his late father, who on his death bed asked 



Hudson 



his son to track down a daughter he left be¬ 
hind in the Philippines during the war. 

The elder Hudson — who survived the 
Death March, a voyage to Japan in a “hell 
ship,” forced labor in a mine and the atomic 
bombing of Nagasaki — returned to the 
Philippines to look for his fiance after the 
war. He found out that she had been raped 
and murdered by Japanese troops and that 
their daughter had been adopted. 

The younger Hudson moved to the Phil¬ 


ippines in 2012 and tracked down the chil¬ 
dren of his half-sister, Leonida Hudson 
Cortes. Though he learned that she died in 
1999, his work on the Death March markers 
continues. 

A local power company is helping main¬ 
tain 11 markers at the start of the trail, and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars post in An¬ 
geles City is looking after the final seven. 
Hudson said that leaves 120 markers for 
him and his wife. 



Photos courtesy of Bob Hudson 


Left: A Bataan Death March marker along 
the Death March trail in the Philippines 
is shown before and after Bob Hudson 
and his wife, Rosalie, worked to preserve 
it. Above: Rosalie Hudson helps maintain 
one of the markers. 

“I’m almost 70 years old,” he said. “It is 
getting to be a difficult project for me.” 

Recent damage to some of the markers by 
road workers hasn’t made it easier, he said. 

FAME provides the couple with paint, 
and the VFW recently donated some money 
to help fund the project. Those who want to 
help can find more information at http://fili- 
pino-americanmemorials.org/donate/. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Guam student holds donation drive 
to help Puerto Rican storm victims 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

After Hurricane Maria cut a 
path of devastation through the 
Caribbean, a 13-year-old boy at 
a Defense Department school 
on Guam decided to make a 
difference. 

Maria, which is among the 
most intense Atlantic hurricanes 
on record, landed on Sept. 20 in 
Puerto Rico while the island was 
still recovering from Hurricane 
Irma two weeks prior. The Cat¬ 
egory 5 storms killed dozens on 
the island, and a United Nations 
envoy recently reported that 10 of 
78 municipalities are still without 
power and thousands of business¬ 
es remain closed. 

Days after Maria’s arrival, 
Isaac Feliciano, an eighth-grad¬ 
er at Naval Base Guam’s Com¬ 
mander William C. McCool 
Elementary and Middle School, 
was worried about family mem¬ 
bers in Canovanas, Puerto Rico, 
where he and his parents lived 
before his father’s duties as an 


Air Force recruiter brought them 
to Guam earlier this year. 

“I wanted to help our family, 
but also other families that didn’t 
have anything left,” Feliciano told 
Stars and Stripes during a recent 
telephone interview. 

As vice president of McCool’s 
National Junior Honor Society 
chapter, Feliciano suggested a 
donation drive for the hurricane 
victims. 

“I took it to our membership 
and brought it to a vote and it was 
unanimous,” said Linda Serrano, 
faculty adviser to the Honor Soci¬ 
ety. “We all thought it was a great 
idea. The school supported the 
drive 100 percent.” 

Classrooms set up boxes so stu¬ 
dents could donate, said Yamil 
Feliciano, Isaac’s mother. 

Members of the Honor Society, 
including Isaac’s younger sister 
Yadinette, divided the items into 
38 aid boxes. Each contained a 
week’s worth of food and toiletries 
for one family, she said. The boxes 
also contain messages in Spanish 


wishing the families well. 

“Puerto Ricans are strong, re¬ 
silient people,” Yadinette said. 
“Even though the lights are off, 
that will not dim our spirit be¬ 
cause the light will always shine 
in our hearts.” 

“Puerto Rico se levanta,” she 
added, which means, “Puerto 
Rico will rise.” 

Information from The Associated Press 
was used in this report. 
cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 



Courtesy of Yamil Feliciano 


National Junior Honor Society members from Commander William 
C. McCool Elementary and Middle School at Naval Base Guam pose 
with a Puerto Rican flag after organizing a donation drive to help 
families affected by Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 
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FBI not 
told of vet’s 
criminal 
record 

Associated. Press 

DALLAS — A recent lapse by 
the U.S. Army to disclose a Texas 
veteran’s criminal record to the 
FBI is the latest example of the 
military failing to document 
criminal convictions, according 
to a newspaper’s review. 

Former Army 1st Sgt. Grego¬ 
ry McQueen pleaded guilty two 
years ago to more than a dozen 
military charges for attempting 
to run a prostitution ring in Fort 
Hood. But the conviction didn’t 
show up in a state background 
check when a foster care agency 
hired McQueen in March to care 
for abused and neglected chil¬ 
dren, the Dallas Morning News 
reported. 

The Army later acknowledged 
it failed to submit information 
about McQueen’s criminal record 
to an FBI database widely used 
for background checks. State of¬ 
ficials said McQueen’s record 
should have kept him out of the 
foster care job. 

Dozens of Texas agencies rely 
on FBI criminal history data 
when hiring for skilled occupa¬ 
tions such as police officers, law¬ 
yers, doctors and even foster care 
parents. 

“Background checks are im¬ 
portant tools to help screen for 
potential issues,” said Chris¬ 
tine Mann, spokeswoman for 
the Texas Health and Human 



Gregory McQueen 


Services Commission. “When it 
comes to vetting potential foster 
parents, it’s in everyone’s best in¬ 
terest to make sure that criminal 
databases contain the most com¬ 
plete, accurate and up-to-date 
information.” 

The military’s reporting fail¬ 
ures recently drew attention after 
former airman Devin Kelley fa¬ 
tally shot more than two dozen 
people in Sutherland Springs. 
The Air Force admitted to not 
disclosing his 2012 domestic vio¬ 
lence conviction, which should 
have prevented him from legally 
purchasing firearms. 

Civilian law enforcement and 
court agencies upload criminal 
convictions to two criminal data¬ 
bases kept by the federal govern¬ 
ment. One database is used by 
gun sellers. The second database 
is called the National Crime In¬ 
formation and is widely used for 
workplace licensing and back¬ 
ground checks. 

The Army said McQueen’s con¬ 
viction showed up in the database 
used by gun sellers but not the 
workplace database. The contrac¬ 
tor that hired McQueen “delisted” 
him three months after discover¬ 
ing his convictions. 


Military IDs soldier killed 
in S. Korea traffic accident 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — An 
American soldier who was killed 
in a traffic accident last week was 
a health care noncommissioned 
officer with two sons, the military 
said Tuesday. 

Sgt. Eric Schenck, 33, of Pla- 
cerville, Calif., died Friday of 
injuries suffered in the accident 
as his convoy was returning to 
Suwon Air Base from a field 
training exercise, the 35th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade said in 
a press release. 

“We lost one of our brothers,” 
brigade commander Col. Rich¬ 
ard Wright said. “The loss of Sgt. 
Schenck will be felt throughout 
the entire formation and collec¬ 
tively we will mourn his loss. 

“We also extend our deepest 
condolences to all Sgt. Schenk’s 
friends and family back home,” 
Wright said. “We will continue to 
keep those closest to him in our 
thoughts and prayers.” 

Schenck, who was a health care 
NCO with the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Battery, 6th Bat¬ 
talion, 52nd ADA Regiment, had 
been in South Korea on an unac¬ 


companied post since January. 

He joined the Army in 2009 
and was deployed to Afghanistan 
in 2012, according to the brigade. 
He had been awarded an Army 
Commendation Medal among 
many other achievements. 

Schenck is survived by his two 
sons, his mother, Joanne Schenck, 
and his fa¬ 
ther, Charles 
Schenck. A 
memorial 
ceremony is 
planned Fri¬ 
day at Suwon 
Air Base. 

Local 

police and 
rescue offi- 

Schenck cials said the 

scnencK deadly colli¬ 

sion began when a car rear-ended 
a U.S. Humvee ambulance, then 
an 8-ton cargo truck slammed 
into the scene just before mid¬ 
night Thursday. 

The truck driver was hospital¬ 
ized, but his injuries were not 
life-threatening, police said, add¬ 
ing they were still investigating 
how the chain of events unfolded. 


gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Appeal ruling releases details 
of a sex scandal at Miramar 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO—A decision hand¬ 
ed down recently in a military ap¬ 
pellate court sheds light on a sex 
scandal that rocked Marine Corps 
Air Station Miramar last year, de¬ 
tailing a senior enlisted leader’s 
escapades with a superior officer 
in their offices and inappropriate 
dalliances with his junior troops. 

A tribunal at the United States 
Navy-Marine Corps Court of 
Criminal Appeals has refused to 
vacate the conviction of ex-Master 
Sgt. Frederico A. “Rico” Williams, 
a 21-year veteran of the service 
and one of Miramar’s senior en¬ 
listed leaders before his Jan. 16, 
2016, court-martial conviction and 
dramatic fall from power. 

A Marine jury found him guilty 
of disobeying a lawful general 
order, uttering a false official 
statement, adultery, larceny and 
obstructing justice. He was sen¬ 
tenced to six months in the brig, 
busted down to private and evicted 
from the corps on a bad-conduct 
discharge, which prevented him 
from retiring from the service and 
collecting military pension and 
U.S. Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs benefits. 

In his appeal, Williams, 41, of 
San Diego, argued that his trans¬ 
gressions were minor and the dis¬ 
charge too severe, but the three 
judges disagreed and said the pun¬ 
ishment fit the litany of crimes he 
committed. 

“This characterization of (his) 
misconduct demonstrates failure 
to grasp its true impact, and to un¬ 
derstand how inimical it is to mili¬ 
tary service,” wrote Navy Capt. 
Colleen Glaser-Alien, the chief 
judge, in her 10-page opinion. 

Reached by telephone, Williams 
said he was disappointed by the 
ruling but knew he did wrong. He 
vowed to appeal the decision to the 
United States Court of Appeals for 
the Armed Forces in Washington. 

In the meantime, a separate case 
is percolating through the Naval 
Clemency and Parole Board. 

“I definitely have a sour taste in 
my mouth. I sat in the brig for six 
months and wasn’t allowed to re¬ 
tire from the Marine Corps after a 
good 21-year career,” he said. 

Married in 2008, Williams was 
posted to Marine Wing Head¬ 
quarters Squadron 3 at Miramar’s 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing four 
years later. He served as both the 
maintenance management chief 
and one of the most senior non¬ 
commissioned officers inside the 
Wing, responsible for overseeing 


This characterization 
of (his) misconduct 
demonstrates 
failure to grasp its 
true impact, and 
to understand how 
inimical it is to 
military service, f 

Navy Capt. Colleen Glaser-Alien 

chief judge 


supplies flowing to mechanics. 

During an investigation into a 
discrimination complaint against 
other senior leaders, a witness 
mentioned a problem in a $332 
travel claim Williams submit¬ 
ted for a trip to Arizona’s Marine 
Corps Air Station Yuma. Accord¬ 
ing to the corps, his claim was 
based on a forged letter stating 
that there was no on-base lodging 
for Williams to use, triggering a 
probe by Naval Criminal Investi¬ 
gative Service. 

Agents soon learned about his 
extramarital affairs and other 
inappropriate relationships. The 
women included a superior offi¬ 
cer identified only as “IstLt SS,” 
a pair of unnamed sergeants who 
worked for Williams and a female 
friend from his high school days 
who accompanied him to Yuma on 
the trip. 

Williams told the woman to lie 
and say that she was his cousin, 
if anyone asked, according to his 
court-martial documents. 

“The appellant repeatedly acted 
with flagrant disregard of the con¬ 
sequences upon his unit by having 
regular adulterous intercourse 
with a superior officer in his office, 
suggesting a subordinate sergeant 
hold the camera to film his sexual 
escapades, having sex with a dif¬ 
ferent subordinate, stealing from 
the government, and telling a civil¬ 
ian mistress to lie about the nature 
of their relationship to anyone who 
asked,” the chief judge wrote. 

“Significantly, when word of the 
adultery and fraternization spread 
to other active-duty Marines, (Wil¬ 
liams) feigned offense at the ru¬ 
mors, continued his behavior and 
blatantly lied to an NCIS agent just 
hours after having sexual relations 
with the superior officer, stating 
six times, ‘I don’t deal with mili¬ 
tary’ when referring to his sexual 
exploits,” she wrote. 

The superior officer received 
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nonjudicial punishment for con¬ 
duct unbecoming an officer. She 
resigned her commission and left 
the service, according to Marine 
spokeswoman Capt. Morgan M. 
Frazer. 

Williams told The San Diego 
Union-Tribune that two senior 
commissioned officers in the 
command were allowed to quietly 
retire after they were caught in 
unlawful romances. He insisted 
that the lieutenant in his case tes¬ 
tified against him only after she 
reached a plea deal that gave her a 
much lighter penalty for the same 
conduct. 

“We are confident that the com¬ 
mand conducted a thorough in¬ 
vestigation into the matter and 
took appropriate administrative or 
disciplinary action for all persons 
involved,” Frazer said. 

Williams hopes that new judg¬ 
es will reward him for his two 
deployments each to Iraq and 
Afghanistan, three meritorious 
promotions, two Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medals and 
five Navy Achievement Medals for 
superior service and let him retire 
at a lower rank. He remained mar¬ 
ried and said he counted on a mili¬ 
tary pension to help support four 
children, he said. 

The clerk of court for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces said that paperwork 
requesting a review of Williams’ 
case had yet to be submitted. 
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Back: Marine nearly died 
after being shot twice in 
Vietnam; now helps others 



Courtesy of John Musgrave 


John Musgrave receives a Purple Heart while in a hospital bed in the surgical intensive care ward of 
Alpha Medical Battalion at a Marine base in Phu Bai, Vietnam on Nov. 10, 1967, after he was shot in 
the face by a North Vietnamese sniper. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Last week, 50 years to the month 
since he left Vietnam, Musgrave 
learned that a GoFundMe effort 
to send him back had succeeded. 
He will finally return to the place 
that still haunts his dreams. 

He can’t wait. 

His war 

His eyes were gouged out 
He had been disemboweled 
and his testicles and prick 
were cut off and stuffed in 
his mouth. 

... When I made myself look 
into those empty sockets 
of that face I had seen 
laughing 

just the day before, 

I knew I was looking 
at the true face of war. 

— Excerpt from 
“The Listening Post was 
Overrun,” by John Musgrave 

In their four years in Vietnam, 
the 1st Battalion, 9th Marine 
Regiment, earned the nickname 
“The Walking Dead” because it 
fought near nonstop battles and 
is believed to have lost more men 
than any other American unit 
fighting in Vietnam. 

It was Nov. 7, 1967, and Mus¬ 
grave, a line rifleman in the bat¬ 
talion, had been in Vietnam for 11 
months. He’d been wounded once 
— in August — by shrapnel from 
a hand grenade. 

His war was well developed by 
then. He’d seen the cruelty of his 
enemies and the ugly face of ha¬ 
tred, bitterness and cowardice. 

Friends had died and others 
had done monstrous things. 

He’d long given up on his belief 
that he would live. He only won¬ 
dered how he would die. 

“When the ambush was sprung, 
everything became chaos,” Mus¬ 
grave wrote in “Notes to the Man 
who Shot Me,” the title piece of 
his compilation of poems pub¬ 
lished in 2003. 

Everyone hit the deck except 
for one man who stood fighting 
until he took a bullet to the chest. 
Musgrave followed another Ma¬ 
rine onto the battlefield to help 
their downed buddy. 

The first bullet hit Musgrave’s 
chin. A sniper had been lying in 
wait for other Marines to run out. 

“That’s when I became bait,” 
he wrote. 

The shooting paused until an¬ 
other Marine had lifted Musgrave 
to drag him off the battlefield. 
Then the sniper opened with a 
fresh burst, striking Musgrave 
in the chest and, to the best of his 
knowledge, killing the man who 
tried to save him. 

Musgrave nearly died on that 
battlefield; he nearly died on his 
way out of Vietnam. 

He nearly finished the job him¬ 
self in the years that followed. 

For decades, he believed both 
the men who’d run out to save him 
died on that battlefield. But last 


year, a friend found an after-ac¬ 
tion report. Nineteen men in his 
platoon were wounded that day, 
including Musgrave. One died. 

After 49 years, that guilt doesn’t 
dissipate easily. 

Learning to heal 

Some had been blown into 
the trees - 

Their entrails hanging 

below them, draped over 
limbs 

As I looked up 
I felt no compassion 

No pity, not even horror 
I just thought they looked 
like 

Christmas trees in Hell. 

— Excerpt from 
“B.D.A. (Bomb Damage 
Assessment),” by Musgrave 

He would never run like a boy 
again. A cane became his com¬ 
panion. So did the pain. 

Long before he got home his 
war had stopped making sense. 
After war, life made no sense. He 
believed that he had no place back 
home and that he’d abandoned his 
unit, which went on to fight at Khe 
Sanh during the Tet Offensive in 
the coming weeks. 

But slowly, over many years, 
Musgrave began to heal. 

Words helped. A gentle man, he 
poured them out onto the page in 
an almost violent extraction — as 
if they burned to the touch. 

Surviving every day helped. It 
was one more day to heal. And 
loving his four children became 
his reason to be. 

He became a strong anti-war 
advocate and that sent him down 
the path to his calling: working 
with and counseling veterans. 

Musgrave began negotiating 
what he called his own personal 
ceasefire about 15 years ago. 

His work with other veterans 
gained momentum, particularly 
with post-9/11 vets. He found he 
could help them heal. Or at least 
help save them so time could do 
its part. 

He teamed with Iraq War vet¬ 
eran and Army Maj. Jeff Hall, 
who was based at Fort Riley, Kan. 
Hall navigated his own recovery 
from PTSD and was working with 
soldiers in the Warrior Transition 
Unit, using art and theater to help 
them extract their bottled-up 
rage. 

With the base commander’s 
support they ran a theater pro¬ 
gram, retreats and off-post meet¬ 
ings with active-duty wounded 
soldiers who felt more confident 
opening up outside the confines 
of the military. 

“We’d go around and tell our 
story,” Hall said. “He would tell 
his story. He is a counselor and he 
would counsel these guys. It was 
conversation that helped.” 

A few years ago, documen¬ 
tary filmmakers Ken Burns and 
Lynn Novick asked Musgrave 
if he would participate in their 


documentary “The Vietnam 
War.” He was featured in it, along 
with dozens of other veterans 
and survivors — American and 
Vietnamese. 

Watching the film this year, 
Musgrave was blown away by the 
journeys he was witnessing on 
the screen. 

“They had aged just like I had,” 
he said. “And they were strug¬ 
gling with the memories, just like 
I was.” 

He was able to relate to them as 
fellow soldiers for the first time. 

“I think that watching that was 
when I emotionally completed my 
cease-fire,” he said. 

A time to reconcile 

You’re exhausted 

You sit in your hole in water 
up to your waist. 

You piss in your pants, what 
difference does it make, and 

for a few seconds you feel 
warm. 

You’re a Marine. 

What in hell did you expect? 

Remember, In Case of Rain 

The War will Not 

Be Held In The 

Auditorium. 

Yeah, no shit. 

— Excerpt from “Monsoon,” 
by Musgrave 

They go around the table. The 
men talk about what they saw in 
war, and the buddies they lost, 
the guilt they have and about how 
they stay secluded, lonely and 
sometimes hurt the ones they 
love. 

“I found myself wanting to 
do the job that the enemy didn’t 
finish on the field of battle,” 
Musgrave tells them. They are 
captured in a 20-minute epilogue 
to the Burns and Novick docu¬ 
mentary showing Musgrave help¬ 


ing lead a counseling session over 
dinner with post-9/11 veterans. 

“I would like to tell you that you 
are gonna reach a point that it’s 
all going to go away, but I can’t 
tell you that based on my own 
experience. I can tell you it’s still 
worth the fight,” he said. 

A younger veteran reads a let¬ 
ter he wrote to John. 

“I never expected a genera¬ 
tion of soldiers whom I always 
believed to have a way worse war 
than my generation to be able to 
sit and help so well, to show us 
that it’s not just any war that we 
relate to — it’s the ones that force 
our souls to tear,” he reads. “That 
even though our will to live is cal¬ 
loused and weathered, we know 
they made it and that is an exam¬ 
ple to live by.” 

Musgrave has also reached out 
over the years to men he served 
with — and to the families of 
some who didn’t make it home. 

It was about 40 years later when 
he found the Marine who car¬ 
ried him off the battlefield that 
day. They spoke, Musgrave said, 
but the Marine’s wife later told 
him that it was difficult for her 
husband every time Musgrave 
called. Now he just writes to him 
on Christmas. 

He also reached out to the 
brother of the Navy corpsman 
who rescued him the first time he 
was wounded. But life without his 
brother had been hard for him, so 
Musgrave backed off. 

Then, the brother saw Burns’ 
documentary and reached out to 
Musgrave. 

The brother, his wife and their 
daughter — who was just an in¬ 
fant when “Doc” would share a 
photo of his niece with the guys 
— came to Kansas to visit Mus¬ 
grave this month. 

“Now we are thick as thieves,” 
Musgrave said. 


Back to Vietnam 

I sometimes imagine 
us meeting again 
and talking about that 
ambush 

while our children play 
together 

You were a good soldier 
I’ve come to realize 
that you and I 
had more in common 
than we did 

with the men who sent us 
to kill each other 
— Excerpt from “Notes to the 
Man who Shot Me, Revisited,” by 
Musgrave 

Before the documentary aired 
on PBS in September, Musgrave 
joined Burns and Novick onstage 
at Liberty Hall in Lawrence, 
Kan., for a preview. 

Afterward, an audience mem¬ 
ber asked him whether he had 
returned to Vietnam. Musgrave 
said he would like to, but he never 
had the money. In the audience 
that night, his longtime friends 
Vietnam veteran David Hann 
and his wife, Rose Marino, who’d 
made the trip, saw the outpouring 
of emotion for Musgrave. 

People talked about raising 
money for Musgrave and his wife, 
Shannon, to make the pilgrimage. 
When no one took action, Marino 
created a GoFundMe page with 
a $10,000 goal. A wealthy donor 
committed to match that goal 
when it was reached. 

Musgrave thought, “Well, 
good luck.” But when the page 
hit the goal Dec. 1, he was 
overwhelmed. 

Hall, who is running for the 
state legislature in Oklahoma, 
said he hoped to join Musgrave 
on the trip, though the election 
might waylay those plans. 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Stoltenberg’s NATO 
tenure is extended 
for another 2 years 


By Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — NATO extended 
Secretary-General Jens Stolten¬ 
berg’s tenure for two more years 
at the head of the world’s biggest 
military alliance on Tuesday. 

Stoltenberg has held the post 
since 2014, and his term has been 
marked by a spike in security 
challenges, including a resurgent 
Russia and 
foreign 
fighters re¬ 
turning to 
Europe from 
Syria and 
Iraq. 

NATO said 
in a state¬ 
ment that the 
29 NATO na¬ 
tions decid¬ 
ed to prolong 
the former 
Norwegian prime minister’s term 
until Sept. 30, 2020. 

It said the allies “congratulate 
the Secretary-General and have 
full confidence in his ability to 
continue his dedicated work to 
advance NATO’s adaptation to 
the security challenges of the 21st 
century.” 

British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May lauded Stoltenberg as 
a “true champion of the NATO 
alliance.” 

She said “he has made sure 
that NATO has stood strong but 


not stood still, meeting Russian 
aggression in eastern Europe 
while reforming to face develop¬ 
ing threats such as cyberattacks 
and hybrid-warfare.” 

Last week, the German govern¬ 
ment backed a two-year extension 
of Stoltenberg’s term. 

Defense Minister Ursula von 
der Leyen said Stoltenberg had 
“the full support of Germany,” 
adding that he had “done excel¬ 
lent work modernizing NATO 
and adapting its structures to a 
changed security situation.” 

She also praised his strong 
support of closer cooperation be¬ 
tween NATO and the European 
Union, which have 22 member 
states in common. 

Stoltenberg took up the position 
just after Russia had annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
and Islamic State had seized cit¬ 
ies in Syria and Iraq, inspiring a 
new, more brutal form of terror¬ 
ism that would wreak havoc in 
European capitals. 

For the NATO secretary-gen¬ 
eral “2014 was a turning point,” 
he told The Associated Press dur¬ 
ing a trip to Poland in late August 
for talks with top officials and to 
thank some of about 4,000 NATO 
troops stationed in eastern Eu¬ 
rope to deter an increasingly ag¬ 
gressive Moscow. 

“Suddenly the world really 
changed,” Stoltenberg said. 



Stoltenberg 


Back: Veteran has high 
hopes for return to Vietnam 


FROM PAGE 6 

“I just want to be there to make 
sure he doesn’t fall down,” Hall 
said. “I want to protect him. I 
want him to really love this trip.” 

“He’s strong enough — it will 
be good for him,” said fellow 
Vietnam vet and longtime friend 
John Solbach, who is organizing 
the trip. 

Solbach was a corporal with the 
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi¬ 
ment in Vietnam and has known 
Musgrave for about 34 years. He 
has been back twice and believes 
the trip will be “cathartic” for 
Musgrave. 

“The North Vietnamese men he 
fought against are old men now,” 
he said. “We may run across 
them from time to time at mu¬ 
seums and memorials. They will 
be happy to talk to us and shake 
our hands. The same things hap¬ 
pened to them as happened to us. 
They had their lives turned up¬ 
side down. They didn’t know if 


they would live or die. They live 
with the terrors of war, with sur¬ 
vivor’s guilt.” 

Musgrave still lives with those 
same nightmares. He still wakes 
up screaming. 

But now, he has great hope for 
meeting the people of Vietnam 
anew. He wants to see the beauty 
of the country without the dark 
cloud of war. He wants to see its 
people as survivors, like himself. 

He wants to visit the battlefield 
where he was shot and be able to 
“walk out of that country upright.” 
And maybe, finally, feel like he 
completed his tour of duty. 

“I am trying not to have unre¬ 
alistic expectations,” he said. “I 
keep telling myself to calm down 
— in the vernacular of the day, 
just keep your shit in one pile; 
don’t expect the world. I just can’t 
imagine that it will be negative in 
any way.” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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AFN completes final phase of transition to HD 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — 
American Forces Network made the switch 
to high-definition TV overnight Monday 
in Europe, the Americas, Southwest Asia 
and Africa, completing the last phase of 
the agency’s worldwide conversion to HD 
programming. 

AFN officials said off-base subscribers 
should still be able to view AFN chan¬ 
nels with either the Cisco 9865 decoder 

— which has been around since about 2010 

— or the new AFN7500 decoder, both of 
which are compatible with the new digital 
signal after minor setting changes. 

About 20,000 of the 70,000 decoder boxes 
worldwide cannot receive the new digital 


signal and will have to be replaced, AFN 
officials have said. 

Those using the older Cisco decoder will 
need to adjust the channel lineup from 1-9 
to 102-109, said an AFN Europe spokesman. 
The new lineup has a single high-definition 
sports channel instead of two; previously, 
there was a high-definition and a standard- 
definition sports channel, both offering the 
same content. 

Satellite dishes do not have to be 
adjusted. 

Customers having problems getting a 
signal should contact the AFN help desk 
at myafn.net/afnhd, the AFN spokesman 
said. 

Off-base residents needing the new 
AFN7500 decoder should be able to find 


one in most Europe base exchanges, where 
the devices began arriving about a week 
ago, AAFES officials said. 

“We have plenty of decoders in the stores, 
with additional inventory in our warehous¬ 
es to ensure we have enough decoders for 
our customers,” said Jason Moore, chief of 
telecommunications outside the continen¬ 
tal United States for AAFES. 

Some customers were snapping up de¬ 
coders at the Ramstein base Exchange on 
Tuesday morning, undeterred by the $229 
price tag so close to the holidays. 

Dave Ritter, an Army retiree, stopped 
by Tuesday after waking up to find a blue 
screen on his television with no AFN sig¬ 
nal. “I’m going to be here for a while, so I’ll 
get my money’s worth,” he said. 


Todd Jackson, an Air Force retiree, said 
he set up his new decoder Monday night in 
about 15 minutes by following directions 
online. “Compared to the old one, it was a 
cake walk,” he said of the process. Jackson 
was waiting for AFN to authorize his de¬ 
coder number to receive a signal and see 
crisper, HD images on his television set. 

Whether the process is as seamless for 
on-base residents across Europe remains 
to be seen. 

At some bases in the Pacific, residents 
had to purchase or rent a new set-top box 
to get the service, which is provided free to 
the military if they have a television set in¬ 
compatible with AFN’s upgraded MPEG-4 
signal. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 



Joshua McKerrow, The Baltimore Sun/AP 


A midshipmen’s cap is seen on the spire atop the Naval Academy 
Chapel in Annapolis, Md., on Monday. An unnamed midshipman 
placed the cap on the chapel’s obelisk last week. 

Mid faces discipline 
after scaling stunt at 
Naval Academy Chapel 


Report: Hidden gas line sparked 
explosion that burned 15 troops 



Ana S. MADRiGAL/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, operate an 
assault amphibious vehicle at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., on Dec. 3. A report found an unseen gas line sparked an 
explosion that injured troops in one of the vehicles in September. 


By Selene San Felice 

The (Annapolis, Md.) Capital 

Naval Academy lore claims a 
midshipman who can get his cap 
— called a cover — atop the cha¬ 
pel’s obelisk will earn relaxed re¬ 
strictions, or carry-on. 

The midshipman who climbed 
more than 200 feet to plant his 
cover at the legendary spot late 
last week will receive the opposite 
of that, an academy spokesman 
said Monday. 

Lt. Cmdr. David McKinney said 
the unnamed mid faces serious 
consequences for the dangerous 
stunt in the days leading up to the 
Army-Navy football game Satur¬ 
day in Philadelphia. 

“We’re incredibly disappointed 
that a midshipman would break 
the rules and do something so 
dangerous to put his life at risk 
for a stunt like this. He is being 
held accountable for his actions 
in breaking a known set of rules,” 
McKinney said. 

The dangerous nature of the 
stunt puts it beyond a lighthearted 


prank and is not something the 
academy wants to see repeated, 
McKinney said. “It’s a wonder the 
kid didn’t get hurt,” he said. “At 
that height, you don’t just get hurt, 
you die.” 

McKinney said the midshipman 
likely climbed the approximate 225 
feet height of the chapel using so¬ 
phisticated climbing equipment. 

Attempting to put a cover on 
the chapel to gain carry-on is an 
academy tradition dating to 1845 
(though the current chapel wasn’t 
dedicated until 1908) and has been 
accomplished a few times. 

The Capital reported covers ap¬ 
pearing atop the chapel in 2009 
and 2015, and a video online 
shows it being done with a drone 
in March 2012. Before that, acad¬ 
emy officials said it hadn’t been 
done since the 1970s. 

Monday, the cover was still vis¬ 
ible atop the chapel as well as the 
climbing line that may have been 
involved in the effort to scale the 
building. The academy is still 
working out how to get the cover 
down. 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — An armored 
amphibious vehicle stuck in a 
rut along a Camp Pendleton road 
nicked a hidden gas line during a 
September exercise, engulfing 14 
Marines and a sailor in a fireball 
that grew into a 20-foot pillar of 
flames, according to an official 
report released by the Marine 
Corps on Monday. 

While its driver tried to extri¬ 
cate the assault amphibious vehi¬ 
cle — also known as an “amtrack” 
— from a ditch, a backfiring en¬ 
gine sparked the gas detonation 
on the morning of Sept. 13 along 
Range 301 Road near the Bravo 
3 “combat town” training site, 
1st Marine Division investigators 
concluded. 

“They attempted to get unstuck 
several times and then I heard a 
pop sound and then it exploded,” 
wrote an unnamed Marine in an 
official statement included in the 
heavily redacted 210-page report. 

Four amtrack crewmembers 
from 1st Platoon, Company A were 
burned as were nine Marines and 
a Navy corpsman from C Co., 1st 
Battalion, 1st Marines, which was 
conducting pre-deployment war 
games when another vehicle’s 
tread got tangled in communica¬ 
tions wire, forcing them off the 
road to let smaller trucks pass. 

“Many of the facial and hand 
injuries might have been less¬ 
ened if Marines had been wear¬ 
ing flame retardant clothing on 
those affected areas,” Maj. Gen. 
Eric M. Smith, the commander of 
1st Marine Division, wrote on an 
endorsing document attached to 
the report. 

Smith noted, however, that the 
amtrack crew wore their special 
protective equipment and still suf¬ 
fered burns. Those flames were 
described by unnamed witnesses 
in the report as “rolling” and like 
a “blowtorch” in intensity. 

Temperatures were so high 
that the gas pipe welded to the 
vehicle’s steel tread. Photographs 
included in the report show recov¬ 
ered weapons that appear melted 


in places, with warped barrels 
and missing metal pieces. 

Along with the stream of natu¬ 
ral gas, about 170 gallons of die¬ 
sel fuel also fed the fire, which 
consumed the entire steel roof 
and the right side of the armored 
vehicle. 

One of the unidentified witness¬ 
es recalled seeing a Marine with 
“very bad burns to his upper body 
which was exposed through his 
tattered blouse. One was lying on 
his back and the other was on his 
knees looking at his hands. Both 
were conscious and screaming.” 

Six paramedic units, three 
brush fire engines, a ladder truck, 
five aero-medical ambulances 
and a firefighting aircraft rushed 
to the mishap, but the blaze wasn’t 
extinguished until more than six 
hours later, after workers closed 
off the gas line. 

The report revealed that the 
officials planning the exercise 
did not know that a Marine D8T 
bulldozer three months ear¬ 
lier had ruptured the same line 
about 90 feet north of the Sept. 13 
accident. 

“Once the dozer was out of the 
rut, the operator shut the dozer off, 
heard a hissing sound and cleared 
all personnel from the area,” ac¬ 
cording to a separate report by 


Camp Pendleton’s Range Control 
office that was attached to the 1st 
Marine Division probe. 

The gas line apparently cut by 
both vehicles was painted gray 
and blended in with earth that 
had eroded during winter storms, 
exposing the pipe; three nearby 
signs that might have warned 
of an underground hazard were 
faded by the sun and overgrown 
with weeds, investigators found. 

“With that said, even if the 
signs had been clearly readable, 
the average person would inter¬ 
pret them to mean that no digging 
should occur in the vicinity of the 
gas line, but that driving in the 
area would be safe,” Smith wrote. 

The Range Control report noted 
that the troops had slept only 
about seven hours over two nights 
of training before the accident oc¬ 
curred, indicating sleep depriva¬ 
tion might have contributed to the 
calamity. 

A separate investigation con¬ 
ducted by Camp Pendleton-based 
Marines Corps Installation West 
has not been released. 

The probe released Monday did 
not assign blame to any Marine 
or sailor. It also did not address 
who owned or was responsible for 
maintaining the gas line. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Suspect taunted Trump before botched bombing 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Police officers patrol the passageway connecting New York City's Port Authority bus 
terminal and the Times Square subway station Tuesday near the site of Monday’s 
explosion. The suspect was charged Tuesday with supporting an act of terrorism. 


Federal terrorism-related 
charges brought against 
Bangladeshi immigrant 

By Colleen Long 
and Jennifer Peltz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Bangladeshi im¬ 
migrant arrested in a New York subway 
bombing blamed President Donald Trump 
for the botched suicide mission that he said 
he carried out for Islamic State, authorities 
said as they brought federal charges against 
him Tuesday. 

Akayed Ullah posted a statement on his 
Facebook account on his way to the Monday 
morning attack stating, “Trump you failed 
to protect your nation,” the criminal com¬ 
plaint said. He also told law enforcement 
officers at the hospital where he was taken 
with bum injuries to the body and hands, “I 
did it for the Islamic State,” according to the 
complaint. 

His rush-hour attack fizzled in a long 
walkway used by commuters moving be¬ 
tween trains in the city’s busiest subway 
station at Times Square. Three pedestrians 
complained of harmed hearing and head¬ 
aches after the bomb went off. 

Ullah, 27, was expected to appear be¬ 
fore a magistrate judge, though it was not 
immediately clear if he was well enough 
to go to court. 

During a search of his Brooklyn apart¬ 
ment, investigators recovered a passport 
with the words “O America, die in rage” 
scrawled in it, the complaint says. 

He hoped to “terrorize as many people 
as possible” with a bomb filled with metal 


screws that he believed would cause maxi¬ 
mum damage, the complaint said. 

The complaint charged Ullah with pro¬ 
viding material support to a terrorist group, 
use of a weapon of mass destruction and 
three bomb-related counts. 

It was not immediately clear who would 
represent Ullah in court. A news confer¬ 


ence was planned for later Tuesday. 

According to the complaint, Ullah began 
researching how to build a bomb after he 
had “viewed pro-ISIS materials online, in¬ 
cluding a video instructing, in substance, 
that if supporters of ISIS were unable to 
travel overseas to join ISIS, they should 
carry out attacks in their homelands.” 


Overseas, Bangladesh counterterrorism 
officers were questioning Ullah’s wife and 
other relatives, officials there said Tuesday. 
Relatives and police said Ullah last visited 
Bangladesh in September to see his wife 
and newborn son before leaving them be¬ 
hind to return the United States. 

Hours after Monday’s explosion, Trump 
cited the background of the bomber in re¬ 
newing his call for closer scrutiny of for¬ 
eigners who come to the country and less 
immigration based on family ties. 

Ullah — who told investigators he wanted 
to retaliate for American action against ISIS 
extremists—came to the U.S. from Bangla¬ 
desh in 2011 on a visa available to certain 
relatives of U.S. citizens. 

“Today’s terror suspect entered our 
country through extended-family chain 
migration, which is incompatible with na¬ 
tional security,” Trump said in a statement 
that called for various changes to the im¬ 
migration system. Earlier, White House 
spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
said Trump’s proposed policies “could have 
prevented this.” 

On his last visit to Bangladesh, the sus¬ 
pect mostly remained inside a small apart¬ 
ment in Dhaka’s Hazribagh area, said his 
uncle, Abdul Ahad. His nephew arrived in 
Bangladesh on Sept. 8 and returned to New 
York on Oct. 22, he said. 

“He went out of his residence to offer 
prayers at a nearby mosque,” Ahad told The 
Associated Press. 

In a scenario New York had dreaded for 
years, Ullah strapped on a crude pipe bomb 
with Velcro and plastic ties, slipped unno¬ 
ticed into the nation’s busiest subway sys¬ 
tem and set off the device, authorities said. 

The device didn’t work as intended; au¬ 
thorities said Ullah was the only person se¬ 
riously wounded. 


Houston man charged with trying to aid ISIS, sharing bomb-making plans 


Stars and Stripes 

A Houston man was charged 
Monday with distributing bomb¬ 
making instructions and trying to 
support Islamic State, the Justice 
Department said. 

Authorities arrested Kaan Ser- 
can Damlarkaya, 18, a U.S. citi¬ 
zen, on Friday in Houston after 
filing a sealed criminal complaint. 
The complaint was unsealed Mon¬ 
day when Damlarkaya appeared 
before a U.S. magistrate judge, 
the Justice Department said in a 
statement. 

The charges followed an inves¬ 
tigation by the FBI’s Joint Ter¬ 


rorism Task Force and allege 
that he discussed his plans earlier 
this year online with undercover 
agents and others to fight with 
ISIS overseas or, if he couldn’t, 
to commit an attack stateside, the 
statement said. 

Damlarkaya also provided a for¬ 
mula to purported ISIS supporters 
for the explosive triacetone triper¬ 
oxide, or TATP, with instructions 
on how to use it in a pressure cook¬ 
er packed with shrapnel, accord¬ 
ing to the charges. 

“Damlarkaya asked if he could 
provide a farewell video to be pub¬ 
lished should he follow through 
with an attack resulting in his 


death, in order to inspire others,” 
the Justice Department said. 

The explosive, also known as 
the “mother of Satan,” has been 
used to deadly effect by ISIS ex¬ 
tremists in several attacks carried 
out in the West. 

It was reported to have been 
used in the bombing at Manches¬ 
ter Arena in England in May, as 
well as in the November 2015 at¬ 
tacks in Paris and the March 2016 
attack in Brussels. The combined 
death toll from those attacks was 
nearly 200, with several hundred 
wounded. 

Damlarkaya also provided in¬ 
structions on how to build an AK- 


47 or AR-15 assault rifle from 
readily available parts to avoid 
detection by authorities, and he 
discussed the use of a machete or 
samurai sword as an alternative to 
a gun or explosives, the criminal 
complaint alleged. 

He claimed to carry a knife in 
case he was stopped by police and 
to sleep with a machete under his 
pillow in case his house was raid¬ 
ed, the charges said. 

“If I buy a gun or supplies for a 
bomb, they ... will heat up pres¬ 
sure just like a few months ago 
when I was trying an operation 
but they found out,” Damlarkaya 
said last month, apparently allud¬ 


ing to law enforcement authori¬ 
ties, court documents said. 

The criminal complaint said he 
claimed to have tried but failed 
to get to Syria on two previous 
occasions. 

If convicted of unlawfully dis¬ 
tributing explosives information 
or attempting to provide material 
support to a designated foreign 
terrorist organization, he faces up 
to 20 years in prison, the Justice 
Department said. 

Damlarkaya is being held pend¬ 
ing a detention hearing set for 
Thursday. 

news@stripes.com 
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WAR/MILITARY _ 

Afghan special forces 
a rare success story 

US backs plan to nearly double size of elite units 



Marcus Yam, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Master Sgt. Matthew Hanlon, left, an American military adviser, debriefs with Lt. 
Habibulah Noor, a flight instructor, after their training mission in an Mi-17 helicopter in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Oct. 24. 


By Shashank Bengali 

Los Angeles Times 

KABUL, Afghanistan — His knees sway¬ 
ing and his smooth face shadowed by an 
oversized helmet, Amir Khan Mohammad 
Naim did not look like an elite law enforce¬ 
ment officer. 

But when a call went out in his rural 
hometown for recruits to join Afghanistan’s 
police commandos, the 21-year-old farmer’s 
son from the quiet province of Daykundi did 
not hesitate. 

“My duty is to secure Afghanistan, meter 
by meter,” Naim said recently between 
drills at a police training center north of 
Kabul, where NATO advisers are oversee¬ 
ing part of a major transformation in Af¬ 
ghan security forces. 

While conventional Afghan soldiers and 
police struggle to hold their ground against 
insurgents, the country’s special forces 
have been a rare success story, routinely 
responding first to attacks and leading the 
majority of offensive operations. Now the 
U.S.-led coalition is backing a plan to nearly 
double the size of the elite units in an effort 
to take back territory from the militants. 

The $200 million effort is part of a four- 
year plan to bolster security at a time when 
government forces have seen their grip on 
the country slip to its weakest since 2001. 
More than one-third of Afghanistan’s 33 
million people live in areas either controlled 
or contested by the Taliban, Islamic State 
or other insurgent groups, according to the 
most recent U.S. military estimates. 

At the same time, Afghan forces are suf¬ 
fering heavy casualties, with nearly 800 sol¬ 
diers and police killed in one recent month 
alone. 

The units targeted for growth — includ¬ 
ing paramilitary police forces, army com¬ 
mandos and a burgeoning air wing — are 
widely seen as the country’s most capable 
fighters. They now form less than 6 percent 
of Afghanistan’s 350,000-member security 
forces. 

The plan will raise the number of elite 
army, police and air forces from 19,000 to 
nearly 34,000, according to the U.S.-led mil¬ 
itary coalition training Afghan troops. 

That will require attracting new recruits, 
converting some conventional soldiers to 


commandos, furnishing them with better 
training and more logistical support, and 
ensuring they aren’t assigned to static du¬ 
ties like manning checkpoints, where they 
are vulnerable to ambushes. 

“This approach focuses increased atten¬ 
tion and resources on forces that have prov¬ 
en most effective on the battlefield,” the 
Pentagon said in a June report to Congress. 

More than 16 years into the Afghan war, 
the U.S. has already spent nearly $70 billion 
to build, train and equip the Afghan army 
and police, which still routinely fail to se¬ 
cure territory, prevent major insurgent at¬ 
tacks and conduct coordinated operations 
without assistance from coalition advisers. 

Atiqullah Baryalai, a former Afghan dep¬ 
uty defense minister, said the plan could be 
effective if it allows government troops to 
conduct more aggressive operations. 

“Most of the casualties in the security 
forces result from sitting on defense lines,” 
he said. “The reinforcement of special op¬ 
erations forces will help them to be in an 
offensive position, which will consequently 
result in a reduction of casualties.” 

Critics said the emphasis on special forces 
risks diluting the quality of the elite units. 

A recent commentary published by the 
Afghanistan Analysts Network, a Kabul- 
based research organization, said the strat¬ 
egy also could paper over the problem that 
the regular army and police “are appar¬ 
ently not up to their main task, which would 
be bearing the brunt of the fight, in both of¬ 
fensive operations to wrestle territory back 
from the insurgency and defensive opera¬ 
tions to hold captured areas.” 

Coalition officials say an increase in 
the size of the NATO training mission will 
bring the number of international troops 
in Afghanistan to 20,000 by next year and 
allow for closer advising of Afghan soldiers 


and police, including the elite units. 

The paramilitary police include a rapid- 
action force that has conducted more than 
1,500 operations this year, the vast major¬ 
ity without NATO advisers, Afghan officials 
said. The Crisis Response Unit, also known 
as the 222, is often the first to arrive and 
neutralize high-profile attacks, such as in 
March, when militants dressed in lab coats 
opened fire inside Kabul’s main military 
hospital, killing 50 people. 

The Interior Ministry plans to add three 
new units totaling about 2,000 police to the 
existing force of 7,200. Many of the recruits 
undergoing the six-month training pro¬ 
gram are high school graduates who have 
never served in the security forces before, 
but simply answered ads in the media. 

“Most are volunteers who want to serve 
their country,” said Mqj. Mohammad Asif 
Nawabi, commander of the Special Police 
Training Center in Kabul. 

U.S. officials said Afghans continue to 
struggle with providing logistical support 


to units in the field. Part of the expansion 
plan includes developing the capability of 
the Special Mission Wing, a small aerial 
unit that provides transport and limited ar¬ 
tillery support to elite ground forces. 

The unit is set to grow from 826 troops to 
nearly 1,300 and beef up its fleet of Ameri¬ 
can-made PC-12 surveillance aircraft and 
Russian Mi-17 helicopters, Afghan officials 
said. In the past it has had trouble finding 
enough qualified pilots and maintenance 
personnel, leaving many of its aircraft 
grounded with no one to fly them. 

“It takes two to three years to train one 
pilot, and it’s very expensive,” said Brig. 
Gen. Fahim Ramin, the unit’s commander. 
“So we’re going to grow slowly. We don’t 
need quantity. We need quality.” 

The largest special operations unit, the 
Afghan army commandos, will see the 
greatest expansion, growing from 11,300 to 
23,300. That will include the addition of two 
armored vehicle brigades, giving the com¬ 
mandos better ground assault capability, 
U.S. officials said. 

Afghan officials are racing to train men 
to fill those ranks. At a graduation ceremo¬ 
ny in Kabul in October, 830 newly minted 
commandos donned the unit’s maroon be¬ 
rets and showed off their M4 rifles. 

Within weeks, commanders said, the 
graduates would be deployed to outlying 
provinces. 


It takes two to three years to train one pilot, and it’s 
very expensive. So we’re going to grow slowly. We 
don’t need quantity. We need quality, f 

Brig. Gen. Fahim Ramin 

Special Mission Wing unit 


Trump signs $700B defense bill, expects funding fight 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday signed 
a massive $700 billion defense 
budget into law, leaving a fight 
ahead on how to pay for the plan. 

The plan, known as the National 
Defense Authorization Act, busts 
budgetary caps and requires 
special legislative action to fund 
all the new priorities. Without it, 
the defense bill would trigger so- 
called sequestration, automatic, 
across-the-board spending cuts. 

Congress is running the gov¬ 
ernment until Dec. 22 on a Con¬ 
tinuing Resolution—a temporary 
funding measure — and has yet 


to agree on an overall budget, in¬ 
cluding military spending. 

“The defense bill authorizes 
major investments in our mil¬ 
itary’s greatest weapon of all, 
its warriors,” Trump said at the 
White House bill signing. “Now 
Congress must finish the job by 
eliminating the [budget cap re¬ 
quirements] and passing a clean 
appropriations bill. I think it’s 
going to happen.” 

Trump made the remarks dur¬ 
ing a bill-signing ceremony where 
he was flanked by Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis; Rep. Mac Thorn- 
berry, R-Texas, chairman of the 
House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee; Gen. Joseph Dunford, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 


Vice President Mike Pence; and 
servicemembers. 

“Having the president sign the 
NDAA conference report into 
law is a critical milestone in the 
effort to rebuild America’s mili¬ 
tary strength, support our troops, 
and reform the way the Penta¬ 
gon does business,” Thornberry 
said in a statement following the 
bill-signing ceremony. “The poli¬ 
cies in this bill reflect months of 
bipartisan work and agreement. 
But Congress must follow this 
authorization with a matching 
appropriation bill if we are to re¬ 
ally rebuild our military. There is 
more work to do.” 

The 2018 fiscal year plan in¬ 
cludes a 2.4 percent pay raise for 


servicemembers, increases the 
size of the military, funds new 
ships and aircrafts and authorizes 
new spending on missile defense. 
The budget also includes neces¬ 
sary retention pay and bonuses 
and covers costly repairs for two 
Navy ships involved recently in 
deadly crashes. 

“For too long, cuts to the de¬ 
fense budget have crippled mili¬ 
tary readiness and put the lives of 
our servicemembers in danger,” 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., chair¬ 
man of the Senate Armed Servic¬ 
es Committee, said in a statement 
Tuesday. “We have seen the re¬ 
sults of those unconscionable bud¬ 
get cuts: sailors and Marines are 
working 100-hour work weeks, 


the Air Force is short 1,500 pilots, 
only a handful of Army brigades 
are combat-ready, and more ser¬ 
vicemembers are being killed 
and injured in routine training 
accidents than by our enemies in 
combat. This is unacceptable and 
entirely avoidable.” 

The defense bill, which sur¬ 
passed Trump’s defense fund¬ 
ing request, has faced its share 
of challenges this year. Trump’s 
plan was proposed in late May, 
marking the latest a president’s 
budget has ever been submitted 
to Congress, according to Wash¬ 
ington think tank Center for Stra¬ 
tegic and International Studies. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Mike Eliason, Santa Barbara County Fire Department/AP 


County fire hand crewmember Nikolas Abele keeps an eye on a hillside for stray embers Monday during a 
firing operation in Santa Monica Canyon in Carpinteria, Calif. 


NATION 


Calif, fire, 
among 
largest, 
expands 

By Christopher Weber 

Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — The fifth- 
largest wildfire in California his¬ 
tory expanded, ripping through 
dry brush atop a coastal ridge 
while crews struggled to keep 
flames from roaring down into 
neighborhoods amid fears of re¬ 
newed winds. 

Firefighters protected foothill 
homes northwest of Los Angeles, 
making progress in residential 
areas while much of the fire’s 
growth occurred to the north in 
unoccupied forest land, Santa 
Barbara County Fire Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Mike Eliason 
said Tuesday. 

“There were a couple of flare- 
ups in the hills that put on a light 
show last night, but they were 
expected. 

For now the teams are fighting 
the fire on their own terms,” he 
said, adding that shifting winds 
are always a danger. 

Red Flag warnings for fire dan¬ 
ger due to Santa Ana winds and 
a critical lack of moisture were 
extended into the week instead 
of expiring Monday afternoon as 
was initially forecast. 

“It doesn’t get much drier than 
this folks,” the National Weather 
Service tweeted, adding that 
more than 80 observation sites in 
the region reported Monday rela¬ 
tive humidity levels between just 
1 and 9 percent. 

Tens of thousands of people re¬ 
main evacuated, including many 
from the seaside enclaves of Mon- 
tecito, Summerland and Carpin¬ 
teria and the inland agricultural 


town of Fillmore. 

Residents near a Carpinteria 
avocado orchard said the trees 
could end up saving their homes. 

“You have a thick layer of 
leaves underneath the bottom 
and they are watered regularly, 
so it’s like a sponge,” Jeff Dreyer, 
who lives nearby, told KEYT-TV. 
“So the fire gets to the sponge full 
of water and it slows it down. It 
takes a long time for it to burn.” 

Poor air quality kept dozens of 
schools closed. 

As ash rained down and smoke 
blew through streets, regulators 
urged people to remain inside 
if possible and avoid strenuous 
activity. 

Officials handed out masks to 
those who stayed behind in Mon- 


tecito, an exclusive community 
about 75 miles from Los Angeles 
that’s home to stars such as Oprah 
Winfrey, Jeff Bridges and Drew 
Barrymore. Actor Rob Lowe was 
among residents who evacuated 
over the weekend. 

The blaze — known as the 
Thomas Fire — has destroyed 
more than 680 homes, officials 
said. 

It was just partially contained 
after burning more than 360 
square miles of dry brush and 
timber. The fire has been burn¬ 
ing for more than a week. 

To the north, San Francisco 
Bay Area firefighters quickly 
contained blazes Tuesday that 
destroyed at least two homes in 
hills east of Oakland — the site 


of a 1991 firestorm that killed 25 
people. 

Santa Ana winds have long con¬ 
tributed to some of the region’s 
most disastrous wildfires. They 
blow from the inland toward the 
Pacific Ocean, speeding up as 
they squeeze through mountain 
passes and canyons. 

The weather service said that 
if the long-term forecast holds, 
there will have been 13 consecu¬ 
tive days of dry offshore flow be¬ 
fore it ends Friday afternoon. 

There have only been 17 longer 
streaks since 1948, including the 
record of 24 days set between De¬ 
cember 1953 and January 1954. 

High fire risk is expected to 
last into January. 


Mayor of San 
Francisco 
is dead at 65 

By Janie Har 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Mayor Ed 
Lee, who oversaw a technology- 
driven economic boom in the city 
that brought with it sky-high hous¬ 
ing prices, died early Tuesday at 
age 65. 

A statement from Lee’s office 
said the city’s first Asian-Ameri- 
can mayor died at 1:11 a.m. at 
Zuckerberg San Francisco Gen¬ 
eral Hospital. 

“It is with profound sadness 
and terrible grief that we confirm 
that Mayor Edwin M. Lee passed 
away,” the statement said. Lee was 
surrounded by family, friends and 
colleagues. 
No cause of 
death was 
reported. 

San Fran¬ 
cisco Board 
of Supervi¬ 
sors Presi¬ 
dent London 
Breed be¬ 
came acting 
mayor and 
planned a 
late morning news conference. 

Supervisors and other public of¬ 
ficials were stunned and saddened 
by his sudden death. They praised 
the low-key mustachioed mayor 
better known as a former civil 
rights lawyer and longtime city bu¬ 
reaucrat than a flashy politician. 

Former Mayor Willie Brown 
and the late political power broker 
Rose Pak talked Lee into filling out 
the rest of Gavin Newsom’s term 
when he was elected California’s 
lieutenant governor in 2010. 

Brown said Lee will be known 
as the man who “stepped up and 
made it possible for Silicon Valley 
to almost re-locate to our city.” 

Lee was appointed mayor by the 
Board of Supervisors in 2011. He 
won a four-year term in 2011 and 
was re-elected in 2015. He was an 
advocate for the needy, but in 2015, 
he ran against a slate of little- 
known candidates who criticized 
him as doing more for tech leaders 
than for poor people. 

Detractors claimed he catered 
too much to Silicon Valley, citing 
his brokering of a tax break in 
2011 to benefit Twitter as part of 
a remake of the city’s downtown. 
Meanwhile, housing prices have 
surged in San Francisco, with 
modest homes now topping $1.5 
million. 

Lee, who was married and had 
two daughters, was a civil rights 
lawyer who became the San Fran¬ 
cisco city administrator before 
taking over as mayor. 

He was a staunch supporter of 
San Francisco’s sanctuary city pol¬ 
icy toward immigrants, a stance he 
reiterated last month when a Mex¬ 
ican man who had been repeatedly 
deported was acquitted of murder 
in the 2015 killing of Kate Steinle. 

The case became a flashpoint 
in the nation’s immigration de¬ 
bate, with then-candidate Donald 
Trump repeatedly referencing 
it as an example of the need for 
stricter immigration policies and a 
wall along the Mexican border. 


Trump: Women making ‘false accusations’ 


By Catherine Lucey 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump, pushing back against women accus¬ 
ing him of sexual misconduct, insisted Tues¬ 
day he’s the target of “false accusations and 
fabricated stories of women who I don’t know 
and/or have never met.” 

Trump lashed out on Twitter a day after 
three women who previously accused him 
of sexual harassment shared their stories on 
NBC’s “Megyn Kelly Today.” 

Trump says Democrats “have been unable 
to show any collusion with Russia” and now 
are “moving on” to these allegations. He adds: 
“FAKE NEWS!” 

He also attacked Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-N.Y., who on Monday said Trump should 
resign over the allegations. 

Trump said Gillibrand is a “total flunky 
for Chuck Schumer,” the Senate Democratic 
leader. He said Gillibrand, “who would come 


to my office ‘begging’ for campaign contribu¬ 
tions not so long ago (and would do anything 
for them), is now in the ring fighting against 
Trump.” 

The New York Democrat responded on 
Twitter, saying, “You cannot silence me or 
the millions of women who have gotten off the 
sidelines to speak out about the unfitness and 
shame you have brought to the Oval Office.” 

On Monday, the women — Jessica Leeds, 
Samantha Holvey and Rachel Crooks—urged 
Congress to investigate Trump’s behavior. A 
fourth woman also spoke at a news confer¬ 
ence with them via phone. 

White House spokeswoman Sarah Hucka- 
bee Sanders pledged to provide a list of eye¬ 
witnesses whose accounts exonerated the 
president. She did not provide the list by late 
Monday. 

The allegations surfaced during last year’s 
presidential campaign, but the women raised 
the issue anew on the Kelly show Monday and 


at a news conference. 

“It was heartbreaking last year,” Holvey 
said. “We’re private citizens and for us to put 
ourselves out there to try and show America 
who this man is and how he views women, and 
for them to say, ‘Eh, we don’t care,’ it hurt.” 

The former beauty queen claimed that 
Trump ogled her and other Miss USA pageant 
contestants in their dressing room in 2006. 
Crooks is a former receptionist at Trump 
Tower and Leeds says she met Trump on a 
flight. 

Sixteen women have come forward with a 
range of accusations against Trump, many 
after the release of the “Access Hollywood” 
tape last October in which Trump was caught 
on an open microphone bragging about grop¬ 
ing women. One woman, Summer Zevos, a 
contestant on Trump’s reality show, “The Ap¬ 
prentice,” sued, contending that Trump’s de¬ 
nials of her accusations amount to false and 
defamatory statements. 
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Health care site 
hits glitches as 
deadline looms 



r, Conn.) Beardsley Zoo/AP 


Zoo tends to neglected cubs 

One of two new tiger cubs sleeps at the Beardsley Zoo in Bridgeport, Conn., on Monday. The zoo’s 
10-year-old Amur tiger, Changbai, gave birth Nov. 25 to four cubs, but only two survived. The 2-week- 
old female cubs, removed from the mother when she showed no interest in taking care of them, are in 
seclusion in the zoo hospital. They are being hand-fed five times a day. 


Passenger threatens to kill all on board 
after airline makes her put out cigarette 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

Southwest Airlines says it all 
started with a cigarette. 

A passenger was smoking in the 
bathroom somewhere between 
Portland, Ore., and Sacramento, 
Calif., on Saturday, according 
to the airline, and had gone so 
far as to tamper with the smoke 
detector. 

So a flight attendant barged 
in on the woman, according to 
KOIN 6. This at least got her out 
of the bathroom but did little else 
to improve the situation on Flight 
2943. 

The woman ripped an oxygen 
mask out of the ceiling as crew 
forced her back to her seat, the 
station reported. And, indeed, 
a mask appears to dangle in the 
plane aisle as seen in video of the 
ensuing tirade. 

“I have a destination for my¬ 
self!” the woman yells as a pas¬ 
senger behind her looks up from 


his tablet and stares. She is wear¬ 
ing a hat, sunglasses and overcoat 
and collecting her belongings as 
if to disembark the midair flight. 

“I swear, if you don’t ... land,” 
the woman 
says, as a 
flight atten¬ 
dant blocks 
her from 
the aisle, 
“I will kill 
everybody 
on this f-ing 
plane!” 

“You will 
not,” the at¬ 
tendant says. “You will not.” 

“I will!” 

A scuffle in the aisle ends the 
video. The man who took it told 
CBS 13 that the woman had to 
be restrained by passengers and 
crew for the next half-hour. 

Meanwhile, the airline said, pi¬ 
lots called in an emergency and 
landed in Sacramento, somehow 
more or less on schedule. 


Sheriff’s deputies were wait¬ 
ing at the airport. They arrested 
Valerie Curbelo, 24, on a felony 
charge of making a death threat 
and jailed her on $75,000 bail. 

CBS 13 sent a reporter to the 
jail to get her side of the story. It 
didn’t clarify matters much. 

“Why did you decide to smoke 
in the bathroom?” the reporter 
asked Curbelo. “That’s what they 
say you were doing.” 

“The anxiety,” Curbelo said. 
“Yeah, the anxiety.” 

“You were saying some pretty 
threatening things,” the reporter 
continued. “Like, you were going 
to kill everybody on the plane.” 

She nodded. 

He asked why. 

“I don’t know,” Curbelo said. 
“It was not me. It was not me.” 

Curbelo, who lives in Or¬ 
egon, was still jailed on Monday 
afternoon. 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Consumer 
advocates reported some glitch¬ 
es Monday in the final days for 
“Obamacare” sign-ups, although 
the Trump administration largely 
seemed to be keeping its promise of 
a smooth enrollment experience. 

In Illinois, some consumers 
who successfully completed an 
application for financial assis¬ 
tance through HealthCare.gov got 
a message saying they would like¬ 
ly be eligible to buy a health plan, 
“but none are available to you in 
your area.” 

That information was incorrect 
because every county in the nation 
currently has at least one health 
insurer offering plans under the 
Affordable Care Act for next year. 

Friday is the last day to enroll 
for subsidized private coverage 
in 39 states served by the federal 
HealthCare.gov website. Consum¬ 
er interest has remained brisk, 
even as the Trump administration 
cut the sign-up season in half, re¬ 
ducing it from roughly 90 days to 
45 days. 

Former President Barack 
Obama offered encouragement 
Monday for the closing push, post¬ 
ing on social media and joining a 
conference call with enrollment 
counselors. 

On the call, Obama accused 
“Republicans in Washington” 
of trying to “sabotage” progress 
made reducing the number of 
uninsured. The American people 
“don’t want a health care system 
that’s sent into chaos just for par¬ 
tisan reasons,” Obama said, ac¬ 
cording to a transcript provided 
by his office. 

President Donald Trump came 
into office looking to dismantle 
his predecessor’s health law, but 
it survived. Although the admin¬ 
istration slashed the ad budget for 
sign-up season and scaled back 
grants for enrollment counselors, 
officials promised the Healthcare, 
gov website would work seamless¬ 
ly this year. That promise will be 
tested in this week’s crush. 

Stephani Becker, of the Sargent 


Shriver National Center on Pover¬ 
ty Law in Chicago, said the glitch 
in which consumers were told 
there were no plans was reported 
by counselors starting late last 
week and again on Monday. It also 
surfaced in other states besides Il¬ 
linois, she said. 

Trained counselors know 
enough about the program to ques¬ 
tion the accuracy of the message, 
but “the average consumer might 
just walk away,” Becker said. 

An administration official said 
the issue has been resolved, and 
HealthCare.gov is reaching out 
to the consumers affected to en¬ 
courage them to complete their 
applications. However, Becker 
said advocates had gotten a simi¬ 
lar response from the administra¬ 
tion last week, and the problem 
continued. 

Thursday and Friday are ex¬ 
pected to be the heaviest days 
for sign-ups. That could slow the 
HealthCare.gov website and lead 
to long hold times at the federal 
call center. For most people, this 
is the last opportunity to secure 
coverage for 2018 or switch from 
an existing plan. 

One exception: People living in 
hurricane-affected areas can get 
an extension to sign up by Dec. 
31 by contacting the Healthcare, 
gov call center. That could make a 
difference in states such Florida, 
Texas and Georgia. 

Enrollment fluctuates in the 
course of the year, but it’s esti¬ 
mated that 9 million to 10 million 
people currently have coverage 
through the ACA’s marketplaces. 
The markets cater to people who 
don’t have access to a job-based 
plan, and participation is expected 
to dip somewhat next year. 

In a twist, many people eligible 
for financial help may actually 
be able to pay lower premiums in 
2018. Although list-price premi¬ 
ums for the most popular plans 
went up sharply, so did taxpayer- 
provided subsidies that limit how 
much individuals actually have to 
pay. In many communities, bare- 
bones “bronze” plans are avail¬ 
able for no monthly premium to 
those eligible for subsidies. 


I I have a 
destination 
for myself! * 

Valerie Curbelo 

agitated Southwest 
Airlines passenger 


Police close, search stretch of Detroit highway for clues in linked shootings 


By Corey Williams 

Associated Press 

DETROIT—Authorities tempo¬ 
rarily closed a stretch of highway 
in Detroit on Monday to search for 
shell casings or other clues in the 
apparently random shooting of 
four vehicles last week. 

About 2 miles of westbound In¬ 
terstate 94 on Detroit’s east side 
was shut down as police searched 
for evidence that could lead to an 


arrest in Thursday’s shootings, 
which wounded one driver who 
was shot in the leg. 

Police dogs also were to be used 
to search for shell casings, state 
police Lt. Michael Shaw said. 

“For us, this is basically our 
last opportunity to take a walk 
through there to make sure we got 
everything and make sure that we 
didn’t miss anything,” Shaw said, 
noting that it would likely be the 


last search of the roads because 
snow was expected and would 
have to be plowed. 

Police called off a planned 
search Monday of a part of 1-96 on 
the city’s west side where two of 
the shootings occurred due to the 
falling snow and safety concerns. 

Investigators have said they 
believe the shootings are linked. 
But Shaw said investigators don’t 
believe they’re dealing with a 


situation like the one in which two 
dozen vehicles were shot at along 
1-96 and nearby roads between 
Lansing and Detroit over a three- 
day period in 2012. 

An area man, Raulie Casteel, of 
Wixom, was sentenced in 2014 to 
prison on terrorism and weapons 
charges for those attacks and also 
is serving time for a related case 
in Oakland County. 

Defense attorney DougMullkoff 


said the geologist was mentally ill 
and was “very troubled” at the 
time of the shootings. 

“That was multiple shootings 
on multiple days in multiple loca¬ 
tions,” Shaw said. “This is one in¬ 
cident that involved four victims.” 

The motives behind the Detroit 
shootings could be varied and in¬ 
clude someone who was “mad at 
the world for about a half-hour,” 
Shaw said. 
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Big revenue from 
tax plan claimed; 
analysts doubtful 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., center, joined by Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R- 
Wis., and other GOP lawmakers on Sept. 27, talks about the Republicans’ proposed rewrite of the tax 
code for individuals and corporations at the Capitol in Washington. 


By Marcy Gordon 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Repub¬ 
lican tax plan will deliver a swift 
adrenaline shot to the economy 
that will send hundreds of billions 
pouring into federal tax coffers, 
the Trump administration asserts 
in a new analysis. But nonpartisan 
analysts make a less rosy projec¬ 
tion of new revenue from the tax 
legislation now before Congress. 

House and Senate negotiators 
are rushing to finalize the tax 
legislation and deliver the prom¬ 
ised measure to President Donald 
Trump before Christmas. Trump 
will try on Wednesday to sell the 
American people on a GOP tax 
overhaul that is unpopular with 
many. His pitch: The plan will 
lift all economic boats, bringing 
a brighter future for taxpayers 
and their families, according to 
spokeswoman Lindsay Walters. 

A Treasury Department analy¬ 
sis issued Monday estimated the 
tax legislation will generate a 
large part of $1.8 trillion in new 
revenue over 10 years. 

Trump and Republican lead¬ 
ers in Congress have promoted 


the massive tax plan by promis¬ 
ing that the tax cuts will boost the 
economy and create jobs. Their 
idea is that growth sparked by the 
legislation will let the tax cuts pay 
for themselves and not balloon the 
$20 trillion deficit. 

Public polling shows many 
Americans are unhappy with the 
proposal. The separate bills re¬ 
cently passed by the House and 
Senate combine steep tax cuts for 
corporations with more modest 
reductions for most individuals. 

Both measures would cut taxes 
by about $1.5 trillion over the next 
decade while adding billions to 
the deficit. They would bring the 
biggest overhaul of the U.S. tax 
system in 30 years, pushing into 
every corner of the U.S. economy 
and society. They would double 
the standard deduction used by 
most Americans to $12,000 for in¬ 
dividuals and $24,000 for couples. 

The administration’s estimate 
of new revenue from the tax plan 
is a lot higher than nonpartisan 
congressional analysts have pro¬ 
jected. The Joint Committee on 
Taxation estimates that growth 
stimulated by the anticipated tax 
cuts in the Senate bill will gener¬ 


ate some $408 billion in additional 
tax revenue over 10 years. For 
the House bill, the House-Senate 
committee sees $483 billion in 
new revenue. 

The Treasury analysis “is noth¬ 
ing more than one page of fake 
math,” said Senate Democratic 
Leader Chuck Schumer. 

The analysis includes an as¬ 
sumption that tax cuts and other 
administration policies would 
cause the economy to expand at 
a 2.9 percent annual pace over 10 
years. Economic growth at that 
level would, in theory, be enough 
to keep the national debt from 
rising. 


But most analyses have con¬ 
cluded that the tax plan would 
add at least $1 trillion to budget 
deficits in the next decade be¬ 
cause the analyses foresee sig¬ 
nificantly less growth resulting 
from the tax cuts. 

The Treasury Department anal¬ 
ysis says about half the expected 
increase in economic growth like¬ 
ly will result from tax benefits for 
corporations. Trump and the Re¬ 
publicans have insisted that busi¬ 
nesses will use the tax savings to 
invest and create new jobs. 

According to the analysis, the 
other half of the increased growth 
will come from tax reductions for 


individuals and businesses whose 
profits are reported on owners’ 
personal income tax returns, as 
well as from planned administra¬ 
tion initiatives such as infrastruc¬ 
ture development and a welfare 
overhaul. 

GOP leaders in Congress aim 
to iron out the significant differ¬ 
ences between the House and Sen¬ 
ate tax bills to pass a final blended 
package. 

Republicans are determined to 
produce the first revamp of the 
nation’s tax code in three decades 
and prove they can govern after 
their failure to dismantle the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act. 


Merriam-Webster’s word of the year for 2017 is ‘feminism’ 


By Leanne Italie 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — This may or 
may not come as a surprise: Mer¬ 
riam-Webster’s word of the year 
for 2017 is “feminism.” 

Yes, it’s been a big year or two or 
100 for the word. In 2017, lookups 
for feminism increased 70 percent 
over 2016 on Merriam-Webster. 
com and spiked several times 
after key events, lexicographer 
Peter Sokolowski, the company’s 
editor at large, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press ahead of Tuesday’s an¬ 
nual word reveal. 

There was the Women’s March 
on Washington in January, along 
with sister demonstrations around 
the globe. And heading into the 
year was Democrat Hillary Clin¬ 


ton’s presidential campaign and 
references finking her to white- 
clad suffragettes, along with her 
loss to President Donald Trump, 
who once boasted about grabbing 
women. 

The “Me Too” movement rose 
out of Harvey Weinstein’s dust, 
and other “silence breakers” 
brought down rich and famous 
men of the media, politics and the 
entertainment worlds. 

Feminism has been in Mer¬ 
riam-Webster’s annual Top 10 for 
the last few years, including shar¬ 
ing word-of-the-year honors with 
other “isms” in 2015. Socialism, 
fascism, racism, communism, 
capitalism and terrorism round¬ 
ed out the bunch. Surreal was the 
word of the year last year. 

“The word feminism was being 


used in a kind of general way,” 
Sokolowski said by phone from 
the company’s headquarters in 
Springfield, Mass. “The feminism 
of this big protest, but it was also 
used in a kind of specific way: 
What does it mean to be a feminist 
in 2017? Those kinds of questions 
are the kinds of things, I think, that 
send people to the dictionary.” 

Feminism’s roots are in the 
Latin for “woman” and the word 
“female,” which dates to 14th- 
century English. Sokolowski had 
to look no further than his com¬ 
pany’s founder, Noah Webster, for 
the first dictionary reference, in 
1841, which isn’t all that old in the 
history of English. 

“It was a very new word at 
that time,” Sokolowski said. “His 
definition is not the definition 


that you and I would understand 
today. His definition was, ‘The 
qualities of females,’ so basically 
feminism to Noah Webster meant 
femaleness.” 

Today, Merriam-Webster de¬ 
fines feminism as the “theory of 
the political, economic and social 
equality of the sexes” and “orga¬ 
nized activities on behalf of wom¬ 
en’s rights and interests.” 

Merriam-Webster had nine run¬ 
ners-up, in no particular order: 

■ Complied, which was com¬ 
petitor Dictionary.com’s word of 
the year. 

■ Recuse, in reference to Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions and the 
Russia investigation. 

■ Empathy, which hung high all 
year. 

■ Dotard, used by Kim Jong-un 


to describe Trump. 

■ Syzygy, the nearly straight- 
line configuration of three celes¬ 
tial bodies, such as the sun, moon 
and Earth during a solar or lunar 
eclipse. 

■ Gyro, which can be pro¬ 
nounced three different ways, a 
phenom celebrated in a Jimmy 
Fallon sketch on “The Tonight 
Show.” 

■ Federalism, which Sen. Lind¬ 
sey Graham referred to in discuss¬ 
ing the future of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

■ Hurricane, which Sokolowski 
suspects is because people are 
confused about wind speed. 

■ Gaffe, such as what happened 
at the Academy Awards when the 
wrong Best Picture winner was 
announced. 


President wants to send man back to moon - and on to Mars 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump wants to send 
man back to the moon — and on 
to Mars. 

Trump signed a policy direc¬ 
tive Monday instructing NASA 
to “refocus America’s space pro¬ 
gram on human exploration and 


discovery.” The move, Trump 
said, “marks an important step 
in returning American astro¬ 
nauts to the moon for the first 
time since 1972 for long-time 
exploration.” 

“This time, we will not only 
plant our flag and leave our foot¬ 
print,” he said, “we will establish 
a foundation for an eventual mis¬ 


sion to Mars, and perhaps some¬ 
day, to many worlds beyond.” 

Past presidents, including 
George H.W. Bush and George 
W. Bush, also proposed return¬ 
ing to the moon and missions to 
Mars, but budget constraints de¬ 
railed their plans. 

Trump was joined at the White 
House by several current and for¬ 


mer astronauts, including Buzz 
Aldrin, the second man to walk 
on the moon, and former U.S. 
senator and Apollo 17 astronaut 
Harrison “Jack” Schmitt, the 
next-to-last person on the moon. 

“Today, we pledge that he will 
not be the last, and I suspect 
we’ll be finding other places to 
land in addition to the moon,” 


Trump said. 

No human has been on the 
moon since Apollo 17 in Decem¬ 
ber 1972. Only 12 men have set 
foot on the moon; all have been 
Americans. 

Under the directive, the gov¬ 
ernment also is expected to work 
closely with other nations and 
private industry. 
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Army sergeant who defected 
to North Korea in 1965 dies 



Itsuo Inouye/AP 


Former U.S. Army deserter to North Korea Charles Jenkins, 
welcomed by his wife, Hitomi Soga, arrives at Tokyo’s Haneda 
International Airport in July 2004. 


By Anna Fifield 

The Washington Post 

TOKYO — Charles Jenkins, 
the U.S. Army sergeant who de¬ 
fected to North Korea in 1965 and 
remained there for almost four 
decades, has died in Japan at the 
age of 77. 

Jenkins had been living on 
Sado Island, off Japan’s west 
coast, with his wife, Hitomi Soga, 
a Japanese citizen who was ab¬ 
ducted by North Korea in 1978, 
since they were freed in the early 
2000s. Japan’s Kyodo News agen¬ 
cy and broadcaster NHK both re¬ 
ported his death Tuesday, but the 
cause was unknown. 

Since their return, Jenkins had 
lived a quiet life on Sado Island, 
not far from where his wife was 
taken by North Koreans, work¬ 
ing in the gift shop at the local 
museum and becoming some 
kind of a celebrity. Their daugh¬ 
ter, Mika, 34, lives at home and 
teaches at a nearby kindergarten, 


while a second daughter, Brinda, 
32, lives on the closest mainland 
city, Niigata. 

“I’d like to go back to the U.S., 
but my wife don’t want to go, and 
I have no means to support her 
there,” Jenkins told the Los An¬ 
geles Times in an interview dur¬ 
ing the summer, retaining his 
thick North Carolina accent. “So 
I figure might as well stay where 
I’m at.” 

One night in 1965, when he was 
24 and serving in the U.S. Army 
in South Korea, Jenkins drank 
10 beers and stumbled across the 
world’s most heavily militarized 
border into North Korea. 

“I was so ignorant,” he told The 
Washington Post in an interview 
in 2008. He had deserted the 
Army for what became a self-im¬ 
posed life sentence in a “giant, 
demented prison.” 

He was taken into the North 
Korean system, playing a ruth¬ 
less American in propaganda 
movies and teaching English. He 


memorized the teachings of Pres¬ 
ident Kim II Sung and killed rats 
that crawled out of his toilet. 

Then, in 1980, his North Ko¬ 
rean minders brought him a 
woman who had been kidnapped 
from Sado Island when she was 
18 years old, stuffed in a black 
body bag and taken by boat to 
North Korea. They got married 
and had two daughters in North 
Korea who, Jenkins said in 2008, 
were in training to become multi¬ 
lingual spies for North Korea. 

His wife was allowed to visit 
Japan in 2002 and stayed. Jen¬ 
kins and their daughters followed 
in 2004. Under a deal between 
the Japanese and North Korean 
governments, they were released 
along with four other Japanese 
abductees. He hobbled off the 
plane with a walking stick, look¬ 
ing much older than his years. 

Later that year, Jenkins was 
found guilty of desertion during 
a court-martial on a U.S. Army 
base in Japan. He was sentenced 


to 30 days in prison but was re¬ 
leased early. 

He told his story in an autobiog¬ 
raphy titled “The Reluctant Com¬ 
munist,” released in 2008. 

Another American soldier who 
defected to North Korea died late 
last year, but in Pyongyang. 


James Joseph Dresnok, who 
was 21 when he ran through the 
demilitarized zone and into North 
Korea in 1962, died of a stroke at 
the end of 2016, his two sons said 
in an interview broadcast in Au¬ 
gust by the state-run Uriminzok- 
kiri website. 



Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 

Penguins perform in Japan 

An aquarium staff member dressed in a Santa Claus costume 
interacts with African penguins wearing red and green holiday 
garments as they perform at the Hakkeijima Sea Paradise aquarium- 
amusement park complex in Yokohama, southwest of Tokyo, on 
Tuesday. 


N. Korea’s prisons as bad as Nazi 
camps, says Auschwitz survivor 


By Anna Fifield 

The Washington Post 

TOKYO — North Korea’s political prisons are just 
as bad as — and perhaps even worse than — the Nazi 
concentration camps of the Holocaust, a renowned 
judge and Auschwitz survivor has concluded after 
hearing from former North Korean prisoners and 
guards. 

Thomas Buergenthal, who served on the Interna¬ 
tional Court of Justice, is one of three jurists who 
have concluded that North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un should be tried for crimes against humanity for 
the way his regime uses brutal political prisons to 
control the population. 

“I believe that the conditions in the (North) Kore¬ 
an prison camps are as terrible, or even worse, than 
those I saw and experienced in my youth in these 
Nazi camps and in my long professional career in the 
human rights field,” said Buergenthal, who was in 
Auschwitz and Sachsenhausen as a child, as well as 
the ghetto of Kielce, Poland. 

He was part of a panel that also included Navi Pil- 
lay, a South African judge who presided over the In¬ 
ternational Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and then 
became the United Nations high commissioner for 
human rights, and Mark Harmon, an American judge 
who worked on the Yugoslavia and Cambodia war 
crimes cases. The three heard evidence from former 
prisoners, prison guards and experts as part of an in¬ 
quiry initiated by the International Bar Association. 

The resulting report, which was published Tues¬ 
day, found that there was ample evidence to charge 
the Kim regime with 10 of the 11 internationally 
recognized war crimes — including murder, enslave¬ 
ment, torture and sexual violence — because of its 
use of political prison camps. 

“There is not a comparable situation anywhere in 
the world, past or present,” Pillay said. “This is really 
an atrocity at the maximum level, where the whole 
population is subject to intimidation.” 

Three generations of Kims have ruled North Korea 
as a totalitarian state defined by an all-encompassing 
personality cult that treats the leaders as demigods. 
Anyone who questions the leaders or the system is 
liable to be thrown in a penal labor colony — often 
for life, and often together with three generations of 


their families to eliminate the “seed” of “enemies of 
the state.” 

Experts estimate there are as many as 130,000 
North Koreans held in four huge camps, where they 
are forced to do hard labor, often in mines, and re¬ 
ceive very little in the way of food, clothing or heat¬ 
ing. The regime also operates “re-education” camps 
for lesser offenses. They are just as brutal, but pris¬ 
oners there generally serve fixed terms. 

North Korea’s extensive human rights abuses were 
documented in a landmark 
U.N. Commission of In¬ 
quiry report in 2014. Fol¬ 
lowing on from that, the 
International Bar Associa¬ 
tion decided to conduct an 
inquiry specifically into the 
political prison camps. 

The three judges heard 
testimony and read affida¬ 
vits from former prisoners 
and prison guards in North 
Korea, covering a period 
from 1970 to 2006. 

„ „ .,. . . - The panel heard about 

who^residedoverthe starvm § Prisoners who 
International Criminal were executed after being 
Tribunal for Rwanda 

countless prisoners from 
malnutrition and overwork, sometimes a result of 20- 
hour days in the mines. The judges also heard about 
rapes and the forced abortions of resulting pregnan¬ 
cies, sometimes leading to the women’s deaths. 

One prison camp survivor, a doctor who had been 
caught trying to escape to China, said he was stripped 
and hung upside down, beaten, tortured with fire or 
water and had water mixed with spicy pepper poured 
into his nose and mouth. 

Although the most recent first-hand testimony the 
judges heard was from 2006, the panel received an 
affidavit from Thae Yong-ho, a senior North Korean 
diplomat who escaped from his nation’s embassy in 
London last year. Thae said he personally knew sev¬ 
eral senior officials who were sent to political prison 
camps in 2013 during the purges that followed Kim 
Jong Un’s execution of his uncle, Jang Song Thaek. 


This is really 
an atrocity at 
the maximum 
level, where 
the whole 
population 
is subject to 
intimidation . f 

Navi Pillay 
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Man, 100, hosts 37th 
annual holiday party 

WT BURLINGTON—More 
w I than 450 people got to 
enjoy free holiday food and fun 
thanks to a 100-year-old Vermont 
resident’s annual holiday party. 

Anthony Pomerleau said he 
pays for the entire party every 
year in Burlington — with this 
year’s bill costing around $13,000. 
He told WPTZ-TV that he doesn’t 
mind the cost because he “was 
brought up the hard way” and 
wants to help the less fortunate 
with his money. 

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
helped kick off the first party 37 
years ago when Pomerleau asked 
Sanders, then-mayor of Burling¬ 
ton, if he could throw a holiday 
dinner. Pomerleau said the party 
has fed at least 40,000 under¬ 
privileged children. 

Girl stuck in McDonald’s 
playground rescued 

M A SPENCER — Fire- 
lvl^% fighters in Massa¬ 
chusetts responded to a fast-food 
restaurant over the weekend to 
free a young girl who got stuck in 
the playground. 

The Telegram & Gazette re¬ 
ported that firefighters respond¬ 
ed to a McDonald’s in Spencer 
around 8 p.m. Sunday. 

Firefighters said they needed a 
ladder to reach the girl, who was 
stuck 10 to 12 feet in the air. Po¬ 
lice said it took a cutting tool and 
about 30 minutes to free her. 

Her name and age were not re¬ 
leased and it is unclear how she 
became trapped. 

Firefighters free bison 
from overturned trailer 

Q F0RT PIERRE — Au- 
Lr thorities rescued near¬ 
ly all of the bison that were in a 
semi-trailer that overturned near 
Fort Pierre. 

Pierre Fire Chief Ian Paul said 
the rig was northbound Sunday on 
Highway 1806 when it rolled onto 
its side in the ditch. The people in 
the cab got out unhurt. 

However, Paul said, around 40 
bison were in the trailer. He said 
about a dozen got out on their own 
through a small hole. 

Firefighters cut a hole in the 
trailer to safely remove most 
of the other bison. Video on the 
department’s Twitter feed shows 
some bison running out. One ani¬ 
mal died. 

Police look for man who 
left 'hazardous’ note 

KIU G0FFST0WN — A 

iri police department in 
a New Hampshire town is look¬ 
ing for a man believed to have 
left a bottle in the lobby with a 
note saying its contents may be 
hazardous. 

Sgt. Matthew Hozeny, of the 
Goffstown Police Department, 
told WMUR-TV the man went 
over to the counter by the records 
window, put the bottle down and 
left. 

Hozeny said the plastic Pepsi 
bottle was about three-quarters 
full of a brown-colored liquid; the 
note was attached to it. 


THE CENSUS 

$1,200 


The estimated value of a single gold coin an anonymous person dropped in a Salvation Army kettle in 
South Carolina. Multiple media outlets reported the one-ounce South African Krugerrand was dropped 
into a Salvation Army kettle during a fundraising drive at a Walmart store in Tega Cay. The coin will likely 
be sold to a jeweler’s store, with proceeds going to Salvation Army programs. 




Scott Mason, The Winchester (Va.) Star/AP 


Riding shotgun 

Curtis Pierce drives a carriage of Christmas shoppers with his chestnut border collie, Red, on Saturday during the Holly Jolly Christmas 
celebration in Oldtown Winchester, Va. 


Officers briefly examined the 
bottle, then put the department 
on lockdown as a precaution. 
The state police bomb squad re¬ 
moved the bottle and determined 
it wasn’t hazardous. 

It’s not clear what was in the 
bottle. 

Firefighter 'Santa’ 
loses home in fire 

HA WILSON — A Pennsyl- 
vania firefighter who 
dresses up as Santa every year 
to deliver gifts on a firetruck was 
forced to cancel this year after 
his own home was gutted by fire. 

Charles Wacik was scheduled 
to hand out gifts in Wilson on 
Sunday before an early morning 
fire consumed his home. Wacik 
and his wife were unhurt. 

The 74-year-old has been a 
firefighter for more than 40 years 
and is scheduled to retire at the 
end of the year. For the past five 
years, he has distributed gifts for 
the Santa Delivers program. 

After the fire, organizers can¬ 
celed the event and asked par¬ 
ticipants to pick up the presents 
instead. 


Large boom shakes 
homes near Tampa 

P| TAMPA — A massive 
■ L boom shook homes 
across Pasco, Hillsborough and 
Polk counties over the weekend. 
Residents called government hot¬ 
lines, and theories swirled online. 
Could it be military operations? 
An explosion? A meteor? Super¬ 
sonic jets? 

Half a dozen government agen¬ 
cies all had the same answer 
Saturday: We don’t know, but we 
didn’t do it. 

The Tampa Bay Times said 
there was one possible explana¬ 
tion: Two F-15 fighters were given 
permission by NORAD to fly at 
supersonic speed — in excess 
of 760 mph — over the Gulf of 
Mexico, said Canadian Air Force 
Lt. Marco Chouinard, a NORAD 
spokesman. 

Subway construction 
unearths fossil trove 

f* A LOS ANGELES — The 
Los Angeles subway 
system is expanding and so too 
are the number of prehistoric fos¬ 


sils being recovered as crews dig 
beneath the city. 

Since work on one extension 
began in 2014, workers have rou¬ 
tinely turned up fossilized re¬ 
mains of rabbits, camels, bison 
and other creatures that roamed 
the region during the last Ice Age. 
But Paleontologist Ashley Leger 
said “the big one” uncovered by 
her team is the intact skull of a 
juvenile mammoth. 

California’s stringent environ¬ 
mental laws require scientists to 
be on hand at certain construc¬ 
tion sites. 

Anglers drift overnight, 
circled by sharks 

m HILO — Authorities said 
two people were rescued 
after spending a night drifting in 
the ocean, surrounded by sharks. 

The Hawaii Tribune-Herald re¬ 
ported the two people were fish¬ 
ing last week off the Big Island’s 
northeast coast when a large, sud¬ 
den wave hit and washed one of 
them into the water. 

Hawaii Fire Department Bat¬ 
talion Chief Darwin Okinaka said 
the other person was washed into 
the water while trying to help. 


Okinaka said the two people 
then spent the night drifting in 
the ocean. 

They were spotted Friday 
morning about 500 yards offshore 
when helicopter tour pilots said 
they saw two people floating on a 
branch surrounded by three tiger 
sharks. 

Hundreds of wild 
turkeys menace city 

I IX MEND0N — Turkeys 
I are a cherished symbol 
at the holidays, but in the north¬ 
ern Utah city of Mendon, they’re 
just a pest. 

The Herald Journal said resi¬ 
dents reported finding dozens of 
the birds in their yards, damag¬ 
ing grass and dropping waste. 

Mendon Mayor Ed Buist said 
the turkeys end up causing prop¬ 
erty damage, but there’s not much 
he can do to protect his residents. 

Only the Utah Division of Wild¬ 
life Resources can trap the hun¬ 
dreds of wild turkeys or issue 
hunting permits to thin their 
numbers. 

From wire reports 
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It... doesn't lose its sparkle' 


Saoirse Ronan on her latest Golden Globes nomination — for ‘Lady Bird’ 



I 

« 


i 

i 


By Amy Kaufman 
Los Angeles Times 

A Golden Globe nominee in pre¬ 
vious years for her work in 
“Brooklyn” and “Atonement,” 
Saoirse Ronan was recognized 
by the Hollywood Foreign Press As¬ 
sociation on Monday for her portrayal 
of the title character in “Lady Bird.” A 
vivid account of a mother-daughter rela¬ 
tionship, the film is also a contender for 
best picture in the musical or comedy 
category. 

Ronan shares her secrets to having fun 
at awards shows as well as “Lady Bird” 
and its writer-director, Greta Gerwig. 
Los Angeles Times: Where are you? 
Ronan: I’m back in Ireland now —just 
outside of Dublin. It’s 20 past four. I’m 
having a glass of Prosecco and my dog is 
laying next to me. ... My mam is lighting 
candles to set the mood. 

Did you see “Lady Bird” with her? 
Yes, and it was amazing. I said to her 
before we went in — “OK, mom, let’s go 
to a regular screening and see it with 
a normal audience — not film people. 
Every screening has been pretty packed, 
so forgive me if I have to keep my head 
down when we go into the cinema.” I’m 
preparing to go into the theater in dis¬ 
guise, and there were like six people in 
the whole cinema. 

But she absolutely loved it, and the 
thing that stayed with her the most was 
Laurie (Metcalf)’s performance and 
how well she captured what it was to be 
a mother. 

But you’ve said you guys didn’t butt 
heads quite as much as Lady Bird and 
her mom, right? 

No. I wish I was as ballsy as Lady Bird 
— but I’m sure mam wouldn’t have ap¬ 
preciated me throwing myself out of the 
car. 

You’re a veteran of award shows at 
this point — do you still get excited by 
nominations? 

It definitely doesn’t lose its sparkle. If 
it’s a film you really loved, it’s even more 


exciting. Over the last month or so, Greta 
and I have gotten to share in all this. 

Greta didn’t get nominated for di¬ 
recting, nor did any female filmmak¬ 
ers. How do you feel about that? 

I think Greta should win all the awards, 
and she’s deserving of them all. Not only 
because it’s her first film and it’s so im¬ 
pressive, but this is the first time she’s 
officially done it on her own. I mean 
this without being biased, really — she’s 
made a film that even technically speak¬ 
ing is spot-on. 

I think it’s really important we got the 
best picture nomination. That is essen¬ 
tially hers, so she has been represented 
in that way. But I guess it’s an onward 
journey to make sure that female film¬ 
makers are being represented. I think 
the people who have been nominated — 
even like myself and Emma Stone — we 
can all go out there with our heads held 
high, because the talk of the town right 
now are the great female filmmakers. 

What’s your trick to having fun at 
award shows? 

You have to bring someone that you 
know you’re going to have fun with. So 
I would usually bring my mam or one 
of my best mates, and whenever I’ve 
brought them with me I end up having 
so much fun. It’s great if you win, but 
it’s also totally fine if you don’t because 
you’re going to have a few drinks and see 
people you like. And you can go off after¬ 
wards and have a laugh. 

I’ve gone to McDonald’s or In-N-Out 
after award shows, and that’s been the 
best part of the night. 

How was your experience hosting 
“Saturday Night Live” recently? 

It was weird, because “SNL” is sort 
of a combination of being on a film set 
and being in the theater. Once you get 
through the monologue, you’re fine. With 
the clothing changes, you’re basically 
just thrown from one place to the next, 
and you have to stand there as they pull 
things off you and bring you over to the 
set. You get such a rush from it; you’re 
literally just sprinting from set to set. 


On Monday, Saoirse Ronan was nominated for a Golden Globe for best 
actress in a motion picture comedy or musical for her role in “Lady Bird.” 


f 



Bullock says women of ‘Ocean’s Eight’ ‘will fight right back’ against sexists 


By Ariel Scotti 

New York Daily News 

Don’t even try to come for Sandra Bullock 
and the women of “Ocean’s Eight.” 

The all-female spinoff of the popular Ocean’s 
trilogy saw heavy backlash from people who 
doubted the film’s ability to five up to its pre¬ 
decessors when it was first announced, and the 
naysayers were noticed by Bullock. 

“We got some, but boy, I mean, I’ll tell 
you, we’ve got some feisty women that will 
fight right back,” Bullock told Entertainment 
Weekly when asked if she heard any of the 
negative comments. “It’s like, let’s just take 
a breath and let’s just see if we come up with 
something fun. There should be a moratori¬ 
um. There should be a rule, you’re not allowed 
to say anything nasty until after it comes out. 
Obviously that’s never going to happen.” 

Bullock cited the treatment by the internet 


of the all-female cast of the 2016 reboot of 
“Ghostbusters” as an example of the attacks 
actresses sometimes face. “They did put them 
through hell,” she said. 

“Ocean’s Eight” stars Bullock as Debbie 
Ocean, sister of Danny, played by George 
Clooney in “Ocean’s 11,” “12” and “13,” who, 
like her brother, recruits a team of highly spe¬ 
cialized thieves to pull off a major heist — this 
time at the Met Gala. Bullock costars in the 
film with an entourage of other powerhouse 
stars like Sarah Paulson, Rihanna, Mindy Ka- 
ling, Anne Hathaway and Cate Blanchett. 

The Oscar winner teased that if the film is 
successful and well received, an Ocean’s tril¬ 
ogy of her own might be in the future. “Let’s 
see if we can take the original and then make 
our own version, sort of pay homage to the 
Ocean series,” she said. “If something strikes 
a chord, an ‘Ocean’s 9’ would be ideal.” 



Kristin Callahan, Ace Pictures, Zuma Press/TNS 


Sandra Bullock, Rihanna and Cate 
Blanchett were on the set of “Ocean’s 
Eight” in Central Park in New York City 
on Nov. 7. The flick, which also stars 
Mindy Kaling, is to be released in June. 


Sorry, fans, 'Last Jedi’ 
wasn't eligible 

Given the early raves director 
Rian Johnson’s “Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi” received at its premiere 
Dec. 9 in Los Angeles, some fans 
may have been looking to see if 
the film would receive any love in 
the Golden Globes nominations. 

Alas, the latest installment in 
the Star Wars saga, in theaters 
Friday, was not screened for the 
Hollywood Press Association in 
time for it to be in contention for 
this year’s awards. 

Because the most recent films 
in the franchise are traditionally 
kept under wraps until shortly 
before they’re released during 
the mid-December window, qual¬ 
ifying in time for Globes consid¬ 
eration has been something of 
an afterthought. (Dec. 4 was this 
year’s official consideration cut¬ 
off date.) 

The Walt Disney Co. also held 
back showing 2015’s “The Force 
Awakens” and last year’s “Rogue 
One” for the HFPA, rendering 
those films similarly ineligible for 
consideration. “Last Jedi” will, 
however, be eligible for Oscar 
consideration. “Force Awakens” 
received five Oscar nominations 
and “Rogue One” earned two. 

Kimmel holds son, 
pleads for health care 

Jimmy Kimmel held his baby 
son as he returned to his late- 
night show after a week off for the 
boy’s heart surgery. 

Kimmel was crying from the 
first moment of his monologue 
Monday night as he pleaded with 
Congress to restore and improve 
children’s health coverage, a 
cause he has championed since 
his son Billy was born with a 
heart defect in April. 

Billy needed one surgery just 
after his birth and had a follow¬ 
up operation last week. 

Kimmel kept up his ardent 
advocacy Monday night, urging 
Congress to restore the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, 
which has been left unfunded 
and stuck in a political stalemate 
since September. Kimmel said 
it’s “disgusting” that Congress is 
putting tax cuts for millionaires 
ahead of the lives of children. 

Other news 

■ Harry Potter creator J.K. 
Rowling can add another magic 
moment to her list of achieve¬ 
ments — she has been made a 
royal Companion of Honor. Row¬ 
ling received the honor from 
Prince William on Tuesday at a 
Buckingham Palace ceremony. 
Rowling said she was “deeply 
honored and proud” to receive 
the title, which is limited to 65 
people “of distinction.” The boy 
wizard’s creator is being hon¬ 
ored for services to literature and 
philanthropy. 

■ A Univision journalist who 
famously clashed with then-Re- 
publican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump in 2015 has a book 
coming out about Trump and 
immigration. Publisher Vintage 
Books told The Associated Press 
on Tuesday that Jorge Ramos’ 
“Stranger: The Challenge of a 
Latino Immigrant in the Trump 
Era” will be released Feb. 27. 

From wire reports 
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How can local auto 
repair shops survive 
electric car boom? 



Luke SHARRETT/Bloomberg 


Cars await service at a service center in Clarksville, Ind. Auto 
repair shops are training employees to work on electric cars to be 
prepared to handle a changing market. 


By Peter Holley 

The Washington Post 

Craig Van Batenburg began his 
career as an auto mechanic in 1970 
after falling in love with the inter¬ 
nal combustion engine. 

But for several years, the 67- 
year-old from Massachusetts has 
been warning about its imminent 
demise. As a wave of electric ve¬ 
hicles quickly approaches, experts 
say, it could wash away a large por¬ 
tion of a skilled labor group that 
has been around for decades — the 
neighborhood auto mechanic. 

The reason is simple: Unlike gas- 
powered engines, electric engines 
don’t require oil changes, have 
far fewer moving parts and rarely 
break down, eliminating much of 
the maintenance that repair shops 
rely on. The latest electric vehicles 
can be serviced using parts pur¬ 
chased online or fixed remotely 
through over-the-air updates. 

The U.S. auto repair industry 
employs about 750,000 workers, 
nearly four times the number of 
people employed by the coal-min¬ 
ing industry. Though they are in¬ 
creasingly skilled and tech-savvy, 
many experts say, they are not pre¬ 
pared for the end of gas-powered 
transportation. 

“People are freaking out,” Van 
Batenburg said, noting that some 
of the resistance to change is stron¬ 
gest in the Midwest and propelled 
by unfounded rumors of techni¬ 
cians being electrocuted by electric 
vehicles. “Ninety percent of our 
industry has done nothing — abso¬ 
lutely nothing to prepare. They just 
turn the hybrids and EVs away and 


say, ‘We don’t work on those cars; 
go back to Ford or Toyota.’ The fear 
factor is huge.” 

Whether it’s Volvo and GM’s de¬ 
cision to stop making gas-powered 
cars, Uber’s rush to develop a fleet 
of autonomous vehicles, electric 
cabs or Tesla’s rise to relevance, 
the future appears to be coming 
into greater focus with each pass¬ 
ing month. 

Van Batenburg, who also owns a 
career-development company that 
prepares businesses for the arrival 
of electric and hybrid vehicles, said 
that before Volvo’s announcement, 
his schedule was booked about 
three months in advance — now it’s 
more than a year. 

Independent auto shops — of 
which there are more than 160,000 
in the United States — have always 
relied on minor repairs to get cus¬ 
tomers in the front door. To many 
a car owner’s surprise, one minor 
repair often leads to a series of oth¬ 
ers, giving auto shops a chance to 
make more money and establish 
a rapport with customers that can 
serve them for years. 

Electric vehicles threaten to 
upend this income stream. 

Unlike gasoline cars, electric 
vehicles require no traditional oil 
changes, fuel filters, spark plug re¬ 
placements or emission checks. In 
most cases, you can wave goodbye 
to changing timing belts, differen¬ 
tial fluid and transmission fluid. 
EV brake pad replacements are 
less frequent because regenerative 
braking returns energy to the bat¬ 
tery, significantly reducing wear on 
mechanical brakes because they’re 
used less to slow the vehicle. 


Analysts estimate that the repair 
bills for EVs would be lower and 
less frequent than the tabs of their 
gas-guzzling counterparts. 

The Chevy Bolt’s maintenance 
schedule requires owners to rotate 
tires every 7,500 miles, replace the 
cabin air filter every 22,500 miles 
and have the coolant flushed every 
150,000, according to Chevrolet. 
Some of those parts can be pur¬ 
chased online for less than $20. 

There aren’t official estimates, 
but Van Batenburg predicts that in 
the next 20 years, two-thirds of the 
nation’s auto technicians will fall 
victim to the electric and hybrid 
revolution — a “mass die-off” in 
biological terms. But others are far 
more optimistic about auto techni¬ 
cians chances for survival. 

Over the past decade, they rea¬ 
son, vehicles have become better 
built and far more complex, with 
dozens of computers interacting 
on board and millions of lines of 
computer code. The most progres¬ 
sive auto shops and franchises are 
already immersed in tech, using 
iPads, laptops and Google Hang¬ 
outs to streamline work and keep 
up with a rapidly changing indus¬ 
try. Businesses that have already 
begun retraining their employees, 
they reason, should be able to make 
the shift to electric. 

“We already do a lot more work 
with a laptop than we do with a 


wrench anymore,” said Bill Moss, 
the owner of EuroService Automo¬ 
tive, a family-owned repair busi¬ 
ness in Warrenton, Va., that has 
begun training employees to work 
on electric cars. “Some of this is 
nothing new.” 

Even for repair shops on the cut¬ 
ting edge — often in urban areas 
where hybrid cars are already com¬ 
monplace — survival may not be a 
matter of willingness to adapt, but 
of how quickly a business can rea¬ 
sonably do so. Though he doesn’t 
foresee his industry being wiped 
out by electric cars, Moss said he 
expects electric technology to ar¬ 
rive much faster than most analysts 
predict. “Technology compresses 
time,” he likes to say, which is why 
he thinks people should be worried 
about 2025 — not 2040. 
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Apple buys Shazam 
song-recognition app 

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple 
has bought Shazam, the maker 
of a song-recognition app that 
Apple’s digital assistant Siri has 
already been using to help peo¬ 
ple identify the music playing on 
their iPhones. 

The companies didn’t disclose 
the price of the acquisition an¬ 
nounced Monday. 

Technology news site Recode 
previously reported Apple is 
paying about $400 million for 
Shazam, citing three unidenti¬ 
fied people familiar with the 
deal. 

From The Associated Press 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 13). 

Dollar buys (Dec. 13). 

British pound (Dec. 13). 

Japanese yen (Dec. 13). 

South Korean won (Dec. 13).... 


,...$1.2079 

,...€0.8279 

.$1.37 

.111.00 

...1,063.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).... 


.0.3772 

.$1.3337 

.1.2864 

.6.6205 

.6.3385 

.17.8459 

....$1.1740/0.8518 

.7.8072 

.267.62 

.3.5436 

.113.62 

.0.3022 

.8.3725 

.50.37 

.3.58 

.3.7507 

.1.3527 

.1,090.14 

.0.9929 

.32.60 

.3.8364 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banning 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.00 

Discount rate.1.75 

Federal funds market rate.1.16 

3-month bill.1.32 

30-year bond.2.78 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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By Hugh Hewitt 

Special to The Washington Post 

H ouse and Senate Republicans 
have begun to hammer out a 
merger of the two bodies’ tax 
bills, and President Donald 
Trump stands ready to sign whatever can 
pass both chambers. There are a few great 
opponents and one enormous obstacle be¬ 
tween them and the sort of success that 
defines a presidency and a congressional 
career. But there is also a solution that 
turns opponents into allies and red ink into 
black. 

Opposed to the bill are residents of high- 
tax states (and members of those states’ 
governments), real estate agents, home 
builders, mortgage holders, businesses 
that have borrowed in the past and see all 
or part of their interest deduction vanish 
(and with it, for some, their very viability as 
a business), and students, especially those 
who chose a college based on a tuition ben¬ 
efit derived from the school’s employment 
of a parent. 

This last group will almost certainly get 
relief. No congressman or senator I have 
spoken with fails to see how unjust it is to 
penalize students who did not search for 
a scholarship or financial aid elsewhere 
because they took the tuition benefit that 
came with their status as children of staff 
or faculty. (I had one email from a low-wage 
worker at a “Little Ivy” whose son passed 
up an ROTC scholarship to go to the col¬ 
lege that employs her. Their family will be 
crushed if his and his siblings’ tuition ben¬ 
efits are suddenly taxed after they forwent 
scholarship trains that left years ago.) 


Far more numerous, though, are all the 
other aggrieved groups. There are fixes for 
each, but revenue must be found. 

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., offered a 
solution he credited to my radio show but 
that actually originated from years of law¬ 
yering for home builders: Allow every indi¬ 
vidual with retirement assets to withdraw 
up to 25 percent of the assets at a one-time 
federal tax rate of 10 percent (plus appli¬ 
cable state income taxes) provided that 
the proceeds are used to pay off existing 
mortgage debt or purchase a principal 
residence for the withdrawing taxpayer 
or a child. Americans hold more than $26 
trillion in retirement assets, and $6 trillion 
to $7 trillion of those assets would thus be 
made available for withdrawal. Billions of 
dollars would be paid in the one-time taxes 
(the revenue!), with mortgages paid off 
and new homes purchased. Those newly 
free of mortgages would have more cash 
on hand, and many renters and children of 
homeowners would buy a first home. Re¬ 
altors, the National Association of Home 
Builders and high-tax states looking at a 
revenue rush to help ease the transition 
to the new tax world would shift from op¬ 
ponents to friends of the bill. Crucially, far 
more Americans would be better off under 
such a tax bill than under either the House 
or Senate version. 

The objection is that we can’t allow 
Americans to drain their retirement as¬ 
sets, as they already save too little. Setting 
aside for the moment that conservative 
legislators should favor giving Americans 
more freedom to use their own assets, the 
reality is that principal residences are the 


key retirement asset for most Americans. 
Huge majorities want to live out their re¬ 
tirements in their own homes. Getting rid 
of the mortgage on the biggest retirement 
asset via the use of other retirement assets 
has long been the big gap in our retirement 
laws, but Congress can remedy that. And 
in so doing, legislators can make millions 
of Americans’ retirements more secure, 
provide a huge stimulus to the housing sec¬ 
tor and reduce the debt that most Ameri¬ 
cans labor under. 

It may be difficult to score the Inhofe 
amendment, given the vast combina¬ 
tions of Americans’ retirement assets 
and mortgage debt. But I haven’t found 
any mortgage holder who wouldn’t leap at 
this opportunity because of the benefits 
it would bring to retirement security and 
long-term cash flow. If only half the assets 
that qualify were brought out from their 
tax-protected status, more than $300 bil¬ 
lion would be added to the revenue side of 
the ledger — revenue that could be used 
for other fixes in the bill. 

So GOP conferees: Please put aside the 
Beltway vanity that tax proposals must 
originate from staff or be contaminated by 
K Street. Sometimes common sense should 
be allowed into the sausage factory. This 
is one of those times. Let retirement as¬ 
sets work for the people who earned them 
— and ease the passage of this enormous 
legislative victory as they are set free. 

Hugh Hewitt, a Washington Post 
contributing columnist, hosts a nationally 
syndicated radio show and is author of 
“The Fourth Way: The Conservative Playbook 
for a Lasting GOP Majority.” 
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By Felicia Wong 

Special To The Washington Post 

W e are living in a new age of 
monopoly power. Mega-merg¬ 
ers are dominating headlines. 
This month, CVS Health an¬ 
nounced that it intends to buy the health 
insurer Aetna. Meanwhile, AT&T, the 
telecom behemoth, continues to battle the 
Justice Department in its $85 billion bid to 
take over the media giant Time Warner. 

Small wonder that fighting monopolies 
has become a centerpiece of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s economic agenda. On Dec. 
6, Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., gave 
a powerful speech warning that anti-com¬ 
petitive market power “also translates into 
concentrated political power — the kind of 
power that can capture our government.” 
The Economist — not exactly known as a 
bastion of socialism — catalogues danger¬ 
ous levels of concentration in major indus¬ 
tries such as airlines, banking, health care 
and telecommunications — a recipe that 
yields high profits for corporations but bad 
service for consumers. 

Americans could be forgiven for feel¬ 
ing indifferent about the rise of market 
power. Many big companies seem benign, 
even beneficial. Though it might seem odd 
that Echo speakers are now selling in the 
produce aisle of Whole Foods since Ama¬ 
zon bought the food retailer, the price of 
kale, salmon and avocados has dropped. So 
what, exactly, is the problem? 

Despite the superficial benefits of these 
mega-mergers, it is, in fact, our democ¬ 
racy that is paying the true price. Today, 
unchecked corporate power is the biggest 
threat to the American public. Our new age 
of untrammeled monopoly power brings 
many economic disadvantages. We see 
increasing evidence of lower wages, inse¬ 


cure jobs and layoffs. But the real issue is 
the symbiotic link between overwhelming 
economic power and overwhelming politi¬ 
cal power. This makes for a brutally strong 
chain, locking in its own dominance. 

Consider that corporate America spends 
almost $6.5 billion every political cycle 
lobbying federal elected officials on behalf 
of business interests. This is more than 
double the amount spent on elections, and 
the most concentrated industries — health 
care, telecom and finance — dominate. 
Thousands of lobbyists swarm Capitol Hill 
daily, writing (and rewriting) everything 
from financial regulations to the tax code 
in their own blatant self-interest. 

The most egregious example of con¬ 
centrated monied interests overwhelming 
public opinion is, of course, the Republican 
tax bill, rushed through Congress without 
public hearings. The New Yorker’s Adam 
Davidson compared the bill to a teaser rate 
on a new credit card: a few enticements 
for the poor and middle class early on, 
but with the benefits increasingly, year by 
year, going to the wealthy, until ultimately 
the poor pay more, and the greatest cuts 
continue only for those making more than 
$1 million a year. 

And all of this is to pay for a drastic cut in 
corporate rates, from 35 percent to 20 per¬ 
cent — just what the donors ordered. Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., is one of many 
who have said that “financial contributions 
will stop” if Republicans don’t cut corpo¬ 
rate taxes. Let’s be clear: The tax bill is 
historically unpopular, approved by fewer 
than a third of all voters. Its likely passage 
is the very definition of undemocratic. The 
true cost of monopoly is the hijacking of 
our politics by the hugely powerful few. 

We must remember that this situation is 
not an inevitable result of natural forces. 
A century ago, the taming of corporate 


power was central not only to our organi¬ 
zation of the economy, but to our politics. 
Presidents from the Republican Teddy 
Roosevelt to his Democratic cousin Frank¬ 
lin battled “the curse of bigness” in the 
name of political freedom. The Supreme 
Court leveraged the Sherman Antitrust 
Act to break up Standard Oil, which con¬ 
trolled more than 90 percent of all refined 
petroleum in the United States. As Nobel 
laureate Joseph Stiglitz notes, early 20th- 
century antitrust policy “was not based on 
a finely honed economic analysis. It was 
really about the nature of our society and 
democracy.” 

But in the 1970s, our thinking about cor¬ 
porations shifted from a focus on democ¬ 
racy to a narrow focus on pricing alone, 
making antitrust claims very difficult to 
win. Since then, the number of mergers 
and acquisitions has skyrocketed, increas¬ 
ing from fewer than 2,000 in 1980 to more 
than 14,000 in 2000, a level that has been 
sustained since. 

Those concerned about the end of our 
democracy in the age of President Don¬ 
ald Trump must care about the power of 
giant corporations. And don’t be deceived 
— even those selectively better deals at 
Whole Foods seem to have been a market¬ 
ing ploy, since overall prices at the Ama¬ 
zon-owned stores are basically unchanged. 
(Jeff Bezos, founder and chief executive of 
Amazon, owns The Washington Post.) But 
the bigger reason to fight corporate power 
is political. No matter your political party, 
those who believe in basic American liber¬ 
alism — the free exchange of ideas, goods 
and services within the context of the com¬ 
mon good — must gather the political will 
and clarity to take our democracy back. 

Felicia Wong is president and chief executive of 
the Roosevelt Institute. 
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OPINION_ 

Trump’s mention of A1 Aqsa carries weight 



Mahmoud Illean/AP 


Palestinians protest against President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel at the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem on Friday. 


By Tomer Persico 

Special to The Washington Post 

W hoever crafted President 
Donald Trump’s Jerusalem 
address was well-informed. 
Trump’s speech aimed to 
soothe the hurt feelings of Palestinians 
and to assure them that even though he 
is diverging from previous U.S. policy, he 
would care for what was most important to 
them. 

While recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, Trump took care to mention that 
the final borders of Israeli sovereignty in 
the city are at the moment disputed and 
should be determined by both parties. 

However, what was most significant 
for Palestinian and Muslim ears was the 
president’s emphasis, twice, on the current 
status of Jerusalem’s holiest and most con¬ 
tested site. Trump directly called for main¬ 
taining the “status quo” at “the Temple 
Mount, also known as Haram al-Sharif.” 
Moreover, addressing the future, he noted 
that “Jerusalem is today and must remain 
a place where Jews pray at the Western 
Wall ... and where Muslims worship at Al 
Aqsa Mosque.” 

For the Western audience, these words 
seem like a banal affirmation of the obvi¬ 
ous. For the Muslim world, and especial¬ 
ly for Palestinians, they are of immense 
importance. 

Trump’s words imply that as far as the 
United States is concerned, Jews will not 
be able to pray on the Temple Mount. In 
signaling that the current arrangement on 
the holy mountain will continue, Trump 
actually used, perhaps for the first time, a 
pro-Muslim dog whistle. 

Trump’s gesture seems aimed to mini¬ 
mize the chances of a violent outburst from 
the Palestinian population. The president’s 
team knows that the core interests of Pal¬ 
estinians are connected directly to the holy 
site, quite above and beyond Jerusalem as 
a whole. The White House knows that the 
threat of change to the status quo on the site 
— which allows Jews to visit the mountain 


but not to engage in any religious activity 
there — served as a significant motivation 
for the violent cycles Israel experienced in 
the summers of 2014 and 2015. This past 
July, another outburst was barely evaded 
only after Israel removed metal detectors 
it had placed at the entrances to the site. 

The point is this: Concerning Jerusalem 
(and often the Middle East in general), it’s 
not about politics, but about identity. The 
Palestinian national identity is linked fun¬ 
damentally to Haram al-Sharif. Its origins 
are rooted in the Ayyubid period (12th to 
13th centuries), when the land’s Muslim 
rulers encouraged Islamic migration to Je¬ 
rusalem, while providing a binding ethos: 
The city’s Muslim populace, veteran and 
recent, will become its holy site’s protec¬ 
tors. Since then, the Arabs around the holy 


city have conceived of themselves as de¬ 
fenders of the faith’s sacred site. 

Furthermore, with Israel neutralizing 
the Palestinian Authority in Jerusalem 
— closing its institutions, dismissing its 
leaders — the Palestinian population in 
and around the city has become depoliti- 
cized, underscoring Palestinians’ religious 
identity instead and further emphasiz¬ 
ing their connection to the great mosque. 
Thus, whenever the impression arises that 
Al Aqsa is threatened, they react. The 
president’s words, therefore, aim to assure 
them that there is no such threat. 

On the Jewish side, things are a bit 
more complicated. For most of the Zionist 
movement leaders in the past, the Temple 
Mount carried no specific appeal. Even 
after Israel’s conquest of the ancient city in 


the 1967 war, 50 years ago, what interested 
Israel’s leaders and Jewish populace was 
the Wailing Wall, not the mountain above 
it. Over the past two decades, however, the 
situation has dramatically changed, with 
the Temple Mount becoming for the secu¬ 
lar right and the religious Zionists a focal 
point of nationalistic feelings and iden¬ 
tity. The shift is correlated to the looming 
threat, from their point of view, of politi¬ 
cal compromise in Jerusalem as part of a 
peace initiative, and is parallel to a growing 
disappointment concerning the settlement 
project as a secure, reliable way to execute 
control over the land. For many, the Tem¬ 
ple Mount has substituted the settlements 
as the central project and primary symbol 
of Israel’s sovereignty. 

Accordingly, growing numbers of Is¬ 
raeli Jews ascend the Temple Mount, in a 
clearly stated attempt to exert domination 
on the site. The status quo, agreed upon 
since 1967, forbids Jewish worship at the 
site. But this point has become the focus 
of contention, with Temple Mount activ¬ 
ists attempting to undermine it. These at¬ 
tempts contributed to violent escalations 
in the past. Indeed, in 2015, after a wave 
of Palestinian terrorism, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu had to state clearly, 
“Muslims will pray on the Temple Mount, 
and non-Muslims will visit there.” That 
was the first time an Israeli prime minister 
had voiced a clear vocal agreement to the 
discriminatory conditions, as far as Jews 
are concerned, of the site’s status quo. 

Trump’s words are the first such spoken 
from a United States president. They prom¬ 
ise the Muslim world, and especially the 
Palestinians, that what is most important 
for them will be protected. For Israel, they 
represent a blow to any attempt to open the 
conditions of the arrangement on the Tem¬ 
ple Mount. It seems that in exchange for a 
symbolic declaration concerning Israel’s 
capital, Trump has given the Palestinians 
actual achievement on Al Aqsa. 

Tomer Persico is a research fellow at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute and teaches in the department 
of comparative religion at Tel Aviv University. 


Intervention necessary to improve US’ Iran policy 


By Jackson Diehl 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump inherited 
a Middle East convulsed by crisis 
and civil war with two fragile ex¬ 
ceptions: the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and Iran’s nuclear program, both 
of which were quiescent. With two impul¬ 
sive, egotistical decisions, taken against 
the strong recommendations of his nation¬ 
al security team, he has endangered the 
status quo on both fronts. Now the question 
is whether Congress or European allies 
will save him from a potentially disastrous 
third strike. 

The similarities between Trump’s re¬ 
fusal to recertify the Iranian nuclear deal 
in October and his decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital last week are 
striking — and revealing. In each case, 
he was presented with a congressionally 
mandated requirement to renew a policy 
of previous presidents. His secretaries of 
defense and state urged him to preserve it, 
lest he disrupt U.S. policies and endanger 
U.S. interests across the Middle East and 
beyond. 

Each time, Trump bridled — essen¬ 
tially flipping over the table and insisting 
he would not do what Barack Obama or 
George W. Bush or Bill Clinton would have 
done. He made no secret of the fact that 
his primary — maybe his sole — motiva¬ 
tion was to prove that he was a different 


and somehow better president. “Previous 
presidents ... failed to deliver,” he boasted 
in announcing the Jerusalem move. “I am 
delivering.” 

Trump’s advisers have scrambled to 
embed these impetuous decisions into 
something resembling a strategy: a bid to 
enlist Congress and European allies in a 
campaign to fill the loopholes in the nucle¬ 
ar deal; a Mideast peace plan that draws 
Palestinians and Arabs back into diplo¬ 
macy. But this is window dressing. In fact, 
neither Trump nor anyone else in the ad¬ 
ministration planned beyond his decisions 
or is prepared for their fallout — whether 
it is renewed violence in the Palestinian 
territories or a deepening rift with vital 
allies. 

Some of that reckoning is already occur¬ 
ring. Rex Tillerson, Trump’s beleaguered 
secretary of state, got an icy reception 
when he arrived in Brussels last week for 
a European tour. Descriptions of Trump’s 
Jerusalem decision by European ministers 
included terms such as “very dangerous” 
and “catastrophic.” Predictably, rioting 
broke out in the West Bank; Americans 
can only hope that Arab extremists else¬ 
where are too preoccupied with other con¬ 
flicts to lead Benghazi-style assaults on 
U.S. targets. 

Iran stands to be the biggest beneficiary 
of Trump’s recklessness. The Jerusalem 
recognition will make it harder for the 


United States to counter Iranian aggres¬ 
sion across the region through an alliance 
including the Persian Gulf states, Jordan 
and, tacitly, Israel, because that alliance is 
now split by the Jerusalem question. Iran’s 
proxy in Lebanon, Hezbollah leader Hasan 
Nasrallah, is calling for another Palestin¬ 
ian uprising. If it occurs, the Palestinian 
Authority’s secular Sunni leader, Mah¬ 
moud Abbas, probably will be swept away 

— and Iran’s ally Hamas empowered. 

Tehran’s biggest gain will come if Trump 

makes a third china-breaking choice that is 
looming on the horizon. His decertification 
of the nuclear deal gave Congress 60 days 

— until this week — to decide on the re¬ 
imposition of sanctions on Iran. It will not 
do so, which means that in January, Trump 
will be presented with yet another legally 
mandated decision on whether to preserve 
the sanctions’ suspension or blow up the 
nuclear deal once and for all. 

His staff, congressional leaders from 
both parties and European leaders worry 
about another senseless but attention-grab¬ 
bing rupture. Because U.N. inspectors have 
repeatedly certified Iran’s compliance, 
neither Europeans nor Russia and China 

— the other parties to the pact — would 
accept Trump’s voiding of the accord. The 
regime of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei would 
have a delicious choice: either stick with 
the deal and isolate the United States, or 
use the reimposition of U.S. sanctions as an 


excuse to resume the stockpiling of highly 
enriched uranium. Trump would have no 
recourse but a war for which the United 
States is entirely unprepared. 

There is a quiet scurry among congres¬ 
sional and European leaders to head off 
this disaster. Republican and Democratic 
leaders on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee last week discussed possible 
legislation with national security adviser 
H.R. McMaster, sources told me. The idea 
is to provide for some additional constraint 
on Iran that does not violate the existing 
deal and is acceptable to the Europeans 
— a tricky, and perhaps impossible, needle 
to thread. This would be balanced by a new 
curb on Trump, such as a provision imped¬ 
ing him from voiding the nuclear agree¬ 
ment without congressional consent. 

The Europeans would consent to work 
with the administration on steps to stop 
Iran’s development of long-range missiles, 
which are not covered by the accord — 
again, on condition that Trump not break 
the existing pact. 

This bipartisan, trans-Atlantic effort to 
simultaneously appease and hem in the 
U.S. president has few precedents. It may 
well fail. But Trump’s demonstrated will¬ 
ingness, in his ignorance and opportunism, 
to endanger vital American and Western 
interests has made it urgent. 

Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor for 
The Washington Post. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Knight’s address 
4 Decorate 
8 Martial art 

12 College URL 
ender 

13 Greek vowel 
14“Young 

Frankenstein” 

role 

15 PC key 

16 Small candles 
18 India’s first P.M. 

20 Work unit 

21 Exile isle 

24 Lucky number 
28 Beverage 
wagons 

32 Ceremony 

33 Witty one 

34 Ploys 

36 LAX info 

37 On the rocks 
39 Kitchen cloth 
41 “Ta-da!” 

43 Cupid’s specialty 

44 Nay undoer 
46 Boisterous 

50 Kitchen whistler 

55 Anger 

56 Scarce 

57 Chinese dynasty 

58 Gaiety 

59 “The Haj” author 

60 Lend a hand 

61 Type measures 


DOWN 

1 Playwright 
O’Casey 

2 Not busy 

3 Babe of baseball 

4 In name only 

5 Fish eggs 

6 Call — day 

7 Like ganders 

8 Small whiskey 
glass 

9 “This tastes 
terrible!” 

10 Speck 

11 Hosp. areas 
171040 org. 

19 Fun and games 


27“Flud” Oscar 
winner 

28 Ninny 

29 Apiece 

30 Screenwriter 
James 

31 Line of fashion? 
35 Stockpile 

38 Ducklings’ dads 
40 Granada gold 
42 CBS logo 
45 Engrave 

47 Spouse 

48 Bongo, for one 

49 Longings 

50 Capote 
nickname 


22 Very dry, as wine 51 Corn spike 

23 Confused 52 “Exodus” hero 

25 Panorama 

26 Diminutive suffix 


53 Commonest 
English word 

54 Texter’s chuckle 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A PERSON IS 
GETTING A FACE-LIFT DONE, WOULD YOU SAY 
THE SURGEON IS PICKING UP THE CHEEK? 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 
Free Europe-wide delivery 

n 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Block in Mainz Kastel is 
looking for an experienced full 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Looking for Full time 

Receptionist at the H&R Block 
at the KMCC Mall on Ramstein 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr. 
Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


**Xmas in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

n 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK - The 158 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez: dh- 
lb; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (7) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Mitch 
Moreland, lb; Eduardo Nunez, inf; Addi¬ 
son Reed, rhp; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike PeTfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (7) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of; Boone 
Logan, Ihp; q-Carlos Santana, c; Bryan 
Shaw, rhp; Joe Smith, rhp. 

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (5) - Carlos Beltran, dh; 
Tyler Clippard, rhp; Luke Gregerson, rhp; 
Francisco Liriano, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, 
of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (5) - Todd Frazier, 3b; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh; Mi¬ 
chael Pineda, rhp; CC Sabathia, Ihp. 
OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (6) - Yonder Alonso, lb; 
Gordon Beckham, inf; Jarrod Dyson, of; 
Yovani Gallardo, rhp; Carlos Ruiz, c; Dan¬ 
ny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (9) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
Steve Cishek, rhp; q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lu¬ 
cas Duda, lb; Tommy Hunter, rhp; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (5) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; 
Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (6) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Fernando Rodney, 
rhp; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) — R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (8) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; q-Wade Davis, rhp; Brian 
Duensing, Ihp; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (4) - Bronson Arroyo, 
rhp; Zack Cozart, ss; Scott Feldman, rhp; 
Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (8) — Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Jake McGee, Ihp; Pat Neshek, rhp; Mark 
Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (7) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Brandon Morrow, 
rhp; Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (3) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Anthony Swarzak, rhp; Neil Walker, 2b. 
NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (4) - Zach Duke, Ihp; q- 
Lance Lynn, rhp; Juan Nicasio, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (4) - Erick Aybar, ss; Jhou- 
lys Chacin, rhp; Jordan Lyles, rhp; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Nick Hundley, c; Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; 
Michael Morse, ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (12) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Brandon Kintzler, 
rhp; Adam Lind, lb; Jose Lobaton, c; Oli¬ 
ver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jayson 
Werth of. 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 13 

1942 - The Washington Redskins win 
the NFL Championship with a 14-6 vic¬ 
tory over the Chicago Bears. 

2003 — Mount Union breaks its own 
NCAA record by winning its 55th consec¬ 
utive game, beating Bridgewater 66-0 in 
the NCAA Division III semifinals. 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (11-0) vs. Grambling State (11-1) 

New Orleans Bowl 

North Texas (9-4) vs. Troy (10-2) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State (6-5) vs. Western Ken¬ 
tucky (6-6) 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (10-3) vs. Oregon (7-5) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Colorado State (7-5) vs. Marshall (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas State (7-3) vs. Middle Ten¬ 
nessee (6-6) 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Ohio (8-4) VS. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Wyoming (7-5) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

South Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (9-3) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2) 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 
(6-6) 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 15 

At Lancaster, Calif., Jessie Vargas 
vs. Aaron Herrera, 10, welterweights; 
Diego Chaves vs. Jamal James, 10, wel¬ 
terweights; John Molina Jr. vs. Ivan Red- 
kach, 10, junior welterweights. 

Dec. 16 

At Place Bell, Laval, Quebec, Billy 
Joe Saunders vs. David Lemieux, 12, for 
Saunders’ WBO middleweight title; An¬ 
toine Douglas vs. Gary O’Sullivan, 10, for 
the WBO Intercontinental middleweight 
title; Cletus Seldin vs. Yves Ulysses Jr., 
10, junior welterweights. 

Dec. 30 

At Yokohama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs. 
Yoan Boyeaux, 12, for Inoue’s WBO junior 
bantamweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Gil- 
berto Pedroza, 12, for Shiro's WBC junior 
flyweight title; Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipi¬ 
no Edward Mancito, 12, featherweights; 
Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10, 
bantamweights. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Milan Melindo vs. Ryoichi 
Taguchi, 12, Melindo’s IBF and Taguchi’s 
WBA World junior flyweight titles; Hiroto 
Kyoguchi vs. Carlos Buitrago, 12, for Kyo- 
guchi’s IBF strawweight title; Sho Kimura 
vs. Toshiyuki Igarashi, 12, for Kimura’s 
WBO flyweight title. 


Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4) 


Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 


Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 

FCS playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 8 

James Madison 31, Weber State 28 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10 
South Dakota State 56, New Hamp¬ 
shire 14 

Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw 
State 27 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 15 

Sam Houston State (12-1) at North Da¬ 
kota State (12-1) 

Saturday, Dec. 16 

South Dakota State (11-2) at James 
Madison (13-0) 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

Semifinal winners 

Division II playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

West Florida 27, Indiana (Pa.) 17 
Texas A&M-Commerce 31, Harding 17 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

West Florida (11-3) vs. Texas A&M- 
Commerce (13-1) 

Division III playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

Mount Union 43, Wisconsin-Oshkosh 40 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 24, Brockport 0 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Mount Union (14-0) vs. Mary Hardin- 
Baylor (14-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saint Francis (Ind.) (13-0) vs. Rein¬ 
hardt (12-0) 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Dec. 10 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (35) 12-2-1 978 2 

2. Denver (8) 9-3-4 918 1 

3. Notre Dame (6) 16-3-1 907 4 

4. Clarkson (1) 15-3-1 893 3 

5. Cornell 10-2-0 760 6 

6. North Dakota 10-5-5 758 5 

7. Minnesota State 11-5-0 694 8 

8. Northeastern 10-5-1 617 10 

9. Ohio State 10-4-4 566 15 

10. Minnesota 10-9-1 519 7 

11. Providence 10-7-1 516 9 

12. Western Michigan 10-8-1 433 11 

13. Wisconsin 10-9-2 335 12 

14. Boston College 9-7-2 327 14 

15. Penn State 11-7-2 322 18 

16. New Hampshire 9-7-1 260 13 

17. Minnesota Duluth 8-9-2 150 17 

18. Colgate 8-6-4 129 16 

19. Union (N.Y.) 10-8-1 74 19 

20. Canisius 10-5-1 69 — 

Others receiving votes: Bowling Green 

61, Colorado College 50, Miami 37, UMass 
Lowell 33, Omaha 26, Boston University 
20, Harvard 16, Michigan 14, UMass 10, 
Niagara 4, Army 2, Bentley 1, Maine 1. 


College basketball 


AP Men's Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 10, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Villanova(41) 10-0 1598 4 

2. Michigan St. (19) 9-1 1561 3 

3. Wichita St. 8-1 1402 6 

4. Duke 11-1 1362 1 

5. Arizona St (5) 9-0 1316 16 

6. Miami 8-0 1272 10 

7. North Carolina 9-1 1237 11 

8. Kentucky 8-1 1227 8 

9. Texas A&M 8-1 1072 7 

10. Xavier 9-1 1044 13 

11. West Virginia 9-1 972 18 

12. Gonzaga 8-2 805 12 

13. Kansas 7-2 760 2 

14. TCU 10-0 718 20 

15. Seton Hall 8-1 704 19 

16. Virginia 8-1 690 15 

17. Purdue 10-2 568 21 

18. Notre Dame 8-2 564 9 

19. Florida St. 9-0 452 - 

20. Tennessee 7-1 342 24 

21. Baylor 7-2 281 23 

22. Florida 6-3 261 5 

23. Arizona 7-3 252 - 

24. Texas Tech 7-1 191 - 

25. Cincinnati 7-2 145 17 

Others receiving votes: Creighton 79, 

Oklahoma 72, Texas 52, Louisville 19, Ar¬ 
kansas 17, Virginia Tech 15, Minnesota 
15, Nevada 13, Mississippi St. 8, UCLA 6, 
SMU 6, Loyola of Chicago 5, Alabama 4, 
Georgia 3, Houston 3, N Iowa 3, Towson 3, 
Syracuse 2, Boise St. 2, Middle Tennessee 

I, Rhode Island 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 10, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Villanova(22) 10-0 790 4 

2. Michigan State (10) 9-1 768 3 

3. Wichita State 8-1 675 6 

4. Duke 11-1 667 1 

5. Kentucky 8-1 609 7 

6. Arizona State 9-0 604 17 

7. North Carolina 9-1 593 10 

8. Miami 8-0 569 11 

9. Xavier 9-1 529 14 

10. Texas A&M 8-1 495 9 

II. West Virginia 9-1 477 16 

12. Kansas 7-2 378 2 

13. Gonzaga 8-2 374 13 

14. TCU 10-0 373 20 

15. Seton Hall 8-1 360 19 

16. Virginia 8-1 355 12 

17. Purdue 10-2 303 21 

18. Notre Dame 8-2 247 8 

19. Florida State 9-0 209 - 

20. Tennessee 7-1 153 — 

21. Baylor 7-2 150 22 

22. Florida 6-3 111 5 

23. Arizona 7-3 106 - 

24. Oklahoma 7-1 86 — 

25. Creighton 7-2 75 - 

Others receiving votes: Cincinnati 74, 

Texas Tech 58, Virginia Tech 41, Texas 26, 
Louisville 25, Arkansas 21, Rhode Island 
14, Minnesota 10, Mississippi State 10, 
Syracuse 10, Loyola of Chicago 9, Boise 
State 8, Houston 8, Middle Tennessee 7, 
Alabama 6, Saint Mary’s 4, UCLA 4, Geor¬ 
gia 3, Georgetown 2, Missouri 2, Nevada 
1, Stephen F. Austin 1. 


Monday’s Transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE - Named 
Dan Halem deputy commissioner in ad¬ 
dition to his duties as chief legal officer, 
Chris Park executive vice president/ 
product and marketing, Noah Garden 
executive vice president/commerce and 
Chris Marinak executive vice president/ 
strategy, technology and innovation. 
Promoted chief operating officer Tony 
Petitti to deputy commissioner/business 
and media. 

American League 

DETROIT TIGERS - Assigned RHP Vic¬ 
tor Alcantara outright to Toledo (IL). 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Matt Ramsey and C Tim Fed- 
erowicz on minor league contracts. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Named Josh 
Bard bench coach, Phil Nevin third base 
coach and Reggie Willits first base coach. 
Announced their Florida State League 
farm team will change its name from the 
Tampa Yankees to the Tampa Tarpons. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Traded INF 
Joey Wendle to Tampa Bay for a player to 
be named or cash. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Claimed OF 
Cameron Perkins off waives from Phila¬ 
delphia. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Named Alex Ta- 
min director of major league operations 
and Jason Pare assistant general man¬ 
ager/research and development. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Traded OF Giancar- 
lo Stanton and cash to the N.Y. Yankees 
for 2B Starlin Castro, RHP Jorge Guzman 
and SS Jose Devers. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with C Alex Hall and SS Jesse Wil¬ 
liams on minor league contracts. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Claimed SS 
Engelb Vielma off waivers from Philadel- 


Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Hartford 86, Sacred Heart 72 
Vermont 81, Siena 57 

SOUTH 

FIU 65, South Florida 53 
Jackson St. 60, Fisk 53 
Lander 80, Fayetteville St. 63 
Lincoln Memorial 156, Mars Hill 69 
Louisville 102, Bryant 59 
North Florida 101, Florida A&M 89 
MIDWEST 

DePaul 83, Alabama A&M 59 
Minnesota 68, Drake 67 
Northwestern 96, Chicago St. 31 
Wayne (Neb.) 92, Mount Marty 69 

FAR WEST 

Grand Canyon 64, NC Central 59 
Oregon 74, Texas Southern 68 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 10, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn(32) 8-0 800 1 

2. Notre Dame 9-1 749 3 

3. Louisville 11-0 736 4 

4. South Carolina 9-1 685 5 

5. Mississippi St. 9-0 664 6 

6. Baylor 8-1 625 8 

7. Tennessee 10-0 620 11 

8. Texas 7-1 593 2 

9. Oregon 8-1 519 9 

10. West Virginia 9-0 504 10 

11. UCLA 7-2 459 7 

12. Florida St. 10-0 443 13 

13. Ohio St. 9-2 439 12 

14. Duke 8-2 390 14 

15. Maryland 9-2 354 15 

16. Missouri 9-1 293 17 

17. Oregon St. 6-2 226 19 

18. Stanford 5-4 221 18 

19. Texas A&M 8-2 180 21 

20. Villanova 9-0 177 22 

21. Green Bay 8-1 147 23 

22. South Florida 7-2 141 16 

23. Michigan 8-2 116 24 

24. California 7-2 98 25 

25. Iowa 10-1 55 - 

Others receiving votes: Oklahoma St. 

54, New Mexico 39, Syracuse 22, Okla¬ 
homa 12, Arizona St. 10, Marquette 8, 
Southern Cal 8, Kentucky 7, South Dakota 
St. 3, Rutgers 1, Florida Gulf Coast 1, Ball 


Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Columbia 75, Hofstra53 
NJIT 106, St. Joseph’s (NY) 42 
Penn 57, Saint Joseph’s 50 
Rhode Island 62, Fairfield 47 

SOUTH 

Cumberland (Tenn.) 61, Talladega 50 
George Mason 58, UMBC 38 
Johnson C. Smith 52, Catawba 51 
Lincoln Memorial 107, Mars Hill 62 
Louisiana Tech 71, Louisiana-Monroe 49 
Maryland 114, Loyola (Md.) 45 
McNeese St. 84, Louisiana College 46 
Murray St. 63, UNC-Greensboro 52 
NC A&T 94, St. Augustine’s 42 
SC State 60, Charleston Southern 58 
South Alabama 69, Southern U. 65 
MIDWEST 

UMKC 114, Harris-Stowe 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas 67, Tulsa 41 
Houston 88, ETSU 69 
Houston Baptist 76, Huston-Tillotson 72 
TCU 112.SE Louisiana 62 
FAR WEST 

Dartmouth 81, Colorado 75 
E. Washington 75, Cal Poly 72 


National Basketball Association 

F Matt Barnes announced his retire¬ 
ment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released WR 
Carlton Agudosi and LS Justin Drescher. 
Signed OL Vinston Painter from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Released CB 
Taurean Nixon from the practice squad. 
Signed WR Matt Hazel to the practice 
squad. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Waived DT Khyri 
Thornton. Announced Denver signed TE 
Matt LaCosse off their practice squad. 
Terminated the practice squad contract 
of LB Trevor Bates. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled D Andy 
Welinski from San Diego (AHL). Assigned 
RW Jared Boll, LW Kevin Roy and D Jay- 
cob Megna to San Diego. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned D Kyle 
Capobianco to Tucson (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Reassigned 
G Anders Lindback to Milwaukee (AHL). 
Recalled G Juuse Saros from Milwaukee. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Reassigned G 
Chris Nell from Hartford (AHL) to Adiron¬ 
dack (ECHL). 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA — Announced DT Taven Bry¬ 
an will enter the NFL draft. Named Nick 
Savage director of strength and condi¬ 
tioning. 

LOUISVILLE — Announced senior RB 
Jeremy Smith will transfer. 

MEMPHIS — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of offensive coordinator and running 
backs coach Darrell Dickey to become 
offensive coordinator at Texas A&M. 

MISSISSIPPI - QB Shea Patterson an¬ 
nounced he will transfer to Michigan. 

TCU — Named Jeremiah Donati ath¬ 
letic director. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 29 21 6 2 44 110 74 

Toronto 31 20 10 1 41 106 88 

Boston 27 14 9 4 32 78 75 

Montreal 31 13 14 4 30 85 99 

Florida 30 12 14 4 28 90 105 

Detroit 30 11 13 6 28 81 99 

Ottawa 28 9 12 7 25 77 98 

Buffalo 30 7 17 6 20 64 102 

Metropolitan Division 
Columbus 30 19 10 1 39 86 73 

N.Y. Islanders 30 17 10 3 37 108 100 

Washington 31 18 12 1 37 95 91 

New Jersey 29 16 9 4 36 89 91 

N.Y. Rangers 30 16 11 3 35 99 89 

Pittsburgh 32 16 13 3 35 94 104 

Philadelphia 29 11 11 7 29 83 86 

Carolina 29 11 11 7 29 80 91 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

St. Louis 31 21 8 2 44 104 78 

Winnipeg 31 18 8 5 41 107 87 

Nashville 29 18 7 4 40 95 84 

Dallas 31 17 13 1 35 91 90 

Minnesota 29 15 11 3 33 87 87 

Chicago 30 14 11 5 33 90 82 

Colorado 29 14 13 2 30 92 95 

Pacific Division 

Los Angeles 31 20 8 3 43 97 68 

Vegas 29 19 9 1 39 103 91 

San Jose 29 16 10 3 35 79 69 

Calgary 30 16 12 2 34 88 94 

Anaheim 31 13 11 7 33 83 91 

Vancouver 31 14 13 4 32 82 90 

Edmonton 30 12 16 2 26 86 99 

Arizona 33 7 21 5 19 75 114 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Chicago 3, Arizona 1 
St. Louis 3, Buffalo 2, OT 
Toronto 1, Edmonton 0 
Minnesota 4, San Jose 3, OT 
Monday’s games 
Colorado 2, Pittsburgh 1 
Dallas 2, N.Y. Rangers 1, SO 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Washington 1 
Florida 2, Detroit 1, OT 
Winnipeg 5, Vancouver 1 
Anaheim 3, Carolina 2 

Tuesday’s games 
Edmonton at Columbus 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Colorado at Washington 
Los Angeles at New Jersey 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at St. Louis 
Florida at Chicago 
Carolina at Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at N.Y. Islanders 
N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa 
Boston at Detroit 
Nashville at Vancouver 

Thursday's games 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Washington at Boston 
N.Y. Islanders at Columbus 
New Jersey at Montreal 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Anaheim at St. Louis 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Florida at Colorado 
Tampa Bay at Arizona 
Nashville at Edmonton 
San Jose at Calgary 
Pittsburgh at Vegas 

Monday 

Islanders 3, Capitals 1 

Washington 0 0 1 — 1 

N.Y. Islanders 1 2 0-3 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Nelson 
9 (Clutterbuck, Chimera), 2:36. 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Islanders, Ladd 
8 (de Haan, Eberle), 0:36. 3, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Tavares 18 (Bailey, Lee), 1:34. 

Third Period—4, Washington, Orlov 3 
(Beagle, Stephenson), 8:23. 

Shots on Goal—Washington 7-15-10- 
32. N.Y. Islanders 10-10-9-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 2; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Washington, Grubauer 2-5-1 
(17 shots-17 saves), Holtby 16-7-0 (12-9). 
N.Y. Islanders, Halak 9-7-1 (32-31). 

A-11,053 (15,795). T-2:30. 


Avalanche 2, Penguins 1 

Colorado 0 0 2—2 

Pittsburgh 0 0 1-1 

Third Period —1, Colorado, Barberio 2, 
6:17. 2, Colorado, Comeau 7 (Johnson), 
18:31. 3, Pittsburgh, Kessel 15 (Malkin, 
Guentzel), 19:48. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 6-11-11—28. 
Pittsburgh 13-11-16-40. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 4; Pittsburgh 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Colorado, Bernier 5-6-1 (40 
shots-39 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 5-2-2 
(27-26). 

A-18,411 (18,387). T-2:30. 

Stars 2, Rangers 1 (SO) 

Dallas 0 10 0-2 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 10—1 

Dallas won shootout 2-1 
Second Period —1, Dallas, Honka 1 
(Benn, Lindell), 6:30. 

Third Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 8 
(Buchnevich, Skjei), 16:19. 

Shootout—Dallas 2 (Radulov G, Seguin 
NG, Spezza G), N.Y. Rangers 1 (Zuccarello 
G, Desharnais NG, Shattenkirk NG). 

Shots on Goal—Dallas 16-17-8-4-45. 
N.Y. Rangers 5-5-9-6—25. 

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 0 of 
3; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 0. 

Goalies—Dallas, Lehtonen 4-4-1 (25 
shots-24 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Pavelec 2- 
4-1 (45-44). 

A-17,667 (18,006). T-2:33. 

Panthers 2, Red Wings 1 (OT) 

Florida 0 0 1 1-2 

Detroit 1 0 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Detroit, Zetterberg 5 
(Daley), 18:27. 

Third Period-2, Florida, Trocheck 13 
(Huberdeau, Barkov), 10:09 (pp). 

Overtime—3, Florida, Matheson 1 
(Bjugstad), 2:02. 

Shots on Goal—Florida 12-6-8-3-29. 
Detroit 11-12-11-1-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 2; Detroit Oof 3. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 5-7-3 (35 
shots-34 saves). Detroit, Howard 9-9-4 
(29-27). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:46. 

Jets 5, Canucks 1 

Vancouver 1 0 0—1 

Winnipeg 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Kulikov 2 
(Connor, Scheifele), 1:28. 2, Vancouver, 
Boeser 16 (D.Sedin, H.Sedin), 6:53. 

Second Period—3, Winnipeg, Perreault 
8 (Armia, Little), 4:55. 4, Winnipeg, Ehlers 
14 (Myers, Perreault), 14:09 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Winnipeg, Morrissey 
4 (Copp, Lowry), 11:38. 6, Winnipeg, Per¬ 
reault 9 (Hendricks), 19:16. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 10-7-9—26. 
Winnipeg 4-11-9—24. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 2; Winnipeg 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 8-10- 
3 (24 shots-19 saves). Winnipeg, Helle- 
buyck 16-3-4 (26-25). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:20. 

Ducks 3, Hurricanes 2 

Carolina 10 1—2 

Anaheim 1 1 1—3 

First Period—1, Carolina, Williams 6 
(van Riemsdyk), 1:37. 2, Anaheim, Grant 
6 (Shaw), 5:55. 

Second Period—3, Anaheim, Silfver- 
berg 7, 19:25. 

Third Period—4, Anaheim, Shaw 2 
(Vermette, Welinski), 1:52. 5, Carolina, 
Rask 7 (Skinner, van Riemsdyk), 17:20. 

Shots on Goal—Carolina 9-6-15-30. 
Anaheim 4-8-11—23. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 3; Anaheim 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Carolina, Darling 7-9-6 (23 
shots-20 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 9-10-3 
(30-28). 

A-16,198 (17,174). T-2:24. 

Calendar 

Dec. 16 - NHL100 Classic: Montreal at 
Ottawa Senators, at Lansdowne Park. 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Buffalo at 
New York Rangers, at Citi Field. 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Florida Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad, left, and Red Wings 
right wing Luke Glendening fight during Monday’s game in Detroit. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


The New York Islanders Calvin de Haan, right, congratulates goalie Jaroslav Halak after they defeated the 
Washington Capitals 3-1 on Monday in New York. Halak finished with 31 saves. 

Roundup 


Halak, Islanders snap 
3-game winless streak 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Hours after 
getting a vote of confidence from 
his coach, Jaroslav Halak came 
through with one of his best 
games of the season. 

Halak made 31 saves, and the 
New York Islanders beat the 
Washington Capitals 3-1 on Mon¬ 
day night to snap a three-game 
winless streak. 

It was the second time this sea¬ 
son that Halak held an opponent 
to a single goal and the third time 
New York has allowed one goal 
as a team. Halak’s strong perfor¬ 
mance came after coach Doug 
Weight sternly defended his goal- 
tenders following the team’s skate 
Monday morning. New York was 
1-3-1 over its last five games. 

“I felt good out there,” Halak 
said. “Obviously it would be nicer 
to get a shutout, but I think a win 
is a win. Two points at home and 
it was really a good game by pret¬ 
ty much everybody on the ice. 
Everybody had a role and they 
played it.” 

Brock Nelson, Andrew Ladd 
and John Tavares scored goals for 
the Islanders, who built a 3-0 lead 
early in the second period and 
ended Washington’s four-game 
winning streak. The Islanders 
killed off both Washington power 
plays and snapped a seven-game 
stretch that saw them surrender 


one or more power-play goals. 

The Islanders (17-10-3) ex¬ 
tended their home record to 9-1-2, 
while Washington (18-12-1) fell to 
6-7-1 on the road. 

“He was great,” Ladd said 
about Halak. “A lot of big saves, 
especially in the second. When 
we had a two-goal lead, he had a 
couple of big ones to keep us with 
that spread. He was phenomenal 
tonight.” 

Ducks 3, Hurricanes 2: Logan 
Shaw had a goal and an assist, 
and Jakob Silfverberg returned 
from a five-game injury absence 
to score the tiebreaking goal late 
in the second period of host Ana¬ 
heim’s victory over Carolina. 

Derek Grant also scored and 
John Gibson made 28 saves for 
the Ducks, who won for just the 
third time in 11 games. The inju¬ 
ry-plagued team was boosted by 
the simultaneous returns of Sil¬ 
fverberg and captain Ryan Get- 
zlaf, who had missed 19 games 
after getting hit in the face with 
a puck. 

Jets 5, Canucks 1: Mathieu 
Perreault scored two goals and 
added an assist to help host Win¬ 
nipeg halt a three-game losing 
streak by beating Vancouver. 

The win was the Jets’ seventh 
straight victory at home and they 
have points in their last 11 games 
(10-0-1) at Bell MTS Place. 


The Canucks have lost three 
straight in regulation for the first 
time this season. 

Avalanche 2, Penguins 1: Jon¬ 
athan Bernier stopped 39 shots 
and Mark Barberio scored in the 
third period, helping visiting Col¬ 
orado top Pittsburgh. 

Blake Comeau added an empty- 
netter against his former team as 
Colorado won its second straight 
after a string of six losses in seven 
games. It was Comeau’s seventh 
of the season. 

Stars 2, Rangers 1 (SO): 

Jason Spezza scored in the shoot¬ 
out, and visiting Dallas snapped a 
three-game losing streak by de¬ 
feating New York. 

Kari Lehtonen made 24 saves 
for Dallas in the opener of its 
four-game East Coast road trip 
against the Metropolitan Divi¬ 
sion. Julius Honka scored in the 
second period. 

Panthers 2, Red Wings 1 
(OT): Mike Matheson scored his 
first goal of the season, and vis¬ 
iting Florida beat Detroit to win 
in overtime for the first time this 
season. 

Matheson drove the rebound 
of a Nick Bjugstad shot into the 
net behind Detroit goalie Jimmy 
Howard at the 2:02 mark of over¬ 
time for the winner. Florida im¬ 
proved to 1-2 in OT, rallying from 
a 1-0 third-period deficit. 
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David J. Phillip/AP 


The Rockets’ Clint Capela, center, reaches for a rebound with the Pelicans’ Rajon Rondo, left, and 
E’Twaun Moore during the first quarter Monday in Houston. Capela scored 28 points in a 130-123 win. 

Roundup 


Capela fires up Rockets 


Associated. Press 

HOUSTON — In a season 
where the Houston Rockets have 
become one of the league’s best 
teams, scoring a career-high in 
points like Clint Capela did on 
Monday night doesn’t get con¬ 
gratulations. It draws comments 
on how he needs to play like he 
did over the New Orleans Peli¬ 
cans more often. 

Capela scored 28 points and 
James Harden scored 12 straight 
points for Houston in the fourth 
quarter as the Rockets rallied 
for the 130-123 victory over the 
Pelicans to extend their winning 
streak to 10 games. 

“We’re going to need nights 
like that from Clint to be consis¬ 
tent and be a beast like he did, 
blocking shots, dunking the bas¬ 
ketball,” Harden said. “And to 
close the game out he did a really, 
really good job. So progress, he’s 
got to get better, but tonight was a 
good step for him.” 

Capela agreed with Harden’s 
assessment. 

“Of course it feels good and I’m 
happy tonight but I’m really try¬ 
ing to be consistent in what I’m 
doing,” he said. “So I’m going to 
keep working and try to get bet¬ 
ter simply. It’s just one game and 
there’s going to be a lot of other 
ones, so just got to be ready for 
the other ones now.” 

The game was tied with about 
three minutes remaining after 
Harden made two free throws. 
Those were the first of seven 
straight points by Harden that 
put Houston’s up 124-119 with 
1:30 left. 

Jrue Holiday made a basket 
after that, but Harden hit a 3- 
pointer seconds later to push the 
lead to 127-121. Harden stole the 
ball from E’Twaun Moore after a 
timeout by New Orleans. He was 


fouled and made both free throws 
to make it 129-121 with 34 sec¬ 
onds left. 

“James running out of gas in 
the first half, and then his leg was 
hurting him and all that,” coach 
Mike D’Antoni said. “But then at 
the end he just puts daggers in 
people.” 

After scoring 48 points in Hous¬ 
ton’s last game, Harden finished 
with 26 on Monday, but he tied a 
career-high with 17 assists, find¬ 
ing the 6-foot-10 Capela under the 
basket again and again. 

“Harden and CP3 closed out 
the game, they are both great 
players,” New Orleans coach 
Alvin Gentry said. “We had our 
opportunity, but couldn’t quite 
get it done.” 

Holiday had a season-high 37 
points for the Pelicans and Rajon 
Rondo had a triple-double of 13 
points, 12 rebounds and 12 as¬ 
sists. Moore had a career-high 36 
points and made a career-most 
six three-pointers on a night New 
Orleans set a franchise record 
with 18 three-pointers. 

Bulls 108, Celtics 85: Nikola 
Mirotic scored 24 points, Bobby 
Portis added a career-high 23 
and host Chicago rolled to its 
third straight win. 

The last-place Bulls built an 18- 
point lead in the second quarter 
against the Eastern Conference 
leaders. When Boston cut it to 
12 in the fourth, Chicago pulled 
away for the runaway victory. 

The Celtics played without star 
guard Kyrie Irving, who was side¬ 
lined by bruised left quadriceps. 

Before Monday night, Mirotic 
and Portis had only made head¬ 
lines together this season for the 
wrong reasons. Mirotic missed 
the first 23 games with facial 
fractures he suffered in a fight at 
practice with Portis. 

Warriors 111, Trail Blaz¬ 


ers 104: Kevin Durant had 28 
points, nine rebounds, five assists 
and three blocked shots, leading 
short-handed host Golden State to 
the victory. 

Golden State played without 
two-time MVP Stephen Curry, 
who is nursing a sprained right 
ankle and missed his third 
straight game. Draymond Green 
sat out with a sore right shoulder 
while starting center Zaza Pachu- 
lia was sidelined for his second 
game in a row because of sore¬ 
ness in his left shoulder. 

Clippers 96, Raptors 91: 
Montrezl Harrell scored 17 
points, and the host Clippers 
snapped the Raptors’ six-game 
winning streak. 

DeAndre Jordan had 14 points 
and 17 rebounds for the Clippers. 
Their backups outscored Toron¬ 
to’s reserves 50-17, led by Harrell 
and Lou Williams, who also had 
17 points. 

Milos Teodosic scored 12 points 
in his return after missing 22 
games with a left foot injury.. 

Hornets 116, Thunder 103: 

Dwight Howard scored 23 points, 
leading Charlotte to the road 
win. 

Kemba Walker had 19 points 
for the Hornets, who had lost 
seven of eight. Marvin Williams 
scored 18, and Michael Kidd-Gil- 
christ finished with 17 points. 

Russell Westbrook had 30 
points and seven assists and Paul 
George scored 20 points for the 
Thunder after missing the previ¬ 
ous two games with a right calf 
contusion. 

Heat 107, Grizzlies 82: Goran 
Dragic scored 19 points, leading 
the balanced Heat to the victory. 

Visiting Miami shot 56.1 per¬ 
cent from the field and had seven 
players score in double figures 
in its second straight win. Josh 
Richardson had 17 points. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
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Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 21 4 .840 - 

San Antonio 19 8 .704 3 

New Orleans 14 14 .500 8V4 

Memphis 8 19 .296 14 

Dallas 7 20 .259 15 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 16 11 .593 - 

Denver 14 12 .538 V/i 

~ " ' 13 13 .500 Vh 


3V4 


10 15 .400 lO’/z 

10 15 .400 lO’/z 

9 19 .321 13 

' •- ,308 13 


Portland 

Utah 13 j 

Oklahoma City 12 1 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 

Monday’s games 

Charlotte 116, Oklahoma City 103 
Chicago 108, Boston 85 
Houston 130, New Orleans 123 
Miami 107, Memphis 82 
Golden State 111, Portland 104 
L.A. Clippers 96, Toronto 91 
Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
Denver at Detroit 
L.A. Lakers at New York 
Washington at Brooklyn 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Sacramento 

Wednesday’s games 
L.A. Clippers at Orlando 
Memphis at Washington 
Oklahoma City at Indiana 
Denver at Boston 
Portland at Miami 
Milwaukee at New Orleans 
Utah at Chicago 
Toronto at Phoenix 
Charlotte at Houston 

Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Atlanta 
New York at Brooklyn 
L.A. Lakers at Cleveland 
Sacramento at Minnesota 
Dallas at Golden State 

Monday 

Clippers 96, Raptors 91 

TORONTO - Anunoby 1-4 0-0 3, Ibaka 

7-17 1-2 17, Valanciunas 8-10 6-623, Lowry 
4-13 6-8 14, DeRozan 5-13 7-10 17, Miles 5- 
9 0-0 13, Siakam 0-1 0-0 0, Poeltl 0-1 0-0 0, 
Brown 0-0 0-0 0, VanVIeet 1-60-0 2, Powell 

1-6 0-0 2. Totals 32-80 20-26 91. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - W.Johnson 1-7 3- 
4 5, Wilson 0-3 0-0 0, Jordan 6-9 2-2 14, 
Teodosic 4-12 2-2 12, Rivers 6-14 0-2 15, 
Dekker 4-11 4-5 12, Harrell 6-9 5-5 17, 
Evans 1-4 0-0 2, L.Williams 6-18 2-2 17, 
C.Williams 0-1 2-2 2, Thornwell 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 34-91 20-24 96. 

Toronto 30 23 21 17-91 

L.A. Clippers 19 32 19 26-96 

Three-point goals—Toronto 7-29 (Miles 
3-4, Ibaka 2-7, Valanciunas 1-1, Anunoby 
1-2, Siakam 0-1, Powell 0-3, VanVIeet 0-3, 
Lowry 0-8), L.A. Clippers 8-36 (Rivers 3-8, 
L.Williams 3-8, Teodosic 2-9, Evans 0-1, 
Dekker 0-3, Wilson 0-3, W.Johnson 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 
42 (Valanciunas 15), L.A. Clippers 57 (Jor¬ 
dan 17). Assists—Toronto 18 (DeRozan 
8), L.A. Clippers 18 (L.Williams 5). Total 
Fouls—Toronto 22, L.A. Clippers 20. A— 
16,658 (19,060). 

Warriors 111, 

Trail Blazers 104 

PORTLAND — Turner 3-8 4-4 10, Aminu 
1-6 2-2 4, Leonard 2-5 0-0 4, Lillard 12-28 
10-11 39, McCollum 8-14 4-4 21, Layman 
3-9 2-2 8, Collins 4-9 1-2 9, Vonleh 2-4 0- 


GOLDEN STATE - Durant 11-21 4-4 
28, Casspi 4-6 2-4 11, Bell 5-6 1-2 11, Liv¬ 
ingston 2-4 2-2 6, Thompson 9-21 2-2 24, 
Young 5-8 0-0 12, Looney 0-0 0-0 0, West 5- 
6 0-0 10, Cook 1-2 1-1 3, Iguodala 2-6 1-2 6, 
McCaw 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-80 13-17 111. 
Portland 28 19 28 29-104 

Golden State 27 33 33 18-111 

Three-point goals—Portland 7-28 (Lil¬ 
lard 5-13, McCollum 1-3, Connaughton 1- 
3, Turner 0-1, Collins 0-2, Aminu 0-2, Lay¬ 
man 0-4), Golden State 10-20 (Thompson 
4-10, Young 2-2, Durant 2-4, Casspi 1-1, 
Iguodala 1-2, Cook 0-1). Fouled Out—Col¬ 
lins. Rebounds—Portland 39 (Vonleh 
9), Golden State 42 (Durant, Casspi 9). 
Assists—Portland 14 (Turner 4), Gold- 
n State 26 (Iguodala, Durant 5). Total 


Rockets 130, Pelicans 123 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 15-20 0-0 36, 
Miller 4-10 0-0 10, Cousins 8-17 6-11 24, 
Rondo 5-12 0-0 13, Holiday 16-21 1-2 37, 
Asik 0-0 0-0 0, Cooke 0-0 0-0 0, Clark 1-4 0- 
0 3, Jones 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 49-85 7-13 123. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 3-9 4-4 13, Anderson 

2- 6 0-0 5, Capela 13-14 2-4 28, Paul 8-16 
1-2 20, Harden 8-16 6-9 26, Tucker 1-4 0-0 
3, Mbah a Moute 0-5 0-2 0, Nene 4-6 0-0 
8, Gordon 9-12 4-4 27. Totals 48-88 17-25 
130. 

New Orleans 41 35 27 20-123 

Houston 35 43 18 34-130 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 18- 
33 (Moore 6-8, Holiday 4-7, Rondo 3-5, 
Cousins 2-3, Miller 2-7, Clark 1-3), Hous¬ 
ton 17-45 (Gordon 5-6, Harden 4-10, Ariza 

3- 9, Paul 3-9, Tucker 1-3, Anderson 1-4, 
Mbah a Moute 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—New Orleans 41 (Cousins 14), 
Houston 36 (Paul 9). Assists—New Or¬ 
leans 32 (Rondo 12), Houston 30 (Harden 
17). Total Fouls—New Orleans 19, Hous¬ 
ton 15. Technicals—Cousins. A—18,055 
(18,055). 

Heat 107, Grizzlies 82 

MIAMI - Richardson 5-9 4-5 17, 
J.Johnson 4-7 3-4 11, Olynyk 1-3 2-2 5, 
Dragic 7-12 4-4 19, Waiters 4-5 2-4 10, Win¬ 
slow 2-6 0-0 5, Mickey 0-0 0-0 0, Haslem 0- 
0 0-0 0, Adebayo 5-6 4-5 14, Ellington 4-8 
0-0 12, T.Johnson 5-10 0-0 14. Totals 37-66 
19-24 107. 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 0-2 0-0 0, Green 4- 
6 1-2 10, Gasol 5-14 7-10 19, Evans 5-17 0-0 
11, Harrison 5-6 4-4 16, Parsons 3-8 2-5 9, 
Ennis III 1-5 3-4 6, Martin 0-1 0-0 0, Hunter 
1-1 0-0 2, Rabb 0-1 0-0 0, Davis 3-5 1-2 7, 
Chalmers 0-1 0-0 0, McLemore 1-5 0-0 2. 
Totals 28-72 18-27 82. 

Miami 21 24 25 37-107 

Memphis 23 19 18 22- 82 

Three-point goals—Miami 14-27 (El¬ 
lington 4-6, T.Johnson 4-7, Richardson 
3-4, Winslow 1-2, Olynyk 1-3, Dragic 1-3, 
Waiters 0-1, J.Johnson 0-1), Memphis 

8-27 (Harrison 2-2, Gasol 2-5, Green 1- 
1, Ennis III 1-3, Parsons 1-5, Evans 1-7, 
Chalmers 0-1, McLemore 0-1, Brooks 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 35 
(T.Johnson, Richardson, Dragic, Winslow 
5), Memphis 31 (Davis 7). Assists-Mi- 
ami 24 (Dragic 5), Memphis 17 (Parsons 
5). Total Fouls—Miami 22, Memphis 22. 
Technicals—Miami coach Heat (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-14,857 (18,119). 


Hornets 116, Thunder 103 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 8-9 1-3 
17, Williams 5-8 4-5 18, Howard 9-13 5-7 
23, Walker 6-13 4-4 19, Lamb 6-17 0-0 14, 
O’Bryant III 0-1 0-0 0, Kaminsky 3-8 1-2 8, 
Monk 1-4 0-0 2, Carter-Williams 0-1 1-2 1, 
Bacon 1-2 0-0 2, Graham 4-5 1-1 12. Totals 
43-81 17-24 116. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-14 4-4 
20, Anthony 5-12 0-0 11, Adams 5-6 1-2 
11, Westbrook 10-22 9-9 30, Abrines 2-9 
6-6 12, Huestis 2-3 0-0 5, Grant 0-3 2-2 2, 
Singler 0-0 0-0 0, Collison 0-0 0-0 0, Pat¬ 
terson 1-3 2-2 5, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Felton 
1-10 0-0 3, Ferguson 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 35-85 
24-25 103. 

Charlotte 34 18 40 24-116 

Oklahoma City 26 26 22 29-103 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 13-25 
(Williams 4-5, Graham 3-3, Walker 3- 
5, Lamb 2-7, Kaminsky 1-3, Monk 0-1, 
O’Bryant III 0-1), Oklahoma City 9-26 
(George 2-4, Abrines 2-7, Westbrook 1-2, 
Patterson 1-2, Huestis 1-2, Anthony 1-3, 
Felton 1-4, Ferguson 0-1, Grant 0-1). Re¬ 
bounds—Charlotte 41 (Howard, Williams 
7), Oklahoma City 39 (Adams 10). As¬ 
sists—Charlotte 22 (Walker 9), Oklahoma 
City 16 (Westbrook 7). Total Fouls—Char¬ 
lotte 20, Oklahoma City 19. Technicals— 
Anthony. A-18,203 (18,203). 


Bulls 108, Celtics 85 

BOSTON - Tatum 1-7 2-4 4, Horford 6- 
14 3-3 15, Baynes 5-6 0-0 10, Smart 5-12 0- 
0 13, Brown 5-12 0-0 13, Ojeleye 0-1 0-0 0, 
Nader 2-6 0-1 5, Theis 1-3 2-2 4, Yabusele 
0-1 0-0 0, Allen 0-1 1-2 1, Larkin 2-5 1-2 5, 
Rozier 5-12 0-0 13, Bird 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
33-83 9-14 85. 

CHICAGO - Valentine 1-7 0-0 2, Mirotic 

9-14 3-6 24, Lopez 3-7 1-2 7, Dunn 6-14 0-0 

12, Holiday 3-10 0-0 8, Zipser 2-3 2-2 8, Fe- 
licio 0-0 3-4 3, Portis 10-15 0-1 23, Felder 
0-1 0-0 0, Grant 2-3 2-2 8, Nwaba 3-6 7-8 

13, Pondexter 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-81 18- 
25 108. 

Boston 29 13 21 22- 85 

Chicago 28 28 22 30-108 

Three-point goals—Boston 10-40 
(Smart 3-6, Brown 3-7, Rozier 3-7, Nader 

1- 5, Allen 0-1, Theis 0-1, Ojeleye 0-1, Bird 
0-1, Yabusele 0-1, Larkin 0-2, Horford 0- 
4, Tatum 0-4), Chicago 12-29 (Portis 3-3, 
Mirotic 3-7, Zipser 2-2, Grant 2-2, Holiday 

2- 6, Pondexter 0-1, Valentine 0-4, Dunn 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 46 (Tatum 10), Chicago 46 (Mirotic 8). 
Assists—Boston 22 (Horford, Rozier 5), 
Chicago 23 (Grant 9). Total Fouls—Bos¬ 
ton 19, Chicago 18. Technicals—Chicago 
coach Bulls (Defensive three second). 
A—19,617 (20,917). 


Calendar 

Jan. 5 — 10-day contracts can be 
signed. 

Jan. 10 — All contracts are guaranteed 
for rest of season. 

Jan. 15 — Last day to sign two-way 
contracts. 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 
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NBA/OLYMPICS 


Russian Olympic 
Committee expects 
200 to compete 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


Jahlil Okafor, left, drives to the basket as Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert defends in the first half during a 
game last season. The former 76ers center is eager to start anew with the Brooklyn Nets. 

Okafor excited about fresh 
start, ‘right fit’ with Nets 


By Michael Scotto 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Jahlil Oka¬ 
for finally got the fresh start he 
wanted. 

Okafor was the consensus No. 
1 high school player in his class, 
won a national championship at 
Duke, and averaged 17.5 points 
and seven rebounds in his rookie 
campaign for the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

Then things changed 
drastically. 

Okafor struggled with injuries 
and a logjam at his position in his 
second season. 

“When I first got drafted there, 
we already had Nerlens (Noel) 
there, Joel (Embiid) was there, so 
we’re trying to have three start¬ 
ing centers on the same team,” 
Okafor said Monday at his intro¬ 
ductory news conference with his 
new team, the Brooklyn Nets. 

“It just never really was the 
right fit.” 

The 76ers traded Okafor, sel¬ 
dom-used guard Nik Stauskas 
and a second-round draft pick 
to the Nets for forward Trevor 
Booker on Thursday. 

Okafor also had off-court prob¬ 
lems during his time in Philadel¬ 


phia. He got a speeding ticket for 
driving 108 miles per hour and 
was suspended by the 76ers for 
two games after an altercation 
outside of a Boston nightclub with 
a heckler. 

“Speeding obviously is ille¬ 
gal,” Okafor said. “I know that’s 
not what you’re supposed to do. I 
guess you just learn how the page 
can turn on you and how every¬ 
thing can flip. I can’t really say 
I learned anything, because you 
know going in that’s not right. You 
just learn from your mistakes, but 
(it was) a tough thing that I went 
through, I got past, and I’m look¬ 
ing to better times now.” 

Okafor, the third overall pick 
in the 2015 draft, joins D’Angelo 
Russell, the second overall pick in 
the same draft class, on the Nets. 

“We’re just very excited to get 
on the court together,” Okafor 
said. “You never would’ve thought 
the number two and number 
three picks would be playing on 
the same team a few years after, 
but like I said, everything hap¬ 
pens for a reason and I’m really 
excited.” 

Russell also had problems on 
and off the court with the team 
that drafted him. He was criti¬ 


cized for recording a video of for¬ 
mer Lakers teammate Nick Young 
that aired sordid details about 
Young’s private life. The Lakers 
gave up on Russell and drafted 
Lonzo Ball as his replacement. 

“I feel like we’re similar in that 
we have a lot to prove,” Okafor 
said. “I know he’s working his 
(butt) off as well. Right now he’s 
rehabbing, trying to get back on 
the court. I think we both have a 
chip on our shoulder and we have 
a lot to prove. We’re definitely 
similar in that regard.” 

Okafor understands he has 
areas to improve, mainly defense 
and rebounding. 

“I’m not a perfect player,” Oka¬ 
for said. “I’m 21. There are things 
that I need to work on, that I have 
worked on and that I’ll continue 
to work on.” 

He’s excited about fulfilling his 
potential with a new team. 

“I feel really motivated right 
now, but I’ve always been mo¬ 
tivated,” Okafor said. “This is 
the first time where people are 
against me in a sense because 
I’ve always been the hyped-up 
guy. It’s something new for me to 
experience, so I’m glad that I am 
experiencing it.” 


By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Despite Russia’s 
ban from the upcoming Olym¬ 
pics, officials in the country still 
expect more than 200 of their 
athletes to compete at the Py- 
eongchang Games. 

Under International Olympic 
Committee sanctions announced 
last week, all Russians must com¬ 
pete under the Olympic flag as 
“Olympic Athletes from Russia.” 

“Potentially more than 200 ath¬ 
letes are in a position to qualify,” 
ROC president Alexander Zhukov 
said after the organization held a 
closed congress on Tuesday. 

The decision to ban Russia 
came after the country was found 
to have run a sophisticated dop¬ 
ing program at the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics. On Tuesday, the IOC 
disqualified the Russian women’s 
hockey team because six players 
were implicated in doping offens¬ 
es. That brings the total of Rus¬ 
sians banned from Sochi to 31. 

Zhukov said the Olympic com¬ 
mittee unanimously voted for the 
athletes to compete despite the 
restrictions placed on the nation¬ 
al team. 

“The opinion of all taking part 
was united, and that was that our 
athletes need to go to South Korea, 
compete and win,” Zhukov said. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin gave his backing last week. 

The ROC will submit rosters of 
its preferred athletes to the IOC, 
which will then issue invitations 
to Russian competitors. 

“I think the IOC will make sure 
that the strongest Russian ath¬ 
letes get the invitations, so that, 
for example, our hockey team 
consists of the best players,” Zhu¬ 
kov said. 

Russian athletes going to Py- 
eongchang still need to pass a 
screening from an IOC commit¬ 
tee which will examine their his¬ 
tory of drug testing. 

Zhukov said Russia still denies 
operating a doping program at 
the 2014 Olympics and rejected 


any suggestion he had made a 
deal with the IOC to avoid harsh¬ 
er sanctions. 

“It’s unacceptable to take away 
an athlete’s right to represent his 
country. In my view, it breaks 
not only the Olympic charter, but 
human rights,” Zhukov said. “So 
you really can’t talk about a deal 
here. 

“Obviously we consider this 
ruling unfair, but at the same 
time we’re in the situation where 
we had to make a decision even 
though we consider this ruling 
unfair.” 

Individual athletes could still 
decide to skip the Olympics in 
protest, but the ROC said it has 
carried out a survey which didn’t 
find any who intend to boycott. 

The ROC’s approval, however, 
doesn’t mean Russia is abandon¬ 
ing legal challenges against the 
IOC sanctions, Zhukov said. 

Twenty-five of the athletes 
banned from Sochi have filed ap¬ 
peals to the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport. IOC rules bar Russians 
from Pyeongchang if they have 
previously served doping bans. 

Russia will send a delegation to 
Switzerland on Friday to discuss 
details such as neutral uniforms 
and whether athletes can wear 
national colors. 

Last week, the IOC ruled that 
Russia’s suspension could be 
“partially or fully” lifted in time 
for the closing ceremony on Feb. 
25 if Russia complies with its 
rulings. 

Russia national hockey team 
captain Ilya Kovalchuk said he 
didn’t mind being known as an 
Olympic Athlete from Russia, 
competing without his country’s 
flag. 

“Well, we are athletes from 
Russia. Sure, they’ve taken the 
flag and the anthem away, but 
they haven’t taken our honor, con¬ 
science, patriotism, love for the 
country,” Kovalchuk said. “That’s 
in your heart and no one can take 
it, so we should get out there and 
fight twice as hard.” 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Villanova assumes 
burden of top team 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated. Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Villanova 
coach Jay Wright has seen his 
team deal with all the things that 
go along with being the nation’s 
top-ranked school, from the extra 
attention to handling an upset 
loss. 

It’s why Wright figures his 
Wildcats — who are sitting atop 
the AP Top 25 for the third 
straight season — are prepared 
for what awaits. 

“I think we’ve got the expe¬ 
rience now to understand it’s a 
great honor,” Wright told The 
Associated Press, “but a lot of re¬ 
sponsibility comes with it.” 

After a tumultuous week in 
which unanimous No. 1 Duke 
and No. 2 Kansas lost, the Wild¬ 
cats (10-0) earned 41 of 65 first- 
place votes to hop over Michigan 
State and reach the top. Next up is 
Philadelphia neighbor Temple on 
Wednesday. 

Villanova reached No. 1 for the 
first time in February 2016 and 
stayed there for three polls be¬ 
fore going on to win the national 
championship. The Wildcats held 
the No. 1 spot three different 
times last season, including in 
the final poll entering the NCAA 
Tournament. 

This year’s team started the 
year at No. 6 with preseason AP 
All-American Jalen Brunson. 
The Wildcats won the Battle 4 
Atlantis tournament in the Baha¬ 
mas last month and beat No. 12 
Gonzaga in New York last week, 
with Mikal Bridges (18.1 points) 
making a big leap to give Villa¬ 
nova a strong 1-2 punch. 

This year’s Wildcats rank third 
nationally in KenPom’s adjusted 
offensive efficiency (119.9 points 
per 100 possessions) and seventh 
in adjusted defensive efficiency 
(90.6). They are the only team in 
the top 10 of both categories. 

“We’ve handled all those chal¬ 
lenges so far,” Wright said. “Now 
this is a new challenge. How do 
you handle this? How do you 
handle that teams come at you at 
a completely different level. Fans 
come at you at a completely dif¬ 
ferent level. We’ve done that a 
couple of times. And now we’ve 


got to do it with this group.” 

Spartans next: Villanova and 
Michigan State were the favorites 
to take over at the top after the 
Blue Devils’ weekend loss at Bos¬ 
ton College. 

The Spartans (9-1) earned 19 
first-place votes to climb from 
third to second, while the other 
five first-place votes went to Ari¬ 
zona State — which leapt 11 spots 
to No. 5 after Sunday’s win at 
Kansas. 

Tom Izzo’s Michigan State club 
returns to action Saturday against 
Oakland in Detroit. 

Sun Devils rising: Arizona 
State will carry its highest rank¬ 
ing since reaching third during 
the 1980-81 season when it hosts 
Vanderbilt on Sunday. 

Top matchup: With many 
teams in exam breaks, the AP 
Top 25 schedule is fairly light for 
the week ahead. The top game 
comes Sunday, when No. 7 North 
Carolina visits No. 20 Tennessee. 

Both teams climbed four spots 
in this week’s poll. The Volunteers 
played the Tar Heels tough last 
year in Chapel Hill, with UNC 
having to rally from 15 down and 
block a late shot to secure a 73-71 
win. 

Hoosier State fights: The 

Crossroads Classic is set for Sat¬ 
urday. The Indianapolis double- 
header includes No. 17 Purdue 
meeting Butler and No. 18 Notre 
Dame facing Indiana. 

Climbing back: Arizona has 
gone from No. 2 in the country 
to unranked and now back in the 
poll again. All in a month. 

The Wildcats fell out after a 
lackluster performance in the 
Bahamas, but four straight wins 
brought them back into this week’s 
poll at No. 23. Arizona plays at 
New Mexico on Saturday. 

Watch list: Creighton is the top 
team among the “Others Receiv¬ 
ing Votes” and hosts Maryland- 
Eastern Shore in its only game 
this week. But the next team on 
the list — Oklahoma — has the 
best chance to help its case of 
getting into next week’s poll. The 
Sooners visit No. 3 Wichita State 
on Saturday. 

AP Sports Writer Dan Gelston in 
Philadelphia contributed to this report. 



Laurence Kesterson/AP 


Head coach Jay Wright’s Villanova Wildcats took over the top spot 
this week in the latest Associated Press Top 25. 


AP All-America team 


First Team 

OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Baker Mayfield, senior, 
Oklahoma. 

Running backs — Bryce Love, junior, 
Stanford; Rashaad Penny, senior, San Di¬ 
ego State. 

Tackles — Orlando Brown, junior, 
Oklahoma; Mike McGlinchey, senior, 
Notre Dame. 

Guards — Quenton Nelson, senior, 
Notre Dame; Braden Smith, senior, Au¬ 
burn. 

Center - Billy Price, senior, Ohio 
State. 

Tight end — Mark Andrews, junior, 
Oklahoma. 

Receivers — James Washington, se¬ 
nior, Oklahoma State; Anthony Miller, 
senior, Memphis. 

All-purpose player — Saquon Barkley, 
junior, Penn State. 

Kicker — Matt^GayJunior, Utah. 

Ends — Bradley Chubb, senior, North 
Carolina State; Clelin Ferrell, sophomore, 
Clemson. 

Tackles — Hercules Mata’afa, junior, 
Washington State; Maurice Hurst, senior, 
Michigan. 

Linebackers — Roquan Smith, junior, 
Georgia; Josey Jewell, senior, Iowa; T.J. 
Edwards, junior, Wisconsin. 

Cornerbacks — Josh Jackson, junior, 
Iowa; Denzel Ward, junior, Ohio State. 

Safeties — Minkah Fitzpatrick, junior, 
Alabama; DeShon Elliott, junior, Texas. 

Punter — Michael Dickson, junior, 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Lamar Jackson, junior, 
Louisville. 

Running backs — Jonathan Taylor, 
freshman, Wisconsin; Kerryon Johnson, 
junior, Auburn. 

Tackles — Mitch Hyatt, junior, Clem- 
;on; Isaiah Wynn, senior, Georgia. 

Guards — Cody O'Connell, senior, 
Washington State; Will Hernandez, se¬ 
nior, UTEP. 

Center — Bradley Bozeman, senior, 
Alabama. 

Tight end — Troy Fumagalli, senior, 
Wisconsin. 

Receivers — David Sills V, junior. West 
Virginia; Michael Gallup, senior, Colo¬ 
rado State. 

All-purpose player — Dante Pettis, se¬ 
nior, Washington. 

Kicker — Daniel Carlson, senior, Au¬ 
burn. 

DEFENSE 

Ends — Sutton Smith, sophomore, 
Northern Illinois; Nick Bosa, sophomore, 
Ohio State. 

Tackles — Ed Ol iver, sophomore, Hous- 
on; Christian Wilkins, junior, Clemson. 

Linebackers — Malik Jefferson, ju¬ 
nior, Texas; Ogbonnia Okoronkwo, se¬ 
nior, Oklahoma; Dorian O’Daniel, senior, 
Clemson. 

Cornerbacks — Jalen Davis, senior, 
Utah State; Carlton Davis, junior, Au- 

Safeties — Derwin James, junior, Flori¬ 
da State; Justin Reid, junior, Stanford. 

Punter — Johnny Townsend, senior, 
Florida. 


Third Team 

OFFENSE 

Quarterback — Mason Rudolph, se¬ 
nior, Oklahoma State. 

Running backs — Ronald Jones II, ju¬ 
nior, Southern California; Devin Single¬ 
tary, sophomore, Florida Atlantic. 

Tackles — David Edwards, sophomore, 
Wisconsin; Jonah Williams, sophomore, 
Alabama. 

Guards — Beau Benzschawel, junior, 
Wisconsin; Tyrone Crowder, senior, 
Clemson. 

Center — Frank Ragnow, senior, Ar¬ 
kansas. 

Tight end — Jaylen Samuels, senior, 
North Carolina State. 

Receivers — Steve Ishmael, senior, 
Syracuse; A.J. Brown, sophomore, Mis- 


;IS K 


..11-purpose player — D.J. Reed, junior, 
Kansas State. 

Kicker — Eddy Piniero, junior, Florida. 

DEFENSE 

Ends — Austin Bryant, junior, Clem- 
;on; Mat Boesen, senior, TCU. 

Tackles — Vita Vea, junior, Washing¬ 
ton; Harrison Phillips, senior, Stanford. 

Linebackers — Micah Kiser, senior, 
Virginia; Tremaine Edmunds, junior, 
Virginia Tech; Devin Bush, sophomore, 
Michigan. 

Cornerbacks — Andraez Williams, 
redshirt freshman, LSU; Jack Jones, 
sophomore, Southern California. 

Safeties — Armani Watts, senior, Tex¬ 
ts A&M; Quin Blanding, senior, Virgin' - 


Voters: Bob Asmussen, Champaign 
(Illinois) News-Gazette; Kirk Bohls, Aus¬ 
tin (Texas) American-Statesman; Matt 
Brown, Sports on Earth; Pat Caputo, The 
Oakland (Michigan) Press; Chuck Carl¬ 
ton, Dallas Morning News; Robert Cess¬ 
na, Bryan-College Station (Texas) Eagle; 
Rece Davis, ESPN; Pat Dooley, Gainesville 
(Florida) Sun; Dave Foster, Fox 17 WZTV, 
Nashville, Tennessee; Scott Hamilton, 
WCOG-AM, Greensboro, North Carolina; 
Eric Hansen, The South Bend (Indiana) 
Tribune; Brian Howell, Buffszone.com, 
Boulder, Colorado; Rob Long, WJZ-FM The 
Fan, Baltimore; Tony Parks, 1280 AM/97.5 
FM KZNS, Salt Lake City; Soren Petro, 
810 WHB, Kansas City, Missouri; Keith 
Sargeant, NJ.com/Star Ledger, Newark, 
New Jersey; Jon Wilner, San Jose (Cali¬ 
fornia) Mercury News. 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Oklahoma tight end Mark Andrews was one of three Sooners 
selected to the first team of the Associated Press All-America 
team, more than any school. Joining Andrews on the first team are 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback Baker Mayfield and offensive 
tackle Orlando Brown. 


Oklahoma leads 
All-America team 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

No. 2 Oklahoma will bring 
three All-Americans to the Col¬ 
lege Football Playoff. 

Quarterback Baker Mayfield, 
offensive tackle Orlando Brown 
and tight end Mark Andrews of 
Oklahoma were selected to the 
Associated Press All-America 
team, giving the Sooners more 
players on the first team than any 
school. The All-America team, 
which dates to 1925 and was se¬ 
lected this season by a panel of 
17 Top 25 voters, was released 
Monday. 

Four of the top five vote-getters 
for the Heisman Trophy made 
the first team, including the run¬ 
away winner Mayfield. Stanford’s 
Bryce Love, the Heisman run¬ 
ner-up, and San Diego State’s 
Rashaad Penny, the nation’s 
leading rusher and fifth-place 
finisher for the Heisman, were 
the first-team running backs. 
Penn State’s Saquon Barkley, who 
finished fourth in the Heisman 
voting, made the team as an all¬ 
purpose player. 

Louisville’s Lamar Jackson, 
last year’s Heisman winner and 
All-America quarterback, was 
selected to the second team. 

All-America points 

■ The other three playoff teams each 


have one player on the first team, all 
on the defensive side. No. 3 Georgia, 
which faces Oklahoma in the Rose 
Bowl semifinal on Jan. 1, is represent¬ 
ed by linebacker Roquan Smith. No. 1 
Clemson placed defensive end Clelin 
Ferrell on the first team. Alabama 
safety Minkah Fitzpatrick is the only 
player to make first-team All-America 
for the second straight season. The 
Tigers face the fourth-ranked Crimson 
Tide in the Sugar Bowl semifinal on 
Jan. 1. 

■ Notre Dame (offensive linemen Mike 
McGlinchey and Quenton Nelson), Ohio 
State (center Billy Price and cornerback 
Denzel Ward), Iowa (linebacker Josey 
Jewell and cornerback Josh Jackson) 
and Texas (safety DeShon Elliott and 
punter Michael Dickson) each have two 
players on the first team. 

■ Clemson had the most players 
selected to all three teams with six. 
Defensive tackle Christian Wilkins, 
linebacker Dorian O’Daniel and of¬ 
fensive tackle Mitch Hyatt made the 
second team. Defensive end Austin 
Bryant and guard Tyrone Crowder 
were third-team picks. 

■ Wisconsin placed five players on 
the three teams, led by linebacker T.J. 
Edwards on the first team. Running 
back Jonathan Taylor and tight Troy 
Fumagalli made the second team and 
offensive linemen David Edwards and 
Beau Benzschawel made the third 
team. 

■ Oklahoma had four picks overall 
with linebacker Ogbonnia Okoronkwo 
making the second team. 
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MLB/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Briefly 

Ball brothers sign 
to play in Europe 



Willie J. Allen Jr./AP 

New Yankee Giancarlo Stanton answers questions during a news conference Monday in Orlando, Fla. 


Yankees introduce Stanton 


Headley, Michell traded to Padres 

LAKE BUENA VISTA Fla. — Third baseman Chase Headley and 
pitcher Bryan Mitchell have been traded by the Yankees to the San 
Diego Padres, giving New York added payroll flexibility and room for 
infield prospects. 

New York received 28-year-old outfielder Jabari Blash, who made 
his big league debut in 2016 and has played in 99 big league games 
over two seasons. 

A day after finalizing its acquisition of NL MVP Giancarlo Stanton 
from Miami, the Yankees dealt with their infield logjam and cut a pay¬ 
roll that had risen to a projected $180 million for luxury tax purposes. 
Yankees owner Hal Steinbrenner is intent on getting under the $197 
million tax threshold next year, and New York still may attempt to re¬ 
sign left-hander CC Sabathia or add another starting pitcher. 

The Yankees are sending cash to the Padres as part of the deal. 

— Associated Press 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated. Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 
— Giancarlo Stanton eased his 
6-foot-6 frame into a pinstriped 
No. 27 jersey, ready to join 6-foot- 
7 Aaron Judge as the Towers of 
Power on the resurgent New York 
Yankees. 

“They’re winners,” Stanton said 
after his trade from the Miami 
Marlins to New York was final¬ 
ized Monday. “They’re young, 
and they’re in a good position to 
win for a long time, and I lost for 
a long time. So I want to change 
that dynamic and be a winner.” 

New York sent second baseman 
Starlin Castro and a pair of minor 
leaguers to the Marlins for the NL 
MVP, also giving up right-hander 
Jorge Guzman and infielder Jose 
Devers. The Yankees became just 
the fourth team in big league his¬ 
tory with the reigning home run 
champions in each league, joining 
Hank Greenberg and Ralph Kiner 
of the 1947 Pirates, Joe DiMaggio 
and Johnny Mize of the 1949 Yan¬ 
kees, and Mike Schmidt and Dick 
Allen of the 1975 Phillies. 

Stanton joined a team that 
reached Game 7 of the AL Cham¬ 
pionship Series against Houston 
led by Judge and fellow young 
sluggers Gary Sanchez and Greg 
Bird. The Yankees expect top 
infield prospect Gleyber Torres 
to join the big league team next 
season. 

“New York’s a marquee town, 
and I think it’s important to have 
some marquee players,” Yankees 
owner Hal Steinbrenner said. 
“But more important than that, I 
think it’s important to have veter¬ 
an players that could be mentors 
for the young kids.” 

Stanton, a 28-year-old who like 
Judge plays right field, is owed 
$295 million over the final decade 
of his record $325 million, 13- 
year contract. The payroll-slash¬ 
ing Marlins, with new CEO and 
former Yankees star Derek Jeter 
presiding over the team’s fourth 
roster purge in two decades, will 
send $30 million to the Yankees if 
Stanton doesn’t exercise his right 


to opt out of the deal after the 2020 
season: $5 million each on July 1 
and Oct. 1 in 2026, 2027 and 2028. 
Under a change in baseball’s new 
labor contract, that money will be 
prorated for the luxury tax and 
Stanton will count as $22 million 
annually. 

“It’s a win-win for both sides,” 
Marlins president of baseball op¬ 
erations Michael Hill said. “Op¬ 
portunity for him to start fresh, 
and an opportunity for us to gain 
needed flexibility.” 

Jeter said Monday the trade 
was made because Stanton didn’t 
want to be part of the Marlins’ 
latest rebuilding. 

Jeter said the deal with his for¬ 
mer team was the best one avail¬ 
able to the Marlins, giving them 
much-needed financial flexibil¬ 
ity and upgrading a weak farm 
system. 

Jeter wants to reduce his rev¬ 
enue-starved franchise’s payroll 
by at least 20 percent to $90 mil¬ 
lion or less, and Stanton will make 
$25 million next year. But trading 
him wasn’t a given, Jeter said. 

“I told him, ‘When we acquired 
this team, our thoughts were that 
you were going to be with us,”’ 
Jeter said. “I relayed to him we 
wanted him to be a part of the or¬ 
ganization, but it’s his choice. He 
said he wanted to move on. There 
were three great options for him, 
and he chose which one he want¬ 


ed to go to.” 

Stanton led the majors with 
59 home runs and 132 RBIs last 
season, and Judge was second in 
the majors with 52 homers. The 
daunting duo figures to create 
must-see BP, and new Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone isn’t sure 
yet who will play right or left, fig¬ 
uring they also will see time at 
designated hitter. 

“A 10-year commitment to any 
player, any position, should be a 
concern for the owner, without a 
doubt,” Steinbrenner maintained, 
“but having say that, he’s 28 and 
in great shape, and I think there’s 
going to be many, many years.” 

Stanton’s contract includes a 
no-trade provision, and last week 
he turned down prospective deals 
to St. Louis and San Francisco. He 
told the Marlins he was willing to 
accept trades only to the Yankees, 
Los Angeles Dodgers, the Astros 
and Chicago Cubs. 

New York hasn’t had a losing 
record since 1992. The Marlins 
haven’t had a winning season 
since Stanton made his big league 
debut in 2010. 

By Thursday night, a tentative 
agreement was in place. Stanton 
said he would approve, but Wolfe 
told him to sleep on it. 

“I told him I’m sleeping in, so 
if there’s some deadline just go 
ahead and say yeah,” Stanton said 
with a smile. 


Associated Press 

A basketball club from Lithu¬ 
ania says it has signed LiAngelo 
and LaMelo Ball to pro contracts, 
making LaVar Ball’s two young¬ 
er sons ineligible for college 
basketball. 

The move comes after LiAn¬ 
gelo left UCLA, where he was 
suspended after being arrested 
for shoplifting during the team’s 
season-opening trip to China. 

LaVar Ball pulled 16-year-old 
LaMelo out of Chino Hills High 
recently. His oldest son, Lonzo, is 
a rookie with the Lakers. 

The Prienai-Birstonas Vytau- 
tas club, which plays in the Lithu¬ 
anian league, said in a statement 
that the brothers will report to 
the club “in early January.” 

Their contracts run through 
the end of the current season. The 
club’s sports director Vilius Vait- 
kevicius says of the Balls: “We 
are committed to their long-term 
success and development as pro¬ 
fessional basketball players.” 

Pistorius involved in 
fight over jail phone 

JOHANNESBURG — Olym¬ 
pian Oscar Pistorius, in jail for 
murdering his girlfriend, was 
bruised in an altercation with an¬ 
other inmate over telephone use, 
a South African prison spokes¬ 
man confirmed Tuesday. 

Pistorius sustained a minor in¬ 
jury in an alleged assault at the 
Attridgevill Correctional Centre 
last week, Singabakho Nxumalo 
of the Department of Correction¬ 
al Services told The Associated 
Press. Pistorius had a medical 
checkup and was found to have 
a bruise, said Nxumalo, who 
added that the incident is being 
investigated. 

The disagreement broke out 
between Pistorius and another 
inmate over use of a public tele¬ 
phone, he said. 

Pistorius, a double amputee 
runner who won worldwide ac¬ 
claim winning in the Paralympics 
and competing in the Olympics, is 
serving a 13-year sentence for the 
murder of his girlfriend Reeva 
Steenkamp. Pistorius shot her 
dead in his home on Valentine’s 
Day 2013 and claimed he thought 
she was an intruder. 

NFL suspends analysts 
over sex assault claims 

NEW YORK — Hall of Fame 
player Marshall Faulk and two 
other NFL Network analysts 
were suspended after a woman 
who worked as a wardrobe stylist 
at the network accused them of 
sexual misconduct in a lawsuit. 

The NFL on Tuesday identified 
the three as Faulk, Ike Taylor and 
Heath Evans. They have been 
“suspended from their duties at 


NFL Network pending an inves¬ 
tigation into these allegations,” 
league spokesman Brian McCar¬ 
thy said. 

Jami Cantor described several 
sexually inappropriate encoun¬ 
ters with the three retired play¬ 
ers and others who have worked 
for the NFL Network, according 
to court documents first reported 
by Bloomberg. 

Former NFL Network execu¬ 
tive Eric Weinberger and former 
NFL Network analysts Donovan 
McNabb and Eric Davis, both 
former NFL players, are among 
those named in the suit. 

Canter said in the suit that 
Faulk fondled and groped her 
and asked “deeply personal and 
invasive questions” about her sex 
life. Cantor said she received in¬ 
appropriate and sexually explicit 
texts from Weinberger, McNabb, 
Taylor and Evans. 

Kick return specialist 
Hester retiring at 35 

CHICAGO — Devin Hester, 
the all-purpose speedster who 
holds the NFL record for kick re¬ 
turn touchdowns with 20, has an¬ 
nounced his retirement from the 
NFL. 

In a post on social media, the 
35-year-old Hester said had real¬ 
ized it was time. 

“Good news: Commissioner 
Goodell, you can put the kickoff 
back at the 30,” Hester wrote. 
“Bad news: Y’all will have to find 
a new favorite returner.” 

Hester played for Atlanta, Bal¬ 
timore and Seattle, but his best 
years were with the Chicago 
Bears, which took him in the sec¬ 
ond round (57th overall) out of 
Miami in 2006. At the end of his 
rookie season, he took the open¬ 
ing kickoff of the Super Bowl 92 
yards for a touchdown against In¬ 
dianapolis, though the Colts won 
the game. 

He is the third-leading punt 
returner in NFL history and was 
selected to the Pro Bowl in 2006, 
2007, 2010 and 2014. 

MLB ump Scott retiring 
over concussion risks 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 
— As a big league umpire, Dale 
Scott saw maybe 1 million pitches 
from the field. His final call, it 
turned out, was the easiest of all. 

Rather than risk yet another 
concussion, Scott has decided to 
retire at 58. 

“I’m done,” he told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

The veteran crew chief missed 
nearly the entire 2017 season 
after a foul ball off the bat of Bal¬ 
timore slugger Mark Trumbo in 
Toronto on April 14 caught him 
hard in the mask, causing Scott’s 
second concussion in nine months 
and fourth in five years. 
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Savage: Concussion goof isn't coach's fault 



Kevin M. Cox, The Galveston County Daily News/AP 


Referee John Hussey checks on Texans quarterback Tom Savage following a hard hit during the second 
quarter of Sunday’s game against the San Francisco 49ers at NRG Stadium in Houston. 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated. Press 

Bill O’Brien takes a lot of 
heat in Houston for his quarter¬ 
back decisions. He shouldn’t be 
blamed for allowing Tom Savage 
to go back into the game after a 
hard hit from Elvis Dumervil left 
him dazed and his hands visibly 
quivering, leading fans to fear 
he’d suffered not only a concus¬ 
sion but a seizure. 

So says the concussed QB 
himself. 

“I appreciate everyone’s 
thoughts and prayers, I’m doing 
fine,” Savage tweeted Monday. 
“Even though I cannot speak to 
media due to the protocol, I will 
say this: nobody cares more about 
his players than OB.” 

O’Brien said he didn’t see video 
of Savage shaking and didn’t even 
realize he’d been hit by Dumervil 
or had slammed his head on the 
ground because his quarterback 
was 50 yards away and hidden 
behind a dozen players. 

Those who are responsible for 
making sure players stay healthy 
are facing scrutiny, with the NFL 
and the NFLPA launching a joint 
investigation into whether con¬ 
cussion protocol was properly 
followed. 

League spokesman Joe Lock¬ 
hart said the probe will also seek 
to find flaws in the process that 
could lead to a better process to 
lessen the chances of something 
like this happening again. 

The NFL’s concussion pro¬ 


tocol came under heavy criti¬ 
cism after it failed Savage on 
Sunday in Houston’s 26-16 loss 
to the 49ers. Only after Savage 
briefly returned to the game did 
the medical crew determine the 
quarterback did, indeed, have a 
concussion and remove him. 

Lockhart wouldn’t speculate 
whether any officials saw the 
video of Savage’s hit before clear¬ 


ing him to return to action. He 
said spotters do have the ability to 
send video to “relevant personnel 
on the field.” 

“That is a question that we will 
look at in this review of the inci¬ 
dent,” Lockhart said. 

The league’s lengthy to-do list 
Monday also included a review of 
the chaotic and unruly ending to 
the Seahawks-Jaguars game. 


With the Jaguars taking the 
first of two kneel-downs in vic¬ 
tory formation in the closing 
seconds of their 30-24 victory, Se- 
ahawks defensive tackle Michael 
Bennett dived at center Brandon 
Linder’s knees, setting off a skir¬ 
mish. Sheldon Richardson was 
ejected for throwing a punch and 
Leonard Fournette went after 
Bennett. 


More pushing and shoving en¬ 
sued after Blake Bortles’ next 
kneel-down, and Seahawks de¬ 
fensive end Quinton Jefferson 
was tossed. 

As Jefferson approached the 
tunnel beneath a section of rowdy 
fans, somebody threw something 
at him. He ripped off his helmet, 
pushed aside security guards and 
starting jawing with the spec¬ 
tators. Jefferson tried to get to 
them, but the wall was too high. 
He was eventually pulled back by 
his shoulder pads and escorted to 
his locker room. 

Seattle coach Pete Carroll, 
who was flagged for going onto 
the field when he walked into the 
Seahawks’ huddle to settle down 
his players, said, “We have to be 
more poised than that.” 

He also said Jefferson “just 
kind of lost it.” 

“Somebody poured a beer on 
his head walking out of the sta¬ 
dium or something,” Carroll said. 
“I told him that’s pro football. 
They pay to get in. They can do 
whatever they want, I guess, so 
that’s what happened.” 

The Seahawks won’t face any 
suspensions for the melee. The 
league is still reviewing the fra¬ 
cas for potential discipline, but no 
suspensions will be coming. 

The league is reviewing not 
only the chippiness on the field 
but whether the Jaguars stadium 
personnel did enough to keep 
things orderly because of fans 
throwing things. 


49ers will talk deal 
with QB after season 


McCown 
out for rest 
of season 

By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The best season of Josh 
McCown’s career has come to an abrupt 
and painful end. 

The New York Jets quarterback who es¬ 
tablished himself as a respected leader will 
miss the team’s final three games with a 
broken left hand that will require surgery. 

“It’s big for him and it’s big for us be¬ 
cause he’s been leading us all year offen¬ 
sively,” coach Todd Bowles said Monday 
during a conference call. “For him to go 
down this late in the season... but it’s next- 
man-up mentality and the next man has to 
step up. 

“But you feel sorry for Josh. He was hav¬ 
ing a very good year.” 

Bowles also announced that Bryce Petty 
will start in McCown’s place for New York 
at New Orleans on Sunday. Petty, a fourth- 
rounder out of Baylor in 2015, started four 
games for the Jets last season. 

Second-year quarterback Christian 
Hackenberg remains behind Petty on the 
depth chart. Bowles said “it’s possible” the 
Jets could bring in another quarterback 
this week as insurance. 

McCown was injured when he was hit by 
Denver’s Shane Ray in the third quarter of 
New York’s 23-0 loss on Sunday. 

An X-ray revealed that the 38-year-old 



Joe Mahoney/A P 


New York Jets quarterback Josh McCown, 
left, is helped off the field after breaking 
his hand against the Denver Broncos. 

McCown’s hand was broken, and addi¬ 
tional tests Monday revealed the severity 
of the injury. 

“Sometimes you get breaks where you 
don’t need surgery,” Bowles said, “but he 
needs surgery, so that was that.” 

McCown was emotional after the game 
while reflecting on what had been the best 
season of his 15-year NFL career. 

He set career highs with 18 touchdowns 
and 2,926 yards passing — and hadn’t 
missed a snap all season for the Jets (5-8) 
before leaving briefly Sunday after tak¬ 
ing a shot to his hip. McCown came back, 
only to be knocked out for the rest of the 
season. 


Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Based on 
Jimmy Garoppolo’s first two starts, it ap¬ 
pears the 49ers might have their next fran¬ 
chise quarterback. 

But a new contract for the pending free 
agent is still at least three weeks away 
from being discussed, coach Kyle Shana¬ 
han said Monday. 

Shanahan said he doesn’t anticipate the 
team discussing a long-term agreement 
with Garoppolo until after the season. 

For now, the franchise tag remains a 
possibility to keep the promising QB off 
the open market in the spring. 

“Obviously, we’re very encouraged with 
how these two games have been,” Shana¬ 
han said. “We’ll see what happens here in 
the offseason when we get together and can 
assess everything. But I definitely don’t 
think that’s something he’s thinking about 
at this point and it’s definitely not some¬ 
thing that I’m thinking about, either.” 

San Francisco improved to 2-0 in Garop¬ 
polo’s starts since taking over for rookie 
C. J. Beathard, winning consecutive games 
for the first time since November 2014. His 
627 yards passing in his first two starts are 
the most by a 49ers quarterback since the 
merger in 1970. 

On Sunday in Houston, Garoppolo com¬ 
pleted 20 of 33 for 334 yards. 

He joined Drew Brees, Ben Roethlisberg- 
er and Trevor Siemian as the only active 
quarterbacks to win their first four starts 


after going 2-0 last season while filling in 
for Tom Brady during his suspension. 

Shanahan said he was impressed by 
the way Garoppolo adjusted to Houston’s 
defense that had a noticeably different ap¬ 
proach than the Bears 
in his first outing. 

The Texans used 
more blitzes to stress 
San Francisco’s offen¬ 
sive line that was miss¬ 
ing right tackle Trent 
Brown, who sat with a 
shoulder injury. 

Garoppolo was 
sacked twice and hit 
nine times in the game. 
He delivered passes on 
target throughout the 
game even with de¬ 
fenders in his face. 

Dealing with pres¬ 
sure in a game setting 
is something Shana¬ 
han hasn’t been able 
to simulate on the 
practice field during 
his brief time with the 
team. Garoppolo was 
acquired via trade in late October. 

“We learn something every time we play 
with him. It’s nice to have film, two games 
to go off of. It will be nice to have more. But 
we’re still learning him, we’ll continue to 
learn him throughout the year,” Shanahan 
said. 


We learn 
something 
every time 
we play 
with him. 
It’s nice to 
have film, 
two games 
to go off 
of. It will 
be nice 
to have 
more . f 
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Shanahan 

49ers coach 
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Scoreboard 


American Conference 


South 

9 4 0 


East 
W L T 

New England 10 3 0 
Buffalo 7 6 0 

Miami 6 7 0 

N.Y. Jets 


Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

y-Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


Pet PF PA 

769 368 250 
538 240 290 
462 236 318 
385 266 311 

692 329 202 
615 273 294 
308 312 335 
231 212 343 

846 320 251 
538 318 246 
385 226 271 
000 197 335 

538 329 289 
538 298 225 
462 264 304 
308 229 315 


National Conference 

East 

y-Philadelphia 11 2 C 


Washington 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Minnesota 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Chicago 


4 9 0 

West 


846 404 250 
538 316 294 
385 285 344 
154 199 321 

692 370 263 
692 300 262 
615 294 261 
308 264 312 

769 309 235 
538 338 329 
538 285 302 
308 224 274 


692 396 265 
615 314 252 
462 231 317 
231 228 314 


Seattle ms 8 5 
Arizona 6 7 

San Francisco 3 10 
y-clinched division 

Thursday’s games 


Dallas 30, N.Y. Giants 10 
Carolina 31, Minnesota 24 
Chicago 33, Cincinnati 7 
Kansas City 26, Oakland 15 
Detroit 24, Tampa Bay 21 
Buffalo 13, Indianapolis 7, OT 
Green Bay 27, Cleveland 21, OT 
San Francisco 26, Houston 16 
Denver 23, N.Y. Jets 0 
Arizona 12, Tennessee 7 
L.A. Chargers 30, Washington 13 
Jacksonville 30, Seattle 24 
Philadelphia 43, L.A. Rams 35 
Pittsburgh 39, Baltimore 38 
Monday’s games 
Miami 27, New England 20 
Thursday, Dec. 14 
Denver at Indianapolis 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Chicago at Detroit 
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Arizona at Washington 
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans 
Miami at Buffalo 
Green Bay at Carolina 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
L.A. Rams at Seattle 
New England at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee at San Francisco 
Dallas at Oakland 

Monday, Dec. 18 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 

Monday 

Dolphins 27, Patriots 20 

New England 0 10 0 10-20 

Miami 6 7 14 0-27 

First Quarter 

Mia—FG Parkey 30,9:01. 

Mia-FG Parkey 44, 3:49. 

Second Quarter 

NE—Burkhead 3 run (Gostkowski 
kick), 6:18. 

Mia—Landry 5 pass from Cutler (Par- 
key kick), 3:33. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 46, :02. 

Third Quarter 

Mia—Grant 25 pass from Cutler (Par- 
key kick), 11:03. 

Mia—Landry 4 pass from Cutler (Par- 
key kick), 4:43. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE—White 3 pass from Brady (Gost¬ 
kowski kick), 13:05. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 33, :53. 

A—65,548. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


14 


Mia 

21 


10-25 30-120 


3-49 3-47 

0-0 2-29 

24-43-2 25-38-0 

2-10 2-21 

7-47.7 7-45.0 


Burkhead 5-8. Miami, Drake 25-114, Cut¬ 
ler 4-4, Gray 1-2. 

Passing—New England, Brady 24-43-2- 
233. Miami, Cutler 25-38-0-263. 

Receiving—New England, Amendola 
6-76, Lewis 5-50, Burkhead 5-45, White 
3-11, D.AIIen 2-10, Cooks 1-38, Develin 1- 
2, Hogan 1-1. Miami, Landry 8-46, Drake 
5-79, Parker 4-40, Grant 2-42, Stills 2-18, 
J.Thomas 2-11, Fasano 1-17, Gray 1-10. 

Missed field goals—None. 


Titans opt for extended road trip 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans are out of town this week, and veteran 
linebacker Brian Orakpo couldn’t be happier. 

The franchise decided once the NFL sched¬ 
ule came out in mid-April to spend the week 
between back-to-back road games against 
the Cardinals and the San Francisco 49ers in 
Arizona. 

The main reason? Cut down the travel to 
keep players a bit fresher for the final month 
of the season. 

It’s a decision made by lots of NFL teams 
over the years. New England spent the week 
after beating Denver in Colorado for high-al¬ 
titude training at the Air Force Academy be¬ 
fore playing in Mexico City last month — and 
winning. Philadelphia spent the past week in 
the Los Angeles area after a loss in Seattle 
— and then beat the Rams. 

“I totally agree with what we’re doing be¬ 
cause the jet lag is vicious,” Orakpo said. 
“There’s definitely a setback, and also the 
time difference, getting used to the time dif¬ 
ference on the West Coast, there’s all these 
different elements. It really helps if we just 
stayed out there, not have to worry so much 
traveling back and forth because it’s a lot of 
mileage, especially when you’re trying to play 
at a high level in a football game.” 

Spending a week away from home during 
the season is something that neither the Ti¬ 
tans nor coach Mike Mularkey had ever done. 
The Titans, who relocated to Tennessee from 
Houston in 1997, are among the six NFL teams 


yet to play in London, and they left Nashville 
for training camp only once in 21 seasons. 

The motivation is simple. 

“We’re trying to eliminate distractions,” 
Philadelphia coach Doug Pederson said. “It’s 
hard when you’ve got back-to-back West Coast 
trips like this, to be able to fly back home and 
then practice and come back out this way at the 
end of the week. So, try to keep the week as nor¬ 
mal as possible for the guys, for the coaches.” 

The actual process of relocating an NFL 
team for a week during the regular season re¬ 
quires months of planning. Brent Akers, the 
director of team operations for the Titans, and 
his colleagues made at least seven trips to the 
hotel where the team is staying. They even re¬ 
wired the building, so the Titans could simply 
plug in Monday and start working as if back 
home at the team’s headquarters. 

Packing wasn’t easy either. 

A 53-foot truck left Nashville on Dec. 5 
headed to Arizona filled with 40,000 pounds 
of equipment including: 

■ A Juggs machine for firing balls at play¬ 
ers at practice. 

■ Down markers. 

■ Six water coolers for practices. 

■ New computers, projectors and TV moni¬ 
tors to be ready and waiting for the Titans 
rather than pack up all that gear. 

■ Tape and other gear needed by trainers 
to treat injuries between games. 

■ Cleats. 

■ Uniforms. 

■ And, yes, weights. Strength coach Steve 
Watterson has an area set aside for workouts 
because the Titans must lift between games. 

At the hotel in Arizona, the Titans are using 


about 80,000 square feet of meeting space, not 
counting rooms for sleeping: 

■ Offices for everyone from general man¬ 
ager Jon Robinson and Mularkey and position 
coaches to the media relations department pre¬ 
paring for their next game in San Francisco. 

■ A ballroom now is a locker room. 

■ Meeting rooms turned into a cafeteria. 

■ A training room. 

■ And yes, a workout space for all those 
weights. 

The Titans will only have to travel to Ari¬ 
zona State for practices, though Tuesday re¬ 
mains the players’ off day. Safety Johnathan 
Cyprien, who spent a week in London with the 
Jaguars, knew what to expect. 

“Oh yeah, we’re stuck together,” Cyprien 
said. “We’ll be stuck together kind of like col¬ 
lege. You know, where you go to practice, you 
go to class and you sleep in the same room 
with the same guys all day. You have no choice 
but to get closer when you’re put in those 
situations.” 

Only time, and the three remaining games, 
will determine how helpful the travel plans 
were for Tennessee. Of course, both the Pa¬ 
triots and Eagles won after spending a week 
away, and Philadelphia went home as NFC 
East champion. The Titans (8-5) are hoping 
for a similar benefit trying to end an eight- 
season playoff drought coming off a 12-7 loss 
to Arizona. 

“It’s an opportunity for us to get away to¬ 
gether as a team,” Titans quarterback Marcus 
Mariota said. “I think that’s going to benefit 
us and bring this team closer. I do think it will 
help us down the stretch.” 


Enough: Dolphins never let Patriots’ offense find rhythm 



WlLFREDO LEE/AP 


Dolphins wide receiver Jakeem Grant catches a touchdown pass 
over Patriots cornerback Malcolm Butler on Monday. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

The result was an end to the 
Patriots’ 14-game road winning 
streak, hardly a great spring¬ 
board into what’s a short week be¬ 
fore a showdown in Pittsburgh on 
Sunday that will likely go a long 
way toward deciding the top seed 
in the AFC playoffs. 

“They did a good job tonight,” 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said 
of the Dolphins, before the rest of 
his postgame availability became 
mostly a collage of short, mum¬ 
bled answers. “They obviously 
did a better job than we did. We 
just weren’t really good enough 
in any area, consistent enough 
in any area to win the game. We 
all need to do a better job and 
hopefully we’ll be able to do that. 
This wasn’t good enough tonight, 
across the board.” 

Belichick was asked if the win¬ 
ning streak ended because the 
Patriots looked past Miami to the 
showdown between division lead¬ 
ers at Pittsburgh. 

Belichick dismissed the idea. 

“Give me a break,” he said with 
a glare. 

Brady didn’t have his first 
completion until the second quar¬ 
ter, after missing on his first four 
throws — one of which was inter¬ 
cepted. The Dolphins went after 
him all night, never letting him 
get into rhythm. With no running 
game and no Rob Gronkowski, 
serving a one-game suspension 
over an unnecessary hit he doled 
out last week, the Patriots needed 
Brady to be exceptional. 

“I’ve got to throw the ball bet¬ 
ter,” Brady said. “That’s where it 


starts.” 

The Patriots being the Patriots, 
they nearly pulled off a comeback 
from a 27-10 third-quarter deficit 
anyway. Brady connected with 
James White for a 3-yard scor¬ 
ing throw early in the fourth, and 
the Patriots got to the Miami 1 
in the final moments. But a pair 
of penalties pushed them back to 
the 16, and Stephen Gostowski’s 
33-yard field goal with 53 sec¬ 
onds left got New England within 
a touchdown. 


That left an onside kick to de¬ 
cide matters. The low-percentage 
play didn’t work, and Belich¬ 
ick was asked afterward what 
happened. 

“They recovered it,” Belichick 
said, then shrugging. 

On a night where the Patriots 
had few answers, at least that one 
was succinct. 

“I wish we played better,” 
Brady said. “But we didn’t.” 

The Dolphins sacked him twice 
and broke up seven passes. 


“We were trying to keep them 
a little bit off balance,” Miami 
coach Adam Gase said. “The 
guys did a good job of playing 
team defense. It really starts with 
our front. They just played well 
together.” 

Here are some things to know 
about the Patriots’ first loss since 
Oct. 1: 

Heavy load: Kenyan Drake ran 
for 26 yards on his first carry for 
Miami and kept going. He fin¬ 
ished with 114 yards rushing to 
top the 100 mark for the second 
consecutive game, and added 79 
receiving. 

“We saw him running past line¬ 
backers, and he breaks tackles in 
the hole,” quarterback Jay Cutler 
said. “He’s becoming one of those 
complete backs you can do a lot 
with.” 

Drake has emerged as Miami’s 
workhorse back following the 
midseason trade of Jay Ajayi to 
Philadelphia. 

Stout run defense: The Pa¬ 
triots ran for 196 yards to beat 
the Dolphins in Week 12. In the 
rematch, Miami allowed only 25 
yards on 10 carries. 

“Two weeks ago they were a lot 
more physical than us,” defensive 
tackle Ndamukong Suh said. “We 
wanted to play to the whistle and 
impose our will.” 

The Patriots totaled 248 yards 
in their worst effort since Week 
17 of the 2015 season — also a loss 
at Miami. 

Shutdown corner: Howard now 
has four career interceptions, all 
in the past two weeks. He also 
broke up three throws by Brady. 
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New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, is sacked by Miami Dolphins defensive tackle Ndamukong Sub during the second half Monday night in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
The Dolphins ended the Patriots’ eight-game winning streak with a 27-20 victory. 


Eight was enough 


Brady struggles again in Miami as Dolphins snap Patriots’ win streak 


Associated. Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — Tom Brady 
was a mere mortal in Miami. 

Again. 

The five-time Super Bowl champion wins 
just about everywhere, just about every 
week. But games at Miami have been a 
struggle more times than not for the long¬ 
time New England star, and Monday night 
was yet another entry on that list. Brady 


was intercepted twice, probably should 
have had at least one other pass picked off, 
and the Patriots lost to the Dolphins 27-20 
— denying New England a chance to clinch 
the AFC East. 

Brady finished 24-for-43 for 233 yards 
and a touchdown. He’s now 7-9 in his career 
when visiting the Dolphins, with a passer 
rating of under 90 in 10 of those 16 games. 

His rating Monday: 59.5, his lowest in a 


regular-season game since 2013. 

“We’ve had a lot of good nights this year,” 
Brady said. “And this was a bad night.” 

It wasn’t all on him, not by a long shot. 

The Patriots couldn’t run the ball what¬ 
soever, finishing with 10 yards on 25 car¬ 
ries — and that came after running for at 
least 191 yards in each of their last two 
games. New England had given up an av¬ 
erage of 11.9 points in its last eight games; 
it gave up 27 to the Dolphins. And the Pa¬ 


triots, in the stat that might be most sur¬ 
prising, were a staggering 0-for-ll on their 
third-down chances. 

The last time they were 0-for-anything 
on third downs? 1991, when Phoenix — 
that’s what the Cardinals were called then 
— beat the Patriots. 

“That was pretty bad,” Brady said. 
“Can’t get any worse than that.” 

SEE ENOUGH ON PAGE 31 
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